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Minister: Rev Patrick Stonehewer T: 0117 924 8407, E: patrick.stonehewer@methodist.org.uk  

We are part of the Bristol and South Gloucestershire Circuit (www.bsgc.org.uk), 

a family of over forty churches serving communities across the local area. 

These notices are also posted on http://www.horfieldmethodist.org.uk 

“The best of all – God is with us.” (John Wesley). 

Sunday 28th February 2021 

We have been pruning our apple trees and look forward to more fruit in the coming year.  They look rather bare 

but we know that is not the end of the story.  Perhaps we feel that this past year has been a painful time when 

much has been cut away – let us trust God and ask Him to continue to work in us and that the Holy Spirit’s fruit 

will continue to grow in us. 

A few weeks ago, Adam encouraged us to find a “solitary place [as Jesus did]…and to find time for rest and 

prayer”.  However, even in lockdown it takes effort to stop, look and listen as the famous road safety maxim 

states.  A Methodist Way of Life states that  “We will look and listen for God in Scripture and the world”. 

The Quiet Garden Movement https://quietgarden.org/ was set up in 1992 to provide spaces in nature for people 

to “experience silence, restfulness and contemplative practices.”  Rev Anthony Hick hosts one at Wesley 

Cottage, Kingswood. The Well (formerly Elsie Briggs House) in Westbury-on-Trym is another and so is our 

garden at Fulligrove House in Shirehampton   http://www.alfacc.org.uk/cms/index.php/quiet-garden).      

Absolute silence is not possible, but the goal is stillness (and the absence of as much noise as possible).  Our 

strongest distractions are our thoughts – David Tomlins, a Cistercian Abbot says “The most deafening voice is 

our own.  Desires, fears, anxieties and obsessive worries, a treadmill of thoughts, issuing from a constantly 

chattering mind”!  During a Quiet Day in our garden recently I read two passages (one written in the 4th 

century and the other in the 21st) about “Watchfulness of thoughts”.  The advice was to notice (unhelpful) 

thoughts without paying them any attention – and then let them go.  Unless we add further thoughts to them, 

they have no life in us.  We can then return to focussing on God (perhaps with a “breath prayer” – a few words 

as we breathe in and out if we are trying to be still) or think about lovely things (as in Phil. 4.v8).  I then saw the 

stones spelling out “self-control” in our garden and felt that perhaps this fruit is about controlling unhelpful 

thoughts (which precede words and actions) with God’s help and turning them to love for God and others. 

Our thanks to Lyn Morton for these opening remarks 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 

Bishopston, Easter Compton, Horfield and Shirehampton. During the current period of lockdown our services 

will be held on Zoom only. Please see the last page of these notices for details of Zoom, including how to dial in. 

If you would like support with accessing these services online or via the phone, please make contact with a 

Church Steward or Rev Patrick. 

mailto:patrick.stonehewer@methodist.org.uk
http://www.bsgc.org.uk/
http://www.horfieldmethodist.org.uk/
https://quietgarden.org/
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Joint Service on 28th February will be led by our own minister Rev. Patrick Stonehewer. 

Joint Service on 7th March will be led by Rev. Patrick Stonehewer 

 

St Peter's,Pilning, jointly with Almondsbury Parish Church.  Sunday 28th February at 10.00 via Facebook live 

www.facebook.com/St-Marys-Church-Almondsbury-730715950415825/ 

 

• I just want to say a massive thank you for having me lead worship this past Sunday (21 February). It was 

a real pleasure to join you virtually. Be assured of our prayers at this time. Every Blessing. Matt Forsyth 

(All We Can) 

 

Junior Church sessions continue online every Sunday at 10:00. Email Helen before Saturday midday 

(treasurer@horfieldmethodist.org.uk) for the Zoom access details. 

 

Evening prayer. 4.00pm each Monday, led by members of St Peter's, Pilning, using Zoom (link below). 

 

Bible Study.  Wednesday 10th March at 7.45 p.m.   Zoom details to follow.  

 

Video reflections. Our online worship videos will continue to be available via church websites. Thank you to 

those who have contributed to these. 

 

All Age devotions.  Free materials for everyone available via www.rootsontheweb.com. 

 

Afterzoom tea – each Sunday at 3.30, to share news informally and see friends. Please see the last page of this 

news sheet for the details for Zoom, including how to phone in. 

 

OTHER WORSHIP DETAILS 

 

The Big Questions, BBC1, 28th February at 10.30. Nicky Campbell leads a debate on topic, moral, ethical & 

religious issues. 

