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These notices are also posted on 

God’s table is open to all 
Sunday 13 February – Racial Justice Sunday 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This week we think of the words of a man whose life ended while fighting for justice. A true revolution of 
values will soon cause us to question the fairness and justice of many of our past and present policies. We are 
called to play the Good Samaritan on life’s roadside, but that will be only an initial act. One day we must come to 
see that the whole Jericho Road must be transformed so that men and women will not be constantly beaten and 
robbed as they make their journey on life's highway. True compassion is more than flinging a coin to a beggar; it 
is not haphazard and superficial. Compassion sees that an edifice that produces beggars needs restructuring. A 
true revolution of values will soon look uneasily on the glaring contrast of poverty and wealth. 

 
Let us pray: Ever present God, you called us to be in relationship with one another and promised to dwell 
wherever two or three are gathered. In our community, we are many different people; we come from many 
different places, have many different cultures. Open our hearts that we may be bold in finding the riches of 
inclusion and the treasures of diversity among us. We pray in faith. Amen. 
Jericho Road – Rev Dr Martin Luther King Junior 

WORSHIP DETAILS for 13 February 
Horfield at 10.00 in person and on Zoom with Local Arrangement. 
Bishopston at 10.30 Led by Rev Patrick Stonehewer with Holy Communion. 
Shirehampton at 11.00 with All age worship led by Jo Hill. 
St Peter’s, Pilning with Easter Compton at 10.00. conducted by H. Cook. 
Cotswold Christian Community 4:45-5:30pm in the Cotswold Community Centre, Dursley Road. We will be 
having a ‘Mini Songs of Praise’ (Two people will suggest two songs/hymns each with some explanation about why 
they are meaningful to them) and there will be a discussion about the programme for the next few months. 
Circuit Evening Service at Horfield at 6.00 in person and on Zoom conducted by Rev. P.J. Jackson. 

 
Current guidance at Horfield about Covid-19. The stewards on duty will use their discretion to decide when 
the building is full. Please continue to arrive in good time so you can register your Track and Trace details, 
entering via the left-hand doors from Gloucester Road, with the side (red) door in Churchways Avenue solely 
for those needing level access. You must wear a face covering whilst in the building unless you have a medical 
exemption, and follow other Covid-19 arrangements whilst inside, including maintaining two metres social 
distancing. Do not attend worship in person if you have any symptoms of Covid-19. You will continue to be able to 
join the service via Zoom 

 
OTHER WORSHIP DETAILS for 13 February and the week 
Sunday Worship. Radio 4 at 8.10. Racial Justice is everyone’s business. A service for Racial Justice Sunday 
from St. Nocholas Church, Durham. 
Songs of Praise. BBC 1 at 11.25. Love and Kindness. Katherine Jenkins meets Christians showing love and 
kindness to others. 
Daily Service at 09.45. BBC Radio 4 Long Wave. 
Open Café Church on 14 February from 10.00 onwards hosted by St Peter's, Pilning. Please contact 
churchwardenpilning@gmail.com for the joining details. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Evening Prayer every Wednesday at 4.00 hosted by St Peter’s, Pilning, using the Church of England “Join us 

in Daily Prayer” – https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-andworship/joinusservice-daily-prayer 
 
WORSHIP DETAILS for 20 February 
Horfield at 10.00 conducted by A. Biddlestone. 
Bishopston at 10.30 conducted by C. Blenkinsopp. 
Shirehampton at 11.00 conducted by Rev. P. Luxon with Holy Communion. 
St Peter’s, Pilning with Easter Compton at 10.00. conducted by the Anglican Team. 
Circuit Evening Service at Horfield at 6.00 in person and on Zoom conducted by Rev. Patrick Stonehewer. 

WEEKLY NOTICES. Please send items to Eurfron by Tuesday, eurfron@blueyonder.co.uk or 0117 969 1908. 
 
