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We are part of the Bristol and South Gloucestershire Circuit (www.bsgc.org.uk), 
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Sunday 14th March 2021 

Mothering Sunday 

God of creation we, your created beings, joyfully celebrate your presence. 

We give thanks to you Lord for all your goodness and mercy bestowed on us in this world. 

 

Let us thank the Lord with everlasting praise! 

We are thankful for the sun, moon and stars that remind us of our responsibility to protect the 

precious gift of creation.  

We are thankful for the world! 

As we hear the groaning of the world move us to protect it for future generations to enjoy.  

We honour you Lord for our diverse communities 

May we be good neighbours to one another and all that you created, restoring care for all that your 

hands have made.  

Let us work with joyful hearts! 

Grant our world leaders wisdom to make good decisions that respect the world and all that live in it.  

Let us be guided by your mighty right hand! 

As we see more floods, storms, droughts and melting polar ice caps as we adapt to changes in this 

time of climate change. 

In Jesus name, Amen.                              Rev Patrick 

 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 

Bishopston, Easter Compton, Horfield and Shirehampton. During the current period of lockdown 

our services will be held on Zoom only. Please see the last page of these notices for details of Zoom, 

including how to dial in. If you would like support with accessing these services online or via the 

phone, please make contact with a Church Steward or Rev Patrick. 

 



Joint Service on 14 March will be led by the Rev. Pearl Luxon and she would like everyone to have a 

candle, safely, to light at the start and a piece of paper.  The paper can be either brightly coloured or 

some brightly coloured pens or pencils for later in the service.   

 

Joint service on 21 March will be led by Rev. Aboseh Ngwana 

 

St Peter's,Pilning, jointly with Almondsbury Parish Church.  Sunday 14 March at 10.00 via Facebook 

live www.facebook.com/St-Marys-Church-Almondsbury-730715950415825/ 

 

Junior Church sessions continue online every Sunday at 10:00. Email Helen before Saturday midday 

(treasurer@horfieldmethodist.org.uk) for the Zoom access details. 

 

Evening prayer. 4.00pm each Monday, led by members of St Peter's, Pilning, using Zoom link below. 

 

Bible Study.  Wednesday 17 March at 7.45 pm.   Zoom link below. 

 

Video reflections. Our online worship videos will continue to be available via church websites. Thank 

you to those who have contributed to these. 

 

All Age devotions.  Free materials for everyone available via www.rootsontheweb.com. 

 

Afterzoom tea  each Sunday at 3.30, to share news informally and see friends. Please see the last 

page of this news sheet for the details for Zoom, including how to phone in. 

 

OTHER WORSHIP DETAILS 

 

Sunday Worship - BBC Radio 4 on 14 March at 8.10. Led by Rev Cheryl Meban & Helen Warnock. 

Sunday Worship  BBC1 on 14 March at 11.15. The Rev Kate Bottley celebrates Mothering Sunday 

 

Songs of Praise - BBC2 on 14 March at 1.15. Brenda Edw

Stockport makes Mothering Sunday Special. 

Daily Service. Each weekday on BBC Radio 4 LW at 09.45. 

 

Start the week with a coffee and chat from 10.00 on Monday, by joining (virtual) Open Church 

Cafe, hosted by St Peter's Pilning.  If you would like to join, please contact Jonathan and Olwen, 

Churchwardens St Peter's Pilning via churchwardenpilning@gmail.com for the online link. 

 

Circuit. Join our Touching the Earth Lightly Facebook group 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/275195130693427  A resource pack, containing all these 

resources, is available through the Circuit website and by e-mail 

 

Circuit Coronavirus Worship resources and resources for reflection are available on the Circuit 

website, including a daily prayer, using the Methodist Prayer Handbook, for use at 12.00 noon. 

 

Dial-a-prayer. A free phone service to hear prayers and news from the Methodist Church. This is 

updated each Thursday evening. Dial a prayer: 0808 281 2514, listen to news: 0808 281 2478. 

 

Methodist Church prayer meeting. 12.45 to 1.00 each Tuesday. Available via; 

www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/our-work-in-britain/evangelism-growth/year-of-prayer/ 



 

World Day of Prayer. We are very pleased that with Patrick's cooperation we will able to hold a 

World Day of Prayer Service on Sunday 21st March at 4.30 pm. We thank all those who have 

previously supported this service and hope many of you will be able to join us this year on Zoom. 

Please bring a stone with you. We have some service booklets available that we may be able to deliver 

beforehand or to anyone who may not be able to access Zoom.  Telephone 0117 9624569 for delivery. 

