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Sunday 9 May 2021

We are blessed across our Circuit by The Ark Team, whose creative and pioneering work aims to share the  
good news of Jesus by engaging with people and communities in new ways.  
last couple of years, particularly with Me

   
pray for them, and keep in touch via www.facebook.com/TheArkBus if you have internet access.     Rev Patrick

and distribute 3500 bags, which meant that we could 
give a bag to every child from the schools who had provided artwork for the Emerging Hope Easter Trail. To you 
all, however you supported this work - thank you! Your kindness and generosity enabled families to receive the 
message of hope and love at Easter.

The rest of the month has passed in a bit of a whirlwind bringing the team unexpected experiences, some that 
have brought forth joy, like the Easter Trail, whilst others have given us reason to pause to reflect, grieve for 

(by Harry Baker, used with permission) and we wanted to share it, especially during this weird time. I wonder 
how it speaks to you.

 
 
The ground beneath our feet is unfamiliar 

 
Our frames of reference may have shifted, 
Or indeed still be shifting 
But may you bring us in to land on the un-shore 
May we not mourn for what is lost but find new form from what it was 
Not see before as something gone but something we can springboard from, 
What if we saw this new terrain as new training ground 

 
ere but how we get from here that takes us now 

May we embrace that close relationship of faith and doubt 
When every single one of us has come from the unknown 
As we re-  
What if instead of investing in the specifics of the route 
We could remember what we did and how we felt that got us through 
  

 



 
When the ground moves beneath us, 
may it not be beneath us to be moved 
May all that is contained in you make you able to continue 
The fact that is unsettling is barely worth a mention 
Since when has settling been the intention? 
Though it is tempting to attempt to shape things how they were before 
May we be brave enough to crave for something more 
When every single one of us has come from the unknown 
As we re-  
 
With best wishes   Patrick 
 
FORTHCOMING SERVICES

Joint Service on May 9 at 10.00 at Horfield Methodist Church and on Zoom led by Ken Luxon.
It will be possible to attend the joint morning service in person at Horfield Methodist Church or via Zoom using 
the link advertised below.  If you would like to attend in person, please reserve a place by calling a steward on 
07552 780740 between 9am on Monday and 5pm on Friday for the coming Sunday. (If you book a place but 
subsequently need to change your mind please do let the steward know).  When attending, please enter via the 
left-hand doors from the Gloucester Road frontage, with the side (red) door in Churchways Avenue solely for 
those needing level access.  On arrival, a steward will check that you are feeling well.   You will need to wear a 
face covering whilst in the building (unless you have a medical exemption) and follow the other COVID-19 
arrangements within the building including maintaining 2 metres social distancing at all times.

Joint Service on May 16 at 10.00 at Horfield Methodist Church and on Zoom led by Rev Patrick Stonehewer.

 May at 10.00 will be led by Rev Patrick Stonehewer.

will be at the Church.

Junior Church sessions continue online every Sunday at 10.00.  Email Helen before Saturday midday 
(treasurer@horfieldmethodist.org.uk) for the Zoom access details.   
 
All Age devotions for everyone, available via www.rootsontheweb.com.
 
Bible Study.  12 May, 7.45pm - 9.15pm. Please see Zoom details at the end of the Notices.
 
Bristol District Testimony Service. Sunday 16th May at 4pm.  You are invited to join us online as Rev Leigh 
Maydew shares his faith journey as he goes forward to ordination.  Preacher Rev Dr Jonathan Pye, Chair of 
District.   www.facebook.com/YateMethodistChurch
 
Video reflections. Our online worship videos will continue to be available via church websites. Thank you to 
those who have contributed to these.
 
OTHER WORSHIP DETAILS
 
Sunday Worship - BBC Radio 4 on May 9 at 8.10.  How to Pray - The Archbishop of York reflects on prayer 
from Bishopthorpe.  
Sunday Morning Stories  BBC2 on May 9 at 12.45. Rev Kate Bottley shares stories of people who have used 
their religion to overcome adversity. 
Songs of Praise  BBC2 on May 9 at 1.15.  Brenda Edwards visits Swansea to explore the Welsh Revival.  
Daily Service  Each weekday on BBC Radio 4 LW at 09.45 
 



Open Church Cafe, 10 May, 10.00 onwards, hosted by St Peter's, Pilning.  Please contact 
churchwardenpilning@gmail.com for the joining details.
 
Evening Prayer 10 May,  4.00pm hosted by St Peter's, Pilning, using the Church of England "Join us in Daily 
Prayer" resources https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer. Zoom 
details on last page
 
WEEKLY NOTICES  please send items to Eurfron by Tuesday, eurfron@blueyonder.co.uk or 0117 969 1908. 
 
