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God’s table is open to all 

Sunday 27 February 

A Place for All: it's just over two months since we heard of the death of Archbishop Desmond Tutu, who among 

many of his theological views, expounded a theology of radical inclusiveness. He argued that Jesus was so 

radical that his invitation was to all and for all and there is no way for the modern Church to reverse or ignore 

this and still remain true to the Gospel of Jesus. 

By advocating for LGBT+ rights Tutu, as an African, black Christian in the public square helped to put to the 

test the often-parroted argument that LGBT+ concerns are exclusively Western and non-African. He was 

consistent and eloquent in his theology of radical inclusiveness and moved the debate beyond racial, class and 

regional lines to a matter of the heart. You exclude only because your heart is small! 

But what about those who label a section of God’s people sinners? Archbishop Tutu was very strong on this 

score by arguing that God made Him who had no sin to become sinner in order to redeem the world! In short, 

who are we to decide who are sinners and who are not, when we all share the same belief that Christ was willing 

to be a sinner in order to bring all on board? Who are we, as the body of Christ, to contradict Christ who 

became sin in order that all God’s children are welcome at the Feast of God’s love? Let us continue to pray that 

as the Church marks and celebrates LGBT+ month this truth will reverberate amongst us that all God’s people 

are welcome and have full rights in the table of grace. (Adapted from a reflection by Rev Dr Jimmy G Dube) 

 

WORSHIP DETAILS for 27 February 

Horfield at 10.00 in person and on Zoom, conducted by C Campion Smith. 

Bishopston at 10.30 conducted by C. Jones. 

Shirehampton at 11.00. Local Arrangement with Coffee and Conversation. 

St. Peter’s and Easter Compton at 10.00 is led by Rev David Deeks. 

Circuit Evening Service at Horfield at 6p.m. in person and on Zoom, led by Rev. S. Uwimana. 

This weekend's pre-recorded YouTube Service is available at https://youtu.be/lFRXoh8DqEU 
Current guidance at Horfield about Covid-19. The stewards on duty will use their discretion to decide when the 

building is full. Please continue to arrive in good time so you can register your Track and Trace details, entering 

via the left-hand doors from Gloucester Road, with the side (red) door in Churchways Avenue solely for those 

needing level access. You must wear a face covering whilst in the building unless you have a medical exemption, 

and follow other Covid-19 arrangements whilst inside, including maintaining two metres social distancing. Hymn 

Books will be available at the back of the church. Do not attend worship in person if you have any symptoms of 

Covid-19. You will continue to be able to join the service via Zoom, 

 

OTHER WORSHIP DETAILS for 27 February and the week 

Ash Wednesday Service at Horfield at 7.30 p.m. conducted by Rev. Patrick Stonehewer. 

mailto:patrick.stonehewer@methodist.org.uk
http://www.horfieldmethodist.org.uk/


Sunday Worship. Radio 4 at 8.10. A service for St. David’s Day from St. Illtud’s in Llantwit Major, where a 

medieval saint offered hospitality. 

Songs of Praise. BBC 1 at 1.15. St. David’s Day. Katherine Jenkins visits St. David’s College, where higher 

education began in Wales. Learn why some people prefer to wear leeks rather than a daffodil. 

Daily Service at 09.45. BBC Radio 4 Long Wave. 

Open Café Church on 28 February from 10.00 onwards hosted by St Peter's, Pilning. Please contact 

churchwardenpilning@gmail.com for the joining details 

Evening Prayer every Wednesday at 4.00 hosted by St Peter’s, Pilning, using the Church of England “Join us in 

Daily Prayer – https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-andworship/joinusservice-daily-prayer 

 

WORSHIP DETAILS for 6 March and the week 

Horfield at 10.00 in person and on Zoom. All Age Worship, with Holy Communion, conducted by Rev. Patrick 

Stonehewer. 

Bishopston at 10.30 conducted by D. North. 

Shirehampton at 11.00 conducted by Rev. J. Emmett. 

