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God’s table is open to all 
Sunday 20 February – Fairtrade Fortnight 

There has been much diplomatic activity across Europe in recent days, aiming to engage constructively and 
peacefully with the Russian government about the potential conflict in Ukraine. Whilst reflecting on and 
praying for that situation, I was drawn to stark words in 1 John 4: 20: 'Those who say, “I love God,” and hate 
their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot 
love God whom they have not seen.' Right at the heart of God is a message of love, one which overspills into all 
aspects of life, and for God's desire for all creation to live in harmony and peace. Yet, violence between and 
within nations continues across the world, and we are drawn into responding prayerfully about things which 
appear to be beyond our control, whether on the border of Europe or further afield: 
God of Love, our hearts break at the violence in our world, the loss of life, the dishonouring of children of God, 
the vile insults hurled, and the wounds of history reopened. We pray for the families of those who have died 
and all the wounded. We pray in praise of those who persist in demonstrating and working for peace. Guide our 
feet and minds that we do not take backward steps fuelled by hatred. Guide our mouths and hearts that we do 
not remain silent when the humanity of others is being assaulted and terrorised. Convict us anew to follow 
Christ’s commandment. Hold us to account. “Those who say, ‘I love God,’ and hate their brothers or sisters, are 
liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not 
seen. The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters 
also.” Strengthen us to love one another as we love you. With such love, we are compelled to stand for justice, 
and walk in peace. Amen 
(Adapted from material published at worshipwords.co.uk) 

 
WORSHIP DETAILS for 20 February 
Horfield at 10.00 in person and on Zoom, conducted by A. Biddlestone. 
Bishopston at 10.30 conducted by C. Blenkinsopp. 
Shirehampton at 11.00 conducted by Rev. P. Luxon with Holy Communion. 
St Peter’s, Pilning with Easter Compton at 10.00. conducted by the Anglican Team. 
Circuit Evening Service at Horfield at 6.00 in person and on Zoom conducted by Rev. Patrick Stonehewer. 

 
Current guidance at Horfield about Covid-19. The stewards on duty will use their discretion to decide when the 
building is full. Please continue to arrive in good time so you can register your Track and Trace details, entering 
via the left-hand doors from Gloucester Road, with the side (red) door in Churchways Avenue solely for those 
needing level access. You must wear a face covering whilst in the building unless you have a medical exemption, 
and follow other Covid-19 arrangements whilst inside, including maintaining two metres social distancing. Hymn 
Books will be available at the back of the church. Do not attend worship in person if you have any symptoms of 
Covid-19. You will continue to be able to join the service via Zoom. 



OTHER WORSHIP DETAILS for 20 February and the week 
Sunday Worship. Radio 4 at 8.10. God is our Refuge and Strength from Cornerstone Church, Nottingham. 
Songs of Praise. BBC 2 at 1.15. Claire McCollum goes on a Christian Heritage Tour of Edinburgh and 
discovers the faith of Scottish sporting hero, Eric Liddell. 
Daily Service at 09.45. BBC Radio 4 Long Wave. 

 
Open Café Church on 21 February from 10.00 onwards hosted by St Peter's, Pilning. Please contact 
churchwardenpilning@gmail.com for the joining details 
Evening Prayer every Wednesday at 4.00 hosted by St Peter’s, Pilning, using the Church of England “Join us in 
Daily Prayer – https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-andworship/joinusservice-daily-prayer 

 
WORSHIP DETAILS for 27 February 
Horfield at 10.00 in person and on Zoom, conducted by C Campion Smith. 
Bishopston at 10.30 conducted by C. Jones. 
Shirehampton at 11.00. Local Arrangement with Coffee and Conversation. 
St. Peter’s and Easter Compton at 10.00 is led by Rev David Deeks. 
Circuit Evening Service at Horfield at 6p.m. in person and on Zoom, led by Rev. S. Uwimana. 

 
WEEKLY NOTICES. Please send items to Eurfron by Tuesday, eurfron@blueyonder.co.uk or 0117 969 1908. 

