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God’s table is open to all 

Sunday 30 January 2022 
 

This coming weekend I will be conducting a fifth Covenant Service this year, each in a different context, a 

reminder of the variety of places in which I exercise my ministry. Over the course of the month, I've used 

what some consider the traditional words, equally modern ones and also adapted the service for an all age 

congregation. 

Those differences remind us how God comes in 'all our varied skills and arts' as the hymn writer puts it, equally 

recognising the need for our discipleship to develop and change. When John Wesley introduced a covenant 

service as an important part of spiritual life, he saw it as a time for Methodists to gather in a time of self- 

examination, reflection, and dedication, wholly giving up themselves and renewing covenant with God, taking 

their own circumstances into account. 

According to Wesley’s journal, the covenant service was held on various occasions throughout the year, but by 

the end of his life it was typically observed early in the year. It has undergone many revisions and adaptations, 

but its purpose as an evocative commitment to ongoing discipleship and Christ-like character remains intact as a 

means of grace for the church, bringing renewal in the hearts and lives of us all. 

Rev Patrick 

 

If you haven't been able to join a Covenant Service in person this year, and have online access, this week's 

YouTube service www.youtube.com/watch?v=haWVEoECO4U includes an opportunity to join in with the Covenant 

prayers. 

 

WORSHIP DETAILS for 30 January 
Horfield at 10.00 in person and on Zoom, conducted by D. Bainbridge with Tim Baker from All We Can, the 

Methodist Relief and Development Charity. 

Bishopston at 10.30 conducted by D. Carter. 

Shirehampton at 11.00. Local Arrangement- coffee and conversation. 

St Peter’s, Pilning with Easter Compton at 10.00. Covenant Service conducted by Rev. Patrick Stonehewer 

with Holy Communion. 

Circuit Evening Service at Horfield at 6.00 in person and on Zoom conducted by Rev. R. Sharples. 

YouTube service www.youtube.com/watch?v=haWVEoECO4U 

Current guidance at Horfield about Covid-19. The stewards on duty will use their discretion to decide when the 

building is full. Please continue to arrive in good time so you can register your Track and Trace details, entering 

mailto:patrick.stonehewer@methodist.org.uk
http://www.bsgc.org.uk/
http://www.horfieldmethodist.org.uk/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=haWVEoECO4U
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=haWVEoECO4U


via the left-hand doors from Gloucester Road, with the side (red) door in Churchways Avenue solely for those 

needing level access. You must wear a face covering whilst in the building unless you have a medical exemption, 

and follow other Covid-19 arrangements whilst inside, including maintaining two metres social distancing. Do not 

attend worship in person if you have any symptoms of Covid-19. You will continue to be able to join the service 

via Zoom. 

OTHER WORSHIP DETAILS for 30 January and the week 
Sunday Worship. Radio 4 at 8.10. A Service for the Chinese New Year from the Manchester Chinese 

Christian Church. 

Songs of Praise. BBC 1 at 1.15. The semi-final of the Gospel Singer of the Year. 

Daily Service at 09.45. BBC Radio 4 Long Wave. 

Open Café Church on 31 January from 10.00 onwards hosted by St Peter's, Pilning. Please contact 

churchwardenpilning@gmail.com for the joining details. 

Evening Prayer every Wednesday at 4.00 hosted by St Peter’s, Pilning, using the Church of England “Join us in 

Daily Prayer” – https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-andworship/joinusservice-daily-prayer 
 

WORSHIP DETAILS for 6 February 
Horfield with Bishopston at 10.00 in person and on Zoom, conducted by Rev. Patrick Stonehewer with Holy 

Communion. 

Shirehampton at 11.00, conducted by Rev. D. Edwards. 

St Peter’s, Pilning with Easter Compton at 10.00 conducted by Rev. P. Rowe with Holy Communion. 

Circuit Evening Service at Horfield at 6.00 in person and on Zoom conducted by Rev. S. Spencer. 

 

WEEKLY NOTICES. Please send items to Eurfron by Tuesday, eurfron@blueyonder.co.uk or 0117 969 1908. 