Best wishes from Alison, Carolyn and Marilyn (Zoom details below) 

 

WEEKLY NOTICES  please send items to Eurfron Parry by Tuesday eurfron@blueyonder.co.uk  or 

notices@horfieldmethodist.org.uk or 0117 969 1908. 

 

GENERAL NOTICES 

 

Horfield Fundraising. Items for Mothering Sunday and Easter are now available (with more to be 

added in the next few weeks). Please look at http://www.horfieldmethodist.org.uk/fundraising/ for 

further details. 

 

        
 

Horfield. Possible Plant Sale.  Margaret is intending, once again, to sell bedding plants as a 

fundraiser for HMC during early/mid-May. She is getting short of flower pots so if you still have any 

( for which you have no further use)  from last year's sale, she would be grateful for their return . 

The only type in which she is interested are plastic pots which have a 9 cm diameter and are 9 cm tall. 

No others, thank you. Please just leave them on her driveway.  

Horfield. Give, Live, Love Bristol - do you have a 'can do' approach, and be able to spend a few 

minutes making a 'phone call each week to someone who would appreciate that?  If so, 'Can do Bristol' 

are looking for volunteers to join their telephone befriending scheme - it only a takes a short time 

and helps to connect people and share kindness across Bristol.   More information available 

at candobristol.co.uk or via Paul Hazelden (07495 567 608; paul@localfriends.org.uk) or Rev Patrick 

Horfield - date for your diary. We will be holding the Church General Meeting on Sunday 25 April, 

straight after the morning service using Zoom.  We will be offering a few topics for discussion ahead 

of the meeting so that everyone can be contacted beforehand and therefore contribute to the 

discussion in some way either on the day or previously.  More details to follow. 

Horfield. An important part of our discipleship is to pray for our community and each other. This 

week you are asked to pray for the following people and their families; Pastoral Group, Chris & Anna 

Pawlik. Jim Pocock, Margaret Postlethwaite 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DEVOTIONS FOR THIS WEEK  

 

Reflection on the Lectionary. Sunday March 14th (Lent ) Numbers 21 : 4  9; Psalm 107 : 13, 17-22; 

Ephesians 2 : 1  10; John 3 : 14  21 

ection is provided by Ruth Marshall (Summerhill Church Pastor and Local Preacher).  

od Asclepius, a deity 

associated with healing and medicine, I cannot but help seeing it as a representation of the snake on a 

rod made and held up by Moses to cure people of poisonous snake bites. While both are symbols of 

healing and medicine, the bronze snake is also a reminder of the desire of God to bring healing and 

restoration. 

made the bronze snake and put it on a pole, as God had instructed but that was a start not a finish, it 

required those that had been bitten to look up to the bronze snake in order to be healed. Nicodemus 

came to Jesus to ask questions and seek understanding, which was a start but not a finish. Nicodemus 

 in

that Nicodemus was converted to Christianity. Jesus was informing Nicodemus that the son of man 

must be lifted up, referring to his own death on a cross. At that point Jesus had started His earthly 

ministry but had not yet finished 

Thinking about snakes I recalled the process of the skin shedding that all snakes have to undertake in 

order to release their growing bodies. The Iowa Department of Natural Resources describes snake 

skin shedding as 

hindering vision. Within a few days, the snake will rub its head on something abrasive to tear open the 

outer layer. It then works on crawling through the tight quarters, sliding out of the skin, leaving the 

remains undisturbed during this process. Snakes have eye caps instead of eyelids, and if these thin 

layers of skin do not properly shed, blindness can result. Remaining skin can also harbour parasites, 

possibly leading to disease. Intact segments may restrict blood flow, potentially leading to the loss of 

iowadnr.gov) 

As we enter into this fourth Sunday in Lent we are in a progression towards Easter, that progression 

has started but has not yet finished. This period of Lent gives each one of us time to reflect. If 

spiritual growth is to flourish we need time to close our eyes to worldly things, like the snake eyes 

being opaque during the shedding of skin and focus on God and spiritual things. To take time out from 

daily routines and to set time aside just to be with God, to be undisturbed like the snake. We need to 

renew our spiritual bodies, we need to rid ourselves of all that which hinders us from giving our whole 

self to God, like the snake ensuring that all the old skin has been discarded.  

ant grace 

in Heaven is already established because we are united in Christ Jesus. It is required of us to inform 

 earthly life may have finished, but his work 

in this world although started is not yet finished. As we go through the period of Lent, may we 

completion. 

 

Our thanks to Ruth for this reflection 

 

 