 
GENERAL NOTICES 

Just as last week's notices were being circulated, we heard news of the death of Margaret Mortlock, wife of 
Peter, a former circuit minister. Margaret was active in many aspects of church life, and exercised her own 
calling as a local preacher, including mentoring those in training for that ministry. Margaret's funeral will take 
place at Portishead Methodist Church on 28 February at 2.30 p.m. after a private cremation. Loving God, we 
hold Margaret before you, giving thanks for her and all those who mourn her death. Be close to all who knew 
and loved her, particularly Peter and members of their family. May the peace of your presence be with them, 
now and always. Amen 

World Day of Prayer. The service this year will take place at Horfield Parish Church on Friday 4th March at 
10.30. The service has been written by women from England, Northern Ireland and Wales. All are welcome. 

 
Fairtrade Fortnight, February 21 to March 6. As part of the ‘Wes Talks’ series, John Wesley’s New Room is 
running an online talk called “The Future of Fairtrade” on Monday February 21 at 7.30pm. A speaker from the 
Fairtrade Foundation will be sharing how Fairtrade farmers and producers are looking to the future and 
responding to the challenges of climate change and other issues. More details and book: 
www.newroombristol.org.uk/events 

 
Safeguarding Foundation Course at Horfield on Saturday 26 February from 9.30 to 12.30. This training has to 
be revisited every four years. Everyone who holds an office in the church should hold an up to date certificate. 
Please enrol through your safeguarding officer. 

 
Half Term Activities. Remarkable Remedies. John Wesley was very interested in health and wellbeing. In 1747 
he published a book called ‘The Primitive Physick’ full of remedies and ideas. It was a best seller! This half term 
(February 21-26), visit the Museum at John Wesley’s New Room in Broadmead and follow a trail around twelve 
rooms to learn more about the man and his ideas. The museum is open Monday to Saturday from 10:00 to 4:00. 
We are also running two specific Wesley’s Wellbeing Workshops. These fun workshops run from 10:00 – 1:00 on 
February 23 and 24 and are an opportunity for all ages to learn about 18th century lotions and potions (and 
make some!) Tickets (including museum admission for a year) are £10 for one adult and up to three 
children/£15 for two adults and up to three children. If you already have a museum pass the workshops cost 
£3. Please book by emailing education@newroombristol.org.uk. Suitable for children aged 6+, who must be 
accompanied by an adult. 



Luke for Lent - Zoom Bible Study. There are two opportunities to engage with a bible study series during 
Lent, arranged by the Circuit: Tuesdays 1 March to 19 April from 7:30-8:30pm. To book a place contact Richard 
Sharples, richard.sharples@methodist.org.uk or 0117 962 9679, or Wednesdays 7:45-8.45pm starting 
Wednesdays 2 March to 20 April. To book a place contact Rev Patrick Stonehewer, 
patrick.stonehewer@methodist.org.uk or 0117 924 8407. 
Drop-ins at Fulligrove House are reverting to Wednesdays 2.30-4.30. All welcome. 

 
Accredited Emergency First Aid at work Training Level 3 on Wednesday 10 March from 10 to 5. 
At The Methodist Church, Penpole Road, Shirehampton, BS11 ODY. Cost £72 businesses, £32 Local 
organisations. Free for unwaged and volunteers. 
Booking Contacts: - Steph on 07305 066478 or Projectcoordinator@JTEhubshire.org 

 
The Noise. With the new year well underway, we are also busy with preparations for The Noise 2022, when 
churches across the city will once again unite to reach out to the communities around them with a shared vision 
of SHOWING GOD'S LOVE IN PRACTICAL WAYS, and we want to use this year's projects and activities to 
help our neighbours RECONNECT. Prayer Gatherings on Tuesdays. 1 March at 12:30 and 15 March at 8 to 
8.30pm. Zoom ID 92070571281 Passcode 11111 

 
Bishopston. Congratulations to Margaret and Richard Angel on the safe arrival of a granddaughter, Florence. 
Love and best wishes to Antony and Sarah. 

 
Horfield. The Church has been awarded a Silver Eco Award. Congratulations to everyone who has contributed 
especially Lou who submitted the paperwork. 

 
Horfield Church Gift Day in aid of church funds will be held on Saturday 5 March from 10.00 to 12 00. Come 
and see displays of talents and skills. Buy homemade crafts, tea/coffee and cake. 

 
Horfield. A letter has been received from Parkway Methodist Church thanking us for our contribution to their 
Christmas Gift distribution. About 181 gifts were distributed through organisations and charities. Thank you 
everyone who contributed. 