Sunday Worship, BBC1, 28th February at 11.15. The Rev. Kate Bottley introduces a service from St. 

Martin’s Church, Maidstone   

Songs of Praise, BBC2, 28th February at 1.15. Ahead of St. David’s day- Sean Fletcher explores Tintern 

Abbey; and Welsh Rugby legends share their stories of finding faith after they have hung up their boots. 

BBC Radio 4 LW on 28th.February at 8.10. The Archbishop of Wales leads a Service marking St David’s Day 

Daily Service. Each weekday on BBC Radio 4 LW at 09.45. 

 

Start the week with a coffee and chat from 10.00am on Monday, by joining (virtual) Open Church Cafe, 

hosted by St Peter's Pilning.  If you would like to join, please contact Jonathan and Olwen, Churchwardens St 

Peter's Pilning via churchwardenpilning@gmail.com for the online link. 

 

Circuit. Join our Touching the Earth Lightly Facebook group 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/275195130693427  A resource pack, containing all these resources, is 

available through the Circuit website and by e-mail 

 

Circuit Coronavirus Worship resources and resources for reflection are available on the Circuit website, 

including a daily prayer, using the Methodist Prayer Handbook, for use at 12.00 noon. 

 

Dial-a-prayer. A free phone service to hear prayers and news from the Methodist Church. This is updated 

each Thursday evening. Dial a prayer: 0808 281 2514, listen to news: 0808 281 2478. 

 

Methodist Church prayer meeting. 12.45 to 1.00 each Tuesday. Available via; 

www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/our-work-in-britain/evangelism-growth/year-of-prayer/ 

http://www.facebook.com/St-Marys-Church-Almondsbury-730715950415825/
http://www.rootsontheweb.com/
mailto:churchwardenpilning@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/275195130693427
http://www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/our-work-in-britain/evangelism-growth/year-of-prayer/


 

 

 

WEEKLY NOTICES – please send items to Eurfron Parry by Tuesday eurfron@blueyonder.co.uk  or 

notices@horfieldmethodist.org.uk or 0117 969 1908. 

GENERAL NOTICES 

 

Getting vaccinated will help save lives!  

 

Since the pandemic started more than 119,000 people across the UK have died of coronavirus (COVID- 19) 

within 28 days of a positive test. Although rates of COVID-19 infection and hospitalisation are falling during 

this current period of lockdown, they remain high.  People of black and minority ethnic backgrounds have also 

been more severely affected by COVID- 19. 

 

There is clear evidence that some people are worried about having a vaccine, but this vaccine is the key to 

reducing severe illness and saving lives.   The vaccine is safe, having been trialled in the UK and internationally, 

and all vaccines are constantly monitored for safety. We also know that no vaccine related deaths have 

occurred to date.  Over 17 million people have been vaccinated in the UK, and in Bristol over 75% of those 

eligible in the top four priority groups have now had their first vaccine. Vaccination is the single most effective 

way to reduce deaths and severe illness from COVID-19 and both vaccines currently in use (Pfizer Biotech and 

AstraZeneca) have shown high levels of protection against symptomatic infections with COVID-19. 

 

Although some people do experience side effects after vaccination, as shown in the vaccination information 

leaflet, such as fatigue, soreness around the injection site or a headache, these do not last for very long and 

severe allergic reactions to the vaccines have been very rare, with only 1 to 2 cases per 100,000 vaccinations 

given.  No other safety concerns have been identified from reports received so far.   

Julie Northcott, Consultant in Public Health, Communities and Public Health Division, Bristol City Council  

 

Bishopston. On behalf of everyone at Bishopston, I would like to thank Elaine Hopper for all her hard work for 

us as Treasurer.  We always celebrate our Church Anniversary in March each year and use it as a Gift Day: we 

are holding this on March 7th and would welcome your gifts by cheque – please send it to the church or my 

home.  Thank you. Jenny McLaren (new Church Treasurer). 

 

Horfield. Congratulations to Hazel and Roy Thorne who celebrate their Diamond Wedding Anniversary this 

week. Hazel writes, “We were married at Horfield Methodist Church, 4th March 1961. There is the same 

warmth and friendship at Church as was there when we first came over 62 years ago. Long may it continue.” 