 
GENERAL NOTICES 

Luke For Lent - Zoom Bible Study There are two opportunities to engage with a bible study series during 

Lent, arranged by the Circuit. These are Tuesdays 1 March - 19 April, 7.30 - 8.30pm (to book a place contact 

Richard Sharples richard.sharples@methodist.org.uk 0117 962 9679), or Wednesdays 7.45 - 8.45pm 2 March - 

20 April (to book a place contact Rev Patrick Stonehewer, patrick.stonehewer@methodist.org.uk 

0117 924 8407) 

Thank you for your continuing prayers for the Churches Winter Night Shelter. There's been some really 

supportive mentoring going on over the past months, with the result that several of the guests are hoping to 

move on with employment and housing. It's been an exciting week, with lots of progress being made in their 

plans for life after the shelter. One guest met with a lawyer about his asylum claim and has been given some 

further steps to complete. Another has secured a permanent full-time job! He is starting this week and will 

also be viewing a number of different flats with a view to moving into rented accommodation soon. A further 

guest has also seen a number of rooms in shared houses and is likely to be moving on in the next couple of weeks 

whilst another has completed a trial week at a new job and is waiting to hear whether he will be taken on. A 

new guest has joined this week after spending the last few months living in a tent. He has settled in well and is 

already keen to find work. One of our past guests who left us very recently to move into private rented 

accommodation spoke really passionately about the difference that the shelter has made in his life. He is so 

incredibly grateful to all of you for providing support and care while he got himself back on his feet. He is 

planning to come back soon and buy pizza! Thanks be to God for this provision, the smooth running supported by 

churches across the city, and for these transforming changes. 

Practical help: One of the guests who recently moved out of the Night Shelter, could do with a few items. He 

would love a radio, dining table (small) and two chairs and a desk. If anyone has one of these items they would 

like to donate please get in touch. 

Campaign against Forced Labour. Around the world, there are injustices embedded into our supply chains and 

practices. Forced labour, slavery and unfair conditions are all present in the processes which produce everyday 

items and essential goods. Write to a brand (or two) that you frequently shop at. Ask them to confirm that 
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forced labour – particularly in Xinjiang, China – is not present within their supply chains, or demonstrate the 

steps they are taking to make their supply chains more ethically robust. 

 

Horfield & Bishopston. We are reviewing the circulation of printed notices (delivered either by hand or by 

post), so unless you confirm you still wish to receive them by 28 February, we shall cease sending them. The 

notices will still be available online. You may wish to give us an e-mail address if you have one. You can contact 

us in 3 ways:- 1) by email to <secretary@horfieldmethodist.org.uk; 2) by text message to 07552780740; (this 

is the Church mobile phone). 3) in writing to Church Council Secretary, Horfield Methodist Church, Churchways 

Avenue, Bristol. BS7 8SN. 

 

Horfield. Some things of interest from our Eco Group; 

1) On BBC iPlayer, catch up ‘Countryfile’ from last week, episode originally broadcast on Sunday 16 January. Our 

chosen wildlife charity Grow Wilder is featured. It's a really good piece and gives a good idea of what they are 

involved in. 

2) Catch on BBC Sounds, ‘Open Country’, originally heard at 3pm 20 January on Radio 4. It talks about the 

urban goats on Purdown, the history of the gun batteries and Purdown Percy. 

3) Fairtrade. Think about buying Fairtrade products. Look for the logo when shopping and you will make a 

difference. Fairtrade means that your money is ensuring better pay and working conditions for people in the 

developing world. Co-op have a lot of Fairtrade products in their own brand range. 

4) Book recommendation. If anyone wants to understand climate change better and find out tips on what 

individuals can do, then check out the following book HOW TO SAVE THE WORLD FOR FREE by Natalie Fee. If 

anyone wants to borrow a copy contact Lou Carias email lb007e5544@blueyonder.co.uk Kind regards, Lou 

 

Horfield and Bishopston. An important part of our discipleship is to pray for our community and one another. 

This week you are asked to pray for the following and their families :- John & Rachel Gowin, Geoff Grady, 

Hayley Grady, Colston Grady, Jade Heal, Peter Hamilton, Pauline and John Harris. 