 
Horfield and Bishopston. An important part of our discipleship is to pray for our community and one another. 
This week you are asked to pray for the following and their families: - Bertha Lakey, Ray Leamon, Winnie 
Leaning, Julie Leeming, Joan Lewis. 

 
Horfield. Keys & Fobs. If you hold a church key and have no further need of it, please would you return it to 
Heather Wilcox. 

 
Horfield. Recycled Printer Cartridges. Boxes have been placed in the Church and Crush Hall to receive your 
old printer cartridges. We will receive payment which will help towards our eco group expenses. 

 
Horfield. Property matters 
Volunteers are requested to operate the AV desk during services. Please talk to Howard who will train anyone 
who is interested. 
Signs around the Building. If any notices need to be displayed please run them by the property committee 
before putting in place so that they can be standardized. 

 
Cycling group. We welcome e-bikes to meet 1:00pm Sundays weekly, subject to weather. Meet at the main car 
park entrance to Lockleaze Sports Centre. Perfect for the novice, normally with a coffee break. 



Dates for your diary 
Horfield. Saturday 26 February at 9.30,Safeguarding Foundation Course. 
Horfield. Tuesday 1 March at 7.30 on Zoom, Leadership Meeting. 
Horfield. Saturday 5 March, Gift Day. 
Horfield. Thursday 10 March, Eco Group Meeting at 7.30 pm. 
Horfield. Thursday 24 March, Children and Young People’s Group. 

 
Special days this week. Sunday 20 February, National Leadership Day and Love your Pet Day. 
Saturday 26 February, Set a Good Example Day. 
Reflection on the Lectionary Sunday 20th February (Ordinary 7) 
Psalm 37 : 1 - 11; Genesis 45 : 3 – 11, 15; 1 Corinthians 15 : 35-38, 42-50; Luke 6 : 27 – 38 

This reflection is provided by Brenda Isherwood (Yate) 

Luke 6 : 27 – 38. It is not easy following all the teachings of Jesus. It’s so easy to base behaviour on those 
teachings that you agree with and to put to the back of your mind those with which you have a problem. This 
teaching especially, can be a difficult one to follow. It would have been very difficult for those who heard this 
at the time. He was speaking to people in an occupied land the ‘enemies’ would have been all around them, the 
Romans and those who worked for them, and this kind of ethos was unheard of, not just in relation to the 
obvious enemy but to anyone who had done an unkind act. The right to hit back, ‘the eye for an eye attitude’ was 
your right. Your community would have supported you to get revenge if you had been hurt. Who do we consider 
our enemy? Who is able to hurt us? Sometimes the people who are closest to us, have the power to hurt us the 
most. 
However, today some of those who hurt people the most, have never even met them. Social media allows contact 
with so many more people and being unkind to someone you have not met or do not have to see can be so easy! 
We have heard of people being ‘trolled’ which means they make a deliberately offensive or provocative online 
post with the aim of upsetting someone or producing an angry response from them. That is a growing enemy that 
many have nowadays. But what if the person receiving the unkind post, posted something caring to that person. 
Returning something positive to something very negative, who can say what that would do. 
Our faith is a very positive faith. A lot of religions consist of rules and commandments that say, ‘do not’ or 
‘must not,’ here is Jesus saying ‘do’. Do love each other, do help one another, do unto others what you would like 
done to you, do return good for evil, a positive commandment. Jesus tells us we are better than those who do 
not follow him, because we are doing what God asks of us and showing the love God has for us to others. The 
love that Jesus is talking about, is the unconditional love that as His followers we are asked to show to all 
people, no matter who they are or what they have done. The love that shows no matter what, they do, we only 
want what is best for them. As I said at the beginning it’s a very difficult teaching. Don’t ever think that 
showing care towards a person who has shown nothing but unkindness towards you is a weakness. It takes a 
great deal of strength, courage, and faith to do as Jesus asks us. It is something we can never do alone; it is 
only with his love and the Holy Spirit that we are able to do it at all. But in doing this we are able to show true 
witness to our faith. Amen 
Father help us to see people with your eyes, to understand with your grace and we ask for the courage to love 
as you love. Amen 

 
We thank Brenda for these reflections. 
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