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Sunday 23 January 2022 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
 

 
Recent weeks have seen much speculation and discussion about the gatherings which took place in and around 10 
Downing Street in the spring of 2020 in the early days of the pandemic, and appear to have been held with no 
regard to the significant restrictions which were in place across the country.  At the time I write these, an 
investigation is ongoing which we hope will reveal the truth (although much has already been shared in the 
media).   
 

- ends with Pilate's question 'What is truth?' 
(John 18:38).  Pilate owed his power to an emperor who could take it away at a whim, so no doubt looked over his 
shoulder to keep a close watch on possible usurpers, and probably developed systems which could solidify his 
power.  As a result, his power had its limitations and was bound up in uncertainty.   
 
Contrast this with Jesus, who never hankered after power, but chose to give it up to live as a human being.  
Jesus knew that real earthly power was about how you help others rather than yourself and wasn't concerned 

  
posed a threat.  When 

subsequently moved the conversation on to issues of truth, the governor appeared flummoxed. 
 
How does this help us react as Christians to today's news?  It could be argued that Pilate was only interested in 
power, but Jesus' concern was truth.  Power and truth are not mutually exclusive, but some who hold power 
often feel threatened by truth, as it may expose how they came to power or choose to exercise it.  Rev Patrick 
 
WORSHIP DETAILS for 23 January 
Horfield at 10.00 in person and on Zoom conducted by J Creech. 
Bishopston at 10.30 with Local Arrangement. 
Shirehampton at 11.00 conducted by Rev. P. Stonehewer with Holy Communion and Covenant Service. 

g with Easter Compton at 10.00 conducted by Rev. D. Hardy.  
Circuit Evening Service at Horfield at 6.00 in person and on Zoom led Rev. H. Cooke 
 



Current guidance at Horfield about Covid-19. The stewards on duty will use their discretion to decide when 
the building is full. Please continue to arrive in good time so you can register your Track and Trace details, 
entering via the left-hand doors from Gloucester Road, with the side (red) door in Churchways Avenue solely 
for those needing level access. You must wear a face covering whilst in the building unless you have a medical 
exemption, and follow other Covid-19 arrangements whilst inside, including maintaining two metres social 
distancing. Do not attend worship in person if you have any symptoms of Covid-19. You will continue to be able to 
join the service via Zoom. 
 
Covenant Services. Many of you will have had the opportunity to participate in a Covenant Service in person 
over the past few weeks, or will be able to do so before the end of January.  If that's not been possible, there 
will be a pre-recorded Covenant service available over the weekend of 29-30 January.  Details about how to 
access this will follow.  Rev Patrick 
. 
OTHER WORSHIP DETAILS for 23 January and the week 
Sunday Worship. Radio 4 at 8.10. In the week of Prayer for Christian Unity, a Presbyterian Minister and a 
Roman Catholic Priest reflect on how friendship can be transformational.  
Songs of Praise. BBC 1 at 1.15.  Rev. Kate Bottley meets Christians who have experienced the power of the 
Bible. 
Daily Service at 09.45. BBC Radio 4 Long Wave. 
Open Café Church on 24 January from 10.00 onwards hosted by St Peter's, Pilning. Please contact 
churchwardenpilning@gmail.com for the joining details.  
Evening Prayer every Wednesday at 4.00 

 https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-andworship/joinusservice-daily-prayer  
 
WORSHIP DETAILS for 30 January  
Horfield at 10.00 in person and on Zoom, conducted by D. Bainbridge. 
Bishopston at 10.30 conducted by D. Carter. 
Shirehampton at 11.00 with Local Arrangement- coffee and conversation.  

at 10.00. Covenant Service conducted by Rev. Patrick Stonehewer 
with Holy Communion. 
Circuit Evening Service at Horfield at 6.00 in person and on Zoom conducted by Rev. R. Sharples. 
 
WEEKLY NOTICES. Please send items to Eurfron by Tuesday, eurfron@blueyonder.co.uk or 0117 969 1908.   
 

GENERAL NOTICES 

'Speaking Truth : Voices of Survivors of childhood abuse' webinar series.Wed 23 February 2022, 11am  
12:30pm    Webinar 2 - From Stumbling Block to Steppingstone   In 
Webinar 2  we will be introduced to a consideration of the theology of safeguarding and how erroneous 
interpretations of scripture have been used to justify suffering or to force survivors to forgive. We will learn 
how childhood abuse affects future faith 
aspects of traditional church, including language, which can be harmful to survivors. We will hear from survivors 
about their experiences, including alternative modes of church which they have found helpful. We will look at 

abuse within our congregations. Register in advance for this webinar: These webinars are aimed at a broad 
audience from Safeguarding Officers and those in leadership roles to anyone wishing to learn how to be more 
welcoming and inclusive towards survivors of abuse within our church. 
 
The Ark Bus. The Easter trail is back in its full form and so we are looking for groups to decorate our mob of 
meerkats! The theme this year is community. In addition to decorating the animal shape, we are also looking to 
create scrapbooks of artwork that will accompany the meerkats. Last year we realised just how many children 
and young people wanted to contribute artwork as we were astounded by the volume that was created. This 



year, as a result of that, the New Room will be hosting the 'meerkat community artwork scrapbook gallery' 
throughout the Easter holiday. This way, many children can contribute to the trail, not just the small groups 
which decorate the meerkat.  If your school/group would like to take part again in the 2022 trail, please would 
you be able to let me know by Monday 31 January, as we need to order the meerkats.  
jenny.bourne@thearkbus.org.uk  
 
JTE Hub at Shirehampton.  between 11.00 and 12.30. 
 