GENERAL NOTICES 
 
Following the provisional appointment of Rev Novette Headley as Superintendent Minister for the 
Circuit from September this year, we have been informed that Novette has been nominated as Chair of the 
Birmingham District from September 2022.  Novette will still take up her appointment with us in August, but 
this will only be for 12 months. We have been informed that finding a replacement for September 2022 will be 
a priority for the District, working with regional and connexional colleagues.  Whilst this is disappointing news 
for the Circuit, we recognise that all stationing appointments are provisional until they are confirmed at The 
Methodist Conference. We are however delighted that Novette has been appointed as a Chair of District and 
look forward to working with her this coming year and assure her of our support and blessings for the future.  
Dottie North, Senior Circuit Steward. 

Christian Aid Week. May 10- 16. Partnering with Christian Aid to give thanks for Covid vaccinations. 
Thank you to all who have donated, so far almost £5,000 has been raised which is fantastic!  The Circuit is 
working in partnership with Christian Aid to encourage people to donate money as an expression of thanks for 
their vaccinations. The money will be used by Christian Aid to fund clean water, hygiene kits and PPE facilities in 
communities to enable COVID Vaccinations to be distributed safely. Visit giving.tapsimple.org/online/christian-
aid/giving-thanks-for-our-vaccines-across-bristol-south-gloucestershire-methodist-circuit for more details and 
to donate online.  If you would like to send a cheque (payable to 'Christian Aid'), address to Adam Biddlestone, 
Circuit Office, Horfield Methodist Church, Churchways Avenue, Bristol BS7 8SN with a covering note 
 
The New Room is looking for children and adults to decorate butterflies for a display in the courtyard when 
they reopen on May 17. For more details https://www.newroombristol.org.uk/easter-2021-emerging-hope/

The New Room also shares an Emmaus Service (a short service with prayers, a reading and a reflection) on 
Facebook on Tuesdays at 1pm. Please join us if you are a Facebook user, or via the New  YouTube channel:   
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCefGahuFuZ2HIthS7MTVl1w 
 

Eco Church-Tips. 10 million tonnes of food goes to waste in the UK every year. That's as weighty as about 
790,000 double-decker buses. An average family of four can save £60 a month simply by reducing the amount 
of food they throw away. There are lots of simple food hacks and tips on this website to help you learn how to 
be smarter with handling food from the moment you start thinking about shopping through to when you are 
cooking, preparing and serving your meals. Stop the guilt trip. Discover easy tricks and recipes for making the 
most of your food with the experts at Love Food Hate Waste . 
 
Bishopston. Congratulations to Rachel Owen on her retirement, serving 50 years in the Company.  Enjoy your 
leisure time now and have a great time looking forward to new things to experience.
 
Plant sale. Margaret Postlethwaite has bedding plants for sale in aid of HMC and its work in the community.  
Available for collection from about May 10th. If interested in an order form please contact her.



Horfield Have you thought about becoming a Vestry Steward?  We would be very grateful to anyone who feels 
they can give a few hours to helping with preparation for worship. Please speak to Rev Patrick or Asmin if you 
would consider taking on this important role.

Horfield An important part of our discipleship is to pray for our community and one other. This week you are 
asked to pray for the following and their families. Jean White, Kingsley White, Heather Wilcox, Pam Williams. 

Horfield. Date for your diary: Eco Meeting. Monday 10 May at 7.30 pm. 

 

Reflection on the Lectionary 9th May;  Psalm 98; Acts 10 : 44  48;  1 John 5 : 1  6;   John 15 : 9 - 17 
 

 
 

I am sure that we have or heard others paying tribute to all they have learnt from parents or grandparents, 
how their example has shaped our lives. People talk of skills, values, traditions being passed from one generation 
to another. People honour past generations by aiming to keep these at the centre of their lives.   
On many occasions we hear Jesus paying tribute to His Father, their relationship and all he had learnt from him. 

I have made known to you.
15b). The focus of the Gospel reading is love, the model for the love Jesus shares with others comes from God, 

 (verse 9) So, the model for living lives of love gets passed on, 
Jesus encourages his disciples to follow his example and pass on the love that he shows for them

(verse 10b) 
In the Epistle, John speaks of love being passed on,  (1 
John 5 : 1). We are all children of God, loving others is a demonstration of our love for God. This echoes words 
we hear Jesus speaking on many occasions when he commands us to love one another, family and beyond our 
families, neighbours and strangers.  Jesus commands in verse 12 of the 
Gospel reading.  

friends, (verse 13). This is the love that we are invited to accept as followers of Christ. Each time we see the 
empty cross we are reminded of this amazing expression of love. If we have accepted this act of love in our 
lives then we have to also accept and live our lives according to the call to love others and keep the commands 
which are centred around the command,  We need to continue to pass on 
what has come down from the Father, to the Son, to the disciples and followers of his day, to those Christians 
who have influenced our lives, to us and beyond. 
 
Prayer 
Loving God, we thank you for all those whose model of love and service continue to influence our lives. Help us to 
truly demonstrate our love for you through the way we love and serve one another. May our example be an 
inspiration to our families, friends, colleagues and neighbours. Amen.   
 
Our thanks to Adam for his reflections. 
 
 