GENERAL NOTICES 
Fairtrade Fortnight February 21 to March 6. 
As part of the ‘Wes Talks’ series, John Wesley’s New Room is running an online talk called “The Future of 
Fairtrade” on Monday February 21 at 7.30pm. A speaker from the Fairtrade Foundation will be sharing how 
Fairtrade farmers and producers are looking to the future and responding to the challenges of climate change 
and other issues. More details and book: www.newroombristol.org.uk/events/ 
Fair Trade As part of our journey to help the environment and protect the climate we have been looking at the 
advantages of buying Fairtrade products. This ensures that people are paid a fair wage for their efforts. These 
items are becoming more accessible in shops and we encourage you to buy them whenever possible. 
Safeguarding Foundation Course on Saturday 26 February at Horfield Methodist from 9.30 to 12.30. 
This training has to be revisited every four years. Everyone who holds an office in the church should hold an up 
to date certificate. Please enrol through your safeguarding officer. 

 
Half Term Activities – Remarkable Remedies John Wesley was very interested in health and wellbeing. In 
1747 he published a book called ‘The Primitive Physick’ full of remedies and ideas. It was a best seller! 
This half term (February 21-26), visit the Museum at John Wesley’s New Room in Broadmead and follow a trail 

around twelve rooms to learn more about the man and his ideas. The museum is open Monday to Saturday from 
10:00 to 4:00. We are also running two specific Wesley’s Wellbeing Workshops. These fun workshops run from 
10:00 – 1 :00 on February 23 and 24 and are an opportunity for all ages to learn about 18th century lotions and 
potions (and make some!)   Tickets (including museum admission for a year) are £10 for one adult and up to 
three children/£15 for two adults and up to three children. If you already have a museum pass the workshops 
cost £3. Please book by emailing e ducation@newroombristol.org.uk. Suitable for children aged 6+, who must be 
accompanied by an adult. 
Luke For Lent - Zoom Bible Study There are two opportunities to engage with a bible study series during 
Lent, arranged by the Circuit: Tuesdays 1 March to 19 April from 7:30-8:30pm. To book a place contact Richard 
Sharples, richard.sharples@methodist.org.uk or 0117 962 9679, or Wednesdays 7:45-8.45pm starting 
Wednesdays 2 March to 20 April. To book a place contact Rev Patrick Stonehewer, 
p atrick.stonehewer@methodist.org.uk or 0117 924 8407. 
Horfield and Bishopston. An important part of our discipleship is to pray for our community and one another. 
This week you are asked to pray for the following and their families:- Janet Hunt, Maureen and Philippa Hyde, 
Roger Jones, Junior Church, Jane Kimber, Gill Kibble. 
GOING NET ZERO: HAVE YOUR SAY AT GREEN AGENTS OF CHANGE EVENT. The Methodist Church is 
working towards net-zero carbon emissions by 2030. It’s a huge task, but so important at this time of climate 
crisis. We're inviting children and young people to come and tell us what they think the most important steps 
will be and where we should begin! Tickets for children and young people must be booked by parents/carers. 
Find out more and book tickets at https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/children-youth-family- 
ministry/agents-of-change/green-agents-of-change/online-event-going-net-zero-have-your-say/ 

The Noise. With the new year well underway, we are also busy with preparations for The Noise 2022, when 
churches across the city will once again unite to reach out to the communities around them with a shared vision 
of SHOWING GOD'S LOVE IN PRACTICAL WAYS, and we want to use this year's projects and activities to 
help our neighbours RECONNECT. Prayer Gatherings on Tuesdays. 15 February at 12:30, 1 March at 12:30 and 
15 March at 8 to 8.30pm. Zoom ID 92070571281 Passcode 111111 

 
Horfield: Keys & Fobs. If you hold a church key and have no further need of it, please would you return it to 
Heather Wilcox. 

Horfield. Recycled Printer Cartridges. Boxes have been placed in the Church and Crush Hall to receive your 
old printer cartridges. We will receive payment which will help towards our eco group expenses. 

  



 

 
In the Shirehampton Area. 
Accredited Emergency First Aid at work Training Level 3 on Wed 10 March from 10:00 to 5:00. At The 
Methodist Church, Penpole Road, Shirehampton, BS11 ODY. Cost £72 businesses, £32 Local Organisations, free 
for unwaged and volunteers. Booking Contacts: - Steph on 07305 066478 Projectcoordinator@JTEhubshire.org 
Stakeholders Lunch for JTE Hub on Tuesday 22 February from 12:30 - 2:30pm. Please book via Eventbrite as 
tickets are limited. 
 