 

Horfield. If you have changed address, e-mail address, phone number in the last couple of years, let Maureen 

know the details. Please e-mail to secretary@horfieldmethodist.org.uk or alternatively, please let your pastoral 

visitor know. Your personal data is held in accordance with the Methodist Church Privacy notice. 

Horfield Fundraising Fundraising items for Mothering Sunday and Easter are now available (with more to be 

added in the next few weeks). Please look at http://www.horfieldmethodist.org.uk/fundraising/ for further 

details. 

 

             
 

Horfield. Possible Plant Sale.  Margaret is intending ,once again, to sell bedding plants as a fundraiser for 

HMC during early/mid-May. She is getting short of flower pots so if you still have any ( for which you have no 

further use)  from last year's sale, she would be grateful for their return . The only type in which she is 

interested are plastic pots which have a 9 cm diameter and are 9 cm tall. No others, thank you. Please just leave 

them on her driveway.  

mailto:eurfron@blueyonder.co.uk
mailto:notices@horfieldmethodist.org.uk
mailto:secretary@horfieldmethodist.org.uk
http://www.horfieldmethodist.org.uk/fundraising/


Horfield - Bring back the Pen. Can you remember the good old days when we wrote letters by hand and sent 

them with a stamp?  If you can, then we need your skills to help cheer some residents up in a care home and 

spread God’s love. If you would like to be part of this, please contact Bob via notices@horfieldmethodist.org.uk 

or Bring back the Pen c/o Horfield Methodist Church, Churchways Avenue, Horfield BS7 8SN 

Horfield. The group working towards an award for an eco-church will meet again on Monday, 1st March at 7.30 

p.m. We encourage you to join us

Horfield. An important part of our discipleship is to pray for our community and each other. This week you are 

asked to pray for the following people and their families; Linnette Nelson, Neighbourhood & Mission, Richard & 

Indira Norton, Novel Group. 

DEVOTIONS FOR THIS WEEK 

Lectionary readings; Genesis 17 : 1 – 7, 15, 16;  Psalm 22 : 23 – 31;  Romans 4 : 13 – 25;  Mark 8 : 31 – 38 

This week’s reflection is by Sarah James (South Bristol, St. Peter’s & Pioneer Worker, Faithspace). 

Overwhelmed?  

Poor Peter, one minute top of the class for answering Jesus’ “Who do you say that I am?” correctly, “the 

Messiah, Holy one of God” then next to be floored by Jesus’ accusation when surely he was just being caring? 

‘Get thee behind me Satan!’ Was Jesus struggling with temptation to avoid the cross, then hearing faithful 

Peter’s voice that? 

Human response?  

But Peter was wrong, in pride, self-righteousness, lack of understanding about Jesus offering of himself and an 

inability to bear losing him. His view was also traditional, horrified at the shame of a criminal’s death, so his 

overwhelm was about Jesus’ challenging that. Jesus talks to the crowd, “If anyone is ashamed of me...then The 

Son of man, will be ashamed of them...when he comes in glory”: Peter was thinking only in human terms. Do we do 

this? 

Faith anyway  

Abraham felt overwhelmed when God asked the impossible, everything, for a leap of faith! The desert, 

horrified him, as bad land, unclean and dangerous but Abraham uprooted his whole life, in response, because he 

knew it was God. 

Jesus is Lord 

The disciples were overwhelmed leading up to the resurrection. They didn’t understand, but they were on the 

right path. We too are on this learning path from the moment we declare him Lord, Jesus’ question is just the 

beginning ‘Who do you say that I am?’  

Live with Him 

Peter found we must turn to Jesus and live with him in order to learn because it’s not a one time question but a 

path and conversation leading us through the cross to resurrection. 

The Cross 

This Lent is a funny one, do you feel like giving up anything else after the overwhelming year we’ve had? Instead 

give yourself permission to ask for what you need to come closer to God, deepening your relationship. Hopefully, 

these are our last weeks of lockdown, use the time well; learning like Peter, if we really want Easter, we can’t 

avoid the cross through which we are given all we need. 

Prayer 

Lord Jesus, through stillness centred in you, 

we ask for the calm to look at the world around us. 

In our overwhelm be with us, with your still small voice 

bring us into your peace, with eyes of compassion, 

give us courage to look into the problems of our world. 

Praying for your help with each damaged thing; 

restoration for our wounded planet, healing for those who are ill, 
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consolation to the grieving, compensation for those without, 

preparation and hope for a future making good and doing better.  

Let us live the kingdom that opens at your name. Amen. 

Our thanks to Sarah for this reflection. 
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