 

Members of Horfield and Bishopston Methodist Church. We have an offer from Eurfron Parry and David 

Chandler to run a face to face course to update all members that need safeguarding training as part of their 

role within the Church. All people who hold any post within the church should attend at least the Foundation 

Course and revisit it every four years. The course will probably be on Saturday 26 February . As I am new to 

the post of Safeguarding for both churches, I am not sure who needs to attend the course. If you think you 

need to update your safeguarding knowledge or it is some years since you have attended such a course, please 

could you let me know. My email address is pfharris@blueyonder.co.uk Thank you. Pauline Harris. 

The Foundation Course is open to other churches in the area- please let your Safeguarding Officer know. 
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Horfield. The next afternoon tea will be on Tuesday, 8 February from 2.30 to 3.30. Cost £2.50. Please contact 

Eurfron on 0117 9691908 if you wish to come. 

 

Horfield. Messy Church on Saturday 12 February at 11.00. Fun, worship and food for all the family. 

February's theme is 'Stairway to Heaven'. We will be looking at the story of Jacob’s ladder to Heaven from 

Genesis 28, verses 10 to 19. 

Activities will include our own version of ladder hopscotch, making a giant ladder with angels ascending and 

descending, thinking about our pinky promises and the promises God has made. 

How Jacob and people can change from being unkind to being the people God wants us to be. 

Creating our own special Curlywurly ladder cakes and sending angels up a ladder with our prayers to God, we 

always have a constant link with God. 

 

Dates for your diary. 

Horfield and Bishopston. Thursday 3 February at 7.30. Church Council 

Horfield. Wednesday 9 February at 7.30. Property Meeting. 

Horfield. Thursday 10 February at 7.30 at Church. Stewards + 

Horfield. Tuesday 1 March at 7.30 on zoom Leadership Meeting 

 

Special days in the next week. 

February 1. National Freedom from Slavery Day and Chinese New Year. February 3. Optimist Day. 

 

Reflection on the Lectionary for Sunday 30 January (Ordinary 4) 

Psalm 71 : 1 - 6; Jeremiah 1 : 4 - 10; 1 Corinthians 13 : 1 - 13; Luke 4: 21 – 30 

This reflection is provided by David Carter (Watley’s End) 

Three of the readings for today remind us of a key aspect of Christian faith and discipleship. 

The psalmist in Psalm 71 reminds us of need for faith in God’s providence, particularly in times of fear and 

distress. He is confident not only that the God on whom he rests his faith will deliver him, but also, as the final 

verse of the reading reveals, that God has been active in his favour since birth, ‘it is you who took me out of my 

mother’s womb.’ He calls on God to rescue him in terms of his abiding faith in God’s righteousness, which, in this 

context, means in terms of God’s vindication of those who suffer from the persecution and wrong doing of 

others. 

The Jeremiah passage is the famous account of his call to be a very special prophet, who will speak truth not 

just to his own king and people but also more widely to the nations, something that goes beyond the call of 

earlier prophets. Faced with such an extraordinary call, Jeremiah confesses his complete inadequacy, on 

account both of his youth and his lack of sheer ability to hold forth to others. He is reassured that God will 

make good that deficiency. Just as Jesus told the disciples later that the Holy Spirit would give them the 

words to speak before their persecutors, so God assures Jeremiah, ‘now I have put my words in your mouth.’ 

God never calls anyone to any particular vocation without equipping them with the necessary gifts to carry it 

out. 

Finally, Paul, in a particularly famous passage, reminds us that love is both the principle attribute of God and the 

most precious gift any Christian can receive, far above all others, even extraordinary ones like the gift of 

tongues. 

We remember what John Wesley said to the same effect. 

‘The ground of a thousand mistakes in religion is the not considering deeply that love is the highest gift of God, 

humble, gentle, patient love, that all visions, revelations, manifestations, whatever, are little things compared to 

love. The heaven of heavens is love. There is nothing higher in religion; there is, in effect, nothing else.’ 

You are to aim at nothing less than more of that love described in 1 Corinthians 13. 

Prayer 

Father, giver of every good and perfect gift, grant to us your servants grace appropriate to all those tasks to 

which you call us. Above all, pour into the hearts of every one of your faithful the most excellent of all gifts, 



love, humble, patient, kind and gentle love and thereby make us ministers of your love to all whom we meet, day 

by day. Amen. 

 

Our thanks to David for this week’s reflection. 