Here are some ideas to make   your priority in 2022, suggested by A Rocha.  

Bring nature into your home or garden. Planting a herb or flower as a reminder of our responsibility to 

at home in 2022. 
Spot winter wildlife. Winter is still a great time to be outdoors and see wildlife. Soak up the seasonal 
sights on your doorstep or find out what you can see in different parts of the UK here. 
Walk and Worship. Go for a walk in nature and note all the signs of the season. Use this time to reflect 
on the changing season and what we can be thankful for. 
Write about or draw something that inspires you in nature. Try this one as a group activity and share 
your ideas and reflections. 

 
Horfield and Bishopston. We are reviewing the circulation of printed notices (delivered either by hand or by 
post) so unless you confirm you still wish to receive them by 28 February, we shall cease sending them. The 
notices will still be available online.  You may wish to give us an e-mail address if you have one.  You can contact 
us in 3 ways.  1) by email to <secretary@horfieldmethodist.org.uk; 2) by text message to 07552 780740;  (this 
is the Church mobile phone). 3) in writing to Church Council Secretary, Horfield Methodist Church, Churchways 
Avenue, Bristol. BS7 8SN. 
 
Horfield.  Situations vacant. We are approaching the time of year when we will look to appoint new Church 
Stewards to serve God in our church community.  We are looking for two people to step into this role which is 
part of the leadership team of the church, working closely alongside other officers and our minister, Patrick.  
Is God calling you to this?  We are also looking to recruit some more Communion Stewards to help prepare for 
and assist with the smooth running of Communion services each month.  If you want to know more about either 
of these roles please speak to one of the current team of stewards or Rev Patrick who will be able to share 
more information with you. 
Horfield & Bishopston. An important part of our discipleship is to pray for our community and one another. This 
week you are asked to pray for the following and their families :- Judith Gardiner, Ehsan Ghasemi, Jane Gosh, 
Denise Gordon, Geoffrey Hale and Ursula Hale. 
 
Members of Horfield Methodist Church. We have an offer from Eurfron Parry and David Chandler to run a 
face to face course to update all members that need safeguarding training as part of their role within the 
Church. All people who hold any post within the church should attend at least the Foundation Course and revisit 
it every four years. The course will probably be on Saturday 26 February..  As I am new to the post of 
Safeguarding for both churches, I am not sure who needs to attend the course.  If you think you need to 
update your safeguarding knowledge or it is some years since you have attended such a course, please could you 
let me know.  My email address is pfharris@blueyonder.co.uk   Thank you.   Pauline Harris. 
The Foundation Course is open to other churches within the area.  Please let your Safeguarding Officer know if 
you wish to attend. 

Dates for your diary.              
Horfield. Sunday 23 January at 4 pm on Zoom. Neighbourhood and Mission. Zoom details on page 5. 
Horfield.  Thursday 27 January at 7.30 on Zoom, Eco Church.  
Horfield and Bishopston. Thursday 3 February at 7.30. Church Council (Reports in by 21 January)  
Horfield.  Wednesday 9 February at 7.30. Property Meeting.   
Horfield. Thursday 10 February at 7.30 at Church. Stewards +. 



Horfield. Tuesday 1 March at 7.30 on Zoom. Leadership Meeting 
 
Special days in the next week 
January 23. National Bible Sunday, World Leprosy Day. 
January 25. January 27.The Holocaust Memorial Day. 
 
Reflection on the Lectionary for Sunday 23 January (Ordinary 3) 
Psalm 19; Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a;  Luke 4: 14  21  
 
This reflection is provided by Christine Stones 

 
 Gospel passage starts with a glowing account of the successful commencement of  public ministry 

in Galilee.  
Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole 
countryside.  He was teaching in their synagogues, and everyone praised him. (vv 14-15) 

e town of Nazareth.  
People knew who he was, had heard about what had happened elsewhere and he is invited to read from the 
Scriptures.  Jesus selects the opening verses from Isaiah chapter 61 found in the section of Isaiah associated 

om exile.  Isaiah offers a message of hope to the nation with the promise of the Messiah 
recovery of sight 

for the blind, freedom for the oppressed and declaring t  the time when debts are 
forgiven, land and property returned.    
 
Jesus reads the passage and when he sits down all eyes in the synagogue are on him.  And he announces that 
today this has come true.  This Messianic promise is the heart of his mission.  Equivalent passages in Matthew 
and Mark are just one sentence summaries, 

 
 

excluded. In the chapters following our passage we see the good news enacted. Through word and deed, Jesus 
transforms the lives of those impoverished by disease, disability or demon possession, and those excluded from 
community life by their work or role or despised status.  
Here is Good News and is it for all?  In reading from Isaiah, Jesus leaves out the threat of vengeance that is 
included in the 

Kingdom of peace and justice, love and joy and th
overlooked, despised and forgotten then it requires a redistribution of resources. And thus, Good News for all 
carries a challenge for those living comfortably.  
 
If we are to follow the way of Jesus 
transformation of unjust, exploitative structures and that challenges aspects of our comfortable lives:   
What will we do about rich nations grabbing Covid vaccines whilst poorer nations struggle to vaccinate their 
populations?  
What will we do about desperate asylum seekers and migrants seeking refuge in the UK? 
What will we do about the climate emergency with its devastating impact on the poorest in the world and how 
great is our sense of urgency? 
 
Prayer 
Loving God, we thank you for the Good News revealed in your son Jesus Christ.  
May we be filled with your Holy Spirit that our individual lives and the work of your church  
may further your Kingdom of peace and justice for all people. Amen. 
 
Our thanks to Christine for this reflection. 