St. Peter’s and Easter Compton at 10.00 conducted by Rev. P. Rowe with Holy Communion. 

Circuit Evening Service at Horfield at 6p.m. in person and on Zoom, led by Rev. Aboseh. 

Easter Compton- Wednesday 3 March at 3 p.m. Reflective Space led by the Ark Team. 

 

WEEKLY NOTICES. Please send items to Eurfron by Tuesday, eurfron@blueyonder.co.uk or 0117 969 1908. 

 
GENERAL NOTICES 

World Day of Prayer. The service this year will take place at Horfield Parish Church on Friday 4 March at 

10.30. The service has been written by women from England, Northern Ireland and Wales. All are welcome. 

Luke for Lent - Zoom Bible Study. There are two opportunities to engage with a bible study series during Lent, 

arranged by the Circuit: Tuesdays 1 March to 19 April from 7:30-8:30pm. To book a place contact Richard 

Sharples, richard.sharples@methodist.org.uk or 0117 962 9679, or Wednesdays 7:45-8.45pm starting 

Wednesdays 2 March to 20 April. To book a place contact Rev Patrick Stonehewer, 

patrick.stonehewer@methodist.org.uk or 0117 924 8407 

The Noise. With the new year well under way, we are also busy with preparations for The Noise 2022, when 

churches across the city will once again unite to reach out to the communities around them with a shared vision 

of SHOWING GOD'S LOVE IN PRACTICAL WAYS, and we want to use this year's projects and activities to 

help our neighbours RECONNECT. Prayer Gatherings on Tuesdays 1 March at 12:30 and 15 March at 8 to 

8.30pm. Zoom ID 92070571281 Passcode 11111 

Night Shelter update: The start to the final phase of this winter's night shelter is underway and the new 

volunteer teams have settled in well and started to get to know the guests. Several of the guests are finding 

jobs and accommodation and it’s great to be able to support them through this. One long standing guest has 

found a perfect house sharing opportunity close to his work and will be moving out next Monday. Another has 

found work starting next Wednesday and another is putting in a fresh claim for asylum next Monday. We are 

aware that the guests who haven’t found move-on opportunities are getting anxious about their next steps, and 

we pray for positive outcomes for them all. 

Volunteer request: We are looking for one more volunteer who could help for the next few Wednesday evenings 

6:30pm-10pm? (2 Mar, 9 Mar, 16 Mar, 23 Mar, 30 Mar). Please get in touch with Amanda at 

bristolchurcheswintershelter@gmail.com if you think you can plug some or all of this gap. 

Cleaning/painting: We are looking for a team of volunteers who could lend a few hours anytime between 1pm and 

6pm on Friday 1 April to get the B&B ready for the next guests arriving on Saturday 2 April. It would involve 

deep cleaning the bedrooms, bathrooms, team room and storeroom. We will also need to touch up paint in some 

of the bedrooms/hallways to freshen them up. Monday mornings: some cleaning help is also needed on Monday 

mornings 9:30 tol 11:30am on 28 Feb, 14 Mar, 21 Mar, 28 Mar. 

mailto:churchwardenpilning@gmail.com
http://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-andworship/joinusservice-daily-prayer
http://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-andworship/joinusservice-daily-prayer
mailto:eurfron@blueyonder.co.uk
mailto:richard.sharples@methodist.org.uk
mailto:patrick.stonehewer@methodist.org.uk
mailto:bristolchurcheswintershelter@gmail.com


Befriending: Most of our guests have taken up the offer of being part of this project and in the next couple of 

weeks they will start to have their first meetings with volunteers. One guest, who is moving out next week, has 

already mentioned that he is excited to be able to stay in touch with us through the befriending project. 

Thank you: to all the churches and volunteers who are contributing to this year's project in different ways. Jo 

and I have the privilege of coordinating such an amazing bunch of people and we are blown away by the help and 

support that is offered and the unity of all involved. We are thankful to a God who oversees all the planning and 

preparation and goes before us in all that we do. 