Cream tea, silent auction and live music in aid of Bristol Northwest Food Bank. Saturday, 12 March from 
3:00 to 6:00 pm at St. Andrew’s Church, Avonmouth. Tickets £ 10 per person, available from the church. 
Contact details: Phone 04792 35343, e-mail: office@bristolnwf oodbank. org.uk 

Saturday 19 February 10:00 to 12:00. ALFA Coffee Morning at Fulligrove House - all welcome. 
Drop-ins at Fulligrove House are reverting to Wednesdays at 2:.30-4: 30. Again, all welcome. 

 
 
Dates for your diary 
Horfield. Saturday 26 February at 9.30 Safeguarding Foundation Course. 
Horfield. Tuesday 1 March at 7.30 on Zoom, Leadership Meeting. 
Horfield. Saturday 5 March, Gift Day. 
Horfield. Thursday 10 March, Eco Group Meeting at 7.30 pm. 
Horfield. Thursday 24 March- Children and Young People’s Group. 

 
Special days this week. Monday 14 February, St. Valentine’s Day. Thursday 17 February, Random acts of 
kindness day. 

Reflection on the Lectionary for Sunday 13 February (Ordinary 6)  

Psalm 1; Jeremiah 17 : 5 - 10; 1 Corinthians 15 : 12 - 20; Luke 6 : 17 – 26 
 
This reflection is provided by David Bainbridge (Horfield) 

 
The Gospel of Luke has been described as the social Gospel because of its concern for the poor and 
marginalized. Luke sets the tone in chapter 1 verses 46 - 55 where he records the Magnificat, then in chapter 4 
verses 18 - 19 when Jesus went into the synagogue in Nazareth and read those words of the prophet Isaiah 
which we sometimes refer to as his manifesto. His sermon on the plain with its blessings and woes in chapter 6 
further reinforces these social concerns that were a hallmark of Jesus’ ministry. All three passages take the 
accepted standards of the day, and our day, and turn them upside down. The losers, the poor, the weak, the 
outcasts become the winners. They are the ones Jesus calls blessed. 

 
Jesus’ sermon on the plain is similar in many ways to his sermon on the mount which we read in Matthew’s gospel 
although it is much shorter and has a different emphasis. Some scholars think they are both part of the same 
sermon or collection of sayings possibly delivered at different times to different audiences. Matthew’s is a 
more comfortable message giving us a long list of blessings which he spiritualizes; e.g. “blessed are the poor in 
spirit.” Whereas Luke has a much shorter list beginning with Jesus saying blessed are the poor and here he is 
speaking of the physically poor. He then balances this with a series of woes to those who are rich and satisfied. 
I think it helps our understanding of Jesus’ message when we note that he was speaking primarily to a wider 
group of disciples and although it speaks of future reward and judgement it also speaks to the present. It sets 
out both the rewards and challenges to discipleship, to citizenship in the kingdom of God. Yet at the same time 
it provides encouragement to those who would face opposition and hardship as faithful followers of Christ. It 
sets out Kingdom values and our government would do well to reflect on these words of Jesus in their 
commitment to “levelling up.’’ 

 
Yet we can’t escape the fact that it speaks to all who claim to be disciples of Jesus and no doubt more 
forcefully to some than others. We may not consider ourselves to be rich but compared to many people for 
whom each day is a struggle to survive we are very wealthy. We don’t experience real hunger or fierce 



opposition to our faith, which on balance places us in the woe column. So, these words of Jesus are both a warning 
and a challenge to us all. A warning, that when our lives get too comfortable, we risk spending more of our time and 
energy in maintaining the status quo. A challenge, to live a different life, a life that embraces the Kingdom values 
that Jesus taught and demonstrated in his concern for the poor, the sick the outcast. It calls us to be a voice for 
the voiceless, to be prepared to face opposition as we strive for the realisation of God’s kingdom and seek justice 
for all. 

 
A prayer from “Faith and Worship” This will not be easy, Lord. It is not in our nature. We spread our love thinly 
among those we can relate to, those who share our values, and those who do not threaten our comfortable 
lifestyle. It's not easy, Lord, and on our own we shall fail but with your help all things are possible. You led the 
way, and it is your example that we look to. You turned the values of this world upside down. Do the same with us. 
Lord. Help us live the reality of your Love. Amen. 

Our thanks to David for this reflection. 

 

 