Love Horfield Fun Run - help required! The 'Love Horfield' team are planning a Fun Run locally on the morning 

of Saturday 26 March and would like help with stewarding and refreshments. Can you help for a couple of hours 

between 9-11am? Please contact Rachel via info@lovehorfield.co.uk or call Ebenezer Church office on 0117 979 

1399 

Fruit and Vegetable Plants 

Food we can grow and produce ourselves has a positive impact on the environment. The benefits include; 

- reducing/eliminating plastic packaging 

- we don't have to travel/drive anywhere to buy it 

- less food waste as we only grow and harvest what we can eat 

Obviously, it is not possible for everyone to grow their own, but with that in mind, we have a question for anyone 

with green fingers! 

Would you be willing to grow some fruit or vegetable plants (or herb/spice plants) that could be sold at our 

Spring Fayre? It could be runner beans, courgettes, French beans, peppers, aubergines, parsley, mint or 

whatever you think you can produce. 

If you are interested, you may need to get planting very soon. Please let Eurfron, Helen or Lou know if you are 

willing and able to do this. 

 

Horfield Church Gift Day in aid of church funds will be held on Saturday 5 March from 10.00 to 12 00. Come 

and see displays of talents and skills. Buy homemade crafts, tea/coffee and cake. Gifts of homemade cakes 

would be gratefully received. There will be Easter quiz sheets (Priced £1) available both on the day and for a 

few Sundays afterwards or via e-mail: treasurer@horfieldmethodist.org.uk. 
 

Horfield and Bishopston. An important part of our discipleship is to pray for our community and one another. 

This week you are asked to pray for the following and their families: - Arthur and Chantal Lewis, Little Fishes, 

Sue Livall, Sandra Lloyd. 

 

Horfield. Property matters 

Volunteers are requested to operate the AV desk during services. Please talk to Howard who will train anyone 

who is interested. 

 

Horfield. The next afternoon tea will be on Tuesday 8 March from 2.30 to 3.30 p.m.. Everyone welcome. Cost 

£2.50. 

Horfield. The next Messy Church will be on Saturday 12 February from 11 until 12.30. 

 

Garden Art on Friday 4 March, 10.00 to 12.00 at Fullgrove House, BS11 9UG. This month we will be collecting 

materials from the garden to use to make displays – a relaxing and informal time with refreshments. Suggested 

£5 donation. Email info@alfacc.org.uk to book a place. 

 

Christian Climate Action Bristol has arranged a meeting to discuss the urgent situation we are facing and to 

ponder together what we can do about it beyond the steps already taken to address this crisis. The meetings 

(the second being a repeat of the first, to allow a choice of dates) will be held at Cotham Parish Church, Cotham 

Road, Bristol BS6 6DR 7.30-9 pm, on Thursday 3rd March. 

They will include an update on the current climate science from Professor Colin Davis B.Sc (Hons), Ph.D 

(UNSW); plus personal testimonies from Rev Sue Parfitt, Dr Ruth Jarman and Val King, regarding the 

connection with their faith. There will also be time for group discussion about what we might be able to commit 
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to doing. In addition, there will be a Zoom meeting for Christians across the UK, given by Dr. Larch Maxey, a 

leading climate crisis speaker, and activists Rev Sue Parfitt and Rev Mark Coleman. This will take place at 3.00 

pm – 4.30 pm on Sunday 27th February. Register here: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/our-responsibilities-as- 

christians-at-this-time-online-tickets-268091507917. 

 

Dates for your diary 

Horfield. Tuesday 1 March at 7.30 on Zoom, Leadership Meeting. 

Horfield. Wed. 2 March, Ash Wednesday Service. 

Horfield. Saturday 5 March, Gift Day. 

Horfield. Thursday 10 March, Eco Group Meeting at 7.30 pm. 

Horfield. Thursday 24 March, Children and Young People’s Group 

 

Special days this week. Tuesday, 1 March, St David’s Day, Shrove Tuesday and Pancake Day. 

Wednesday, 2 March, Ash Wednesday. 

 
Reflection on the Lectionary Sunday 27 February (Sunday before Lent - Transfiguration) 

Psalm 99; Exodus 34 : 29 - 35; 2 Corinthians 3 : 12 – 4 : 2; Luke 9 : 28 – 36 

This reflection is provided by Stephen Holliday (Horfield) 

This Sunday’s Gospel reading is subtitled: The Transfiguration. It’s a remarkable episode in Jesus’ life when he 

took three trusted disciples, Peter, James and John, up a hill and something amazing happened. We will never 

fully understand what went on there but those events point us to some deep truths about Jesus. 

It’s important to see where this episode fits into Jesus’ ministry. He was just about to set out for Jerusalem 

and so it was essential that some of his disciples, at least, would have no doubts that Jesus was the Son of God, 

if they were going to have a chance of seeing the significance of his death and resurrection. The three disciples 

heard the voice of God saying: ‘This is my son, my chosen one,’ and so they could be left in no doubt about who 

Jesus was, especially as Moses and Elijah appeared there as well, to emphasise how important Jesus was. 

There’s a telling line in the story: the disciples were very tired, ready for sleep, but when they were fully 

awake, fully alert, they saw Jesus in his full glory. We can reflect on these words on two levels: firstly, how 

often do we fail to look beyond the immediate to see the real person in front of us? Like the disciples, we can 

behave as though we are half-asleep or not fully alert. It’s so easy to allow our first impressions, let alone our 

unconscious bias or innate prejudice, to affect how we see someone. Our attitudes towards refugees and asylum 

seekers, our thoughts about the homeless, our opinions of those who do not share our theology or our political 

view, are all superficial thoughts that can stop us seeing the real person, the person whom God sees. Secondly, 

the Transfiguration reminds us that there is always more to Jesus than we currently see and that we need 

consciously to seek to deepen our relationship with him, through our Bible study and through prayer. 

All of us will recall some mountain top experiences in our relationship with God. There are times when God 

seems amazing, when his presence is near and our faith seems real and purposeful. Equally, we have low points in 

our faith, when we are troubled by doubts, when God seems unfathomable and when things don’t make much 

sense. Most of the time our relationship with God is somewhere in between these two extremes. This story is an 

illustration that our faith journey, just like the experience of those three disciples, is likely to have high points 

but we cannot live on a perpetual high. We have to come down from the mountain, just as Jesus and his disciples 

did, in order to get on with life. Jesus carried on healing the sick and moving towards His final week in 

Jerusalem, a vivid illustration that the Jesus who is truly God, full of glory on the mountain, is also the Jesus 

who lived among ordinary people and was fully human. Jesus radiated God’s light, the mountain top experience, in 

his everyday dealings with people. That is our challenge too, to radiate the light of God, as we go about our 

everyday business. 

So, whatever we make of this episode called the Transfiguration, it reminds all of us to search to see the real 

Jesus, to remember that he understands our human experiences fully and that we should never underestimate 

what changes he can make in our lives, as we seek to share his love with others. 
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Prayer: 

Radiant God, source of light, 
as you surrounded Jesus with your glory, 
so you come to us in penetrating brightness. 
You catch us off-guard and expose our weakness. 
We choose the limelight while you call us to explore the shadows and brighten the darkness. 
We seek the spectacular while you bind up the broken in countless acts of mercy. 
We seek to stay on the mountain or in a comfortable pew while you walk to the valleys of need. 
Radiant God, 
fill us with light and courage to carry good news into all the corners of the world and to bring back the joy of 
your presence. Amen. 

(Prayer from: Shaping Sanctuary: Proclaiming God’s grace in an inclusive church. Downloaded at ManyVoices.org) 

Our thanks to Stephen for this reflection 

 

 


