
 
Bishopston, Easter Compton, Horfield, Shirehampton Methodist Churches and St Peter’ Pilning.  

Minister: Revd Patrick Stonehewer T: 0117 924 8407, E: patrick.stonehewer@methodist.org.uk  
We are part of the Bristol and South Gloucestershire Circuit (www.bsgc.org.uk),  

a family of over forty churches serving communities across the local area. 
These notices are also posted on http://www.horfieldmethodist.org.uk 

 
“This too will pass” (Anon).  

“All will be well, and all manner of things will be well” (Julian of Norwich). 
 

Sunday, 5th July, 2020. 
 

You will be aware of the updated government guidance that places of worship can re-open from this 
weekend, if it is safe to do so in the particular building. Just because we can, doesn't mean that we must or 
even should open, and I'd like to say thank you to church stewards and others from each church who have 
been spending time looking at the risk assessments to inform decisions about this. Work associated with 
those assessments and the decisions which follow is still going on as I write. As things currently stand, 
Bishopston and Easter Compton have decided to remain closed over the summer then review things for 
September onwards, and things are under active review at St Peter's Pilning working closely with both 
denominations. 
 

Horfield and Shirehampton may open sooner, although there will be some restrictions in how we meet, including holding a 

shorter service of between 30-40 minutes long, seating arranged to ensure social distancing, controls on moving in and out of the 

building and so on.  Unfortunately there will no singing for the time being.  I know that some of you are keen to meet again, 

equally others are concerned about doing so, so do think about how this       affects you personally and do what is right for you. 
 
However things change, this news sheet will continue to be shared across all five churches for the 
remainder of July and throughout August at least, there will continue to be some online reflections each 
week and also Afterzoom tea. 
 
In all this, we continue to be surrounded in love, care and wisdom by our gracious God.   
 
Rev Patrick 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
SERVICES, DEVOTIONS, ETC. 
 

Sunday Morning Live. BBC1 at 10.45am. Sean 
Fletcher and Sally Phillips take a look at the 
ethical and religious issues of the day.  

 
Songs of Praise. BBC1 at 1.15pm. Katherine 
Jenkins celebrates Florence Nightingale and the 
NHS. 

 
BSGC Corona Virus Worship resources. 
Worship resources and other resources for 
reflection are available on the Circuit website. 
There is also a daily prayer, based around the  
Methodist Prayer Handbook, for people to use at 
12.00noon.  
 
New Room – Friday Reflection. See website. 
 
Dial-a-Prayer.  A FREE phone service to hear 
prayers and news from the Methodist Church has 
been launched, updated each Thursday evening. 
Listen to a prayer: 0808 281 2514 Listen to news: 
0808 281 2478. 

 
Bible Study. We are holding a Bible Study online 
on Wednesday, 1st July, 7.45 to 9.15pm, when 
we will be looking at Ruth chapter 3.  
Please join online via zoom.us  Meeting ID: 930 
7213 6069. Password: 040618.  
Video reflections.  A video reflection for this 
weekend is available on church websites.  
 
Afterzoom tea. Sundays at 3.30pm to share 
news informally and see friends. Please join 
online via zoom.us Meeting ID: 962 4920 4497 
Password: 004692. 
 
If you would like to join either the Bible Study or 
Afterzoom Tea, but do not have internet access,  
you can use your phone: please dial 0330 088 
5830 then enter the Meeting number followed by 
the Password for the particular event.  We look 
forward to hearing you join in. 
 
All Age devotions. Alongside our own devotions 
included in this news sheet, there are free 
materials for younger members of our 
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congregations accessible via 
www.rootsontheweb.com (and other material for 
the young at heart too).  
 
Big Church Sing. For those who missed this 
and would like to catch up, the link is 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=vjHH7gcBEjc . 
Thank you to all those who contributed to an 
online version of the Lord's Prayer for Churches 
Together.  If you would like to watch and 
listen: https://youtu.be/Wm860abPRts 
 
CHURCH NOTICES. 
 
All churches. 
 
Please do take time to watch and listen to the 
opening addresses from the new President of the 
Methodist Conference (Rev Richard Teal) and 
Vice-President (Carolyn Lawrence) which are 
available online at 
https://www.youtube.com/user/MethodistChurchi
nGB/videos and offer prayers for them both: 
“Faithful God, who sings unexpected songs and 
brings new things to birth, we are thankful for 
your gift of creativity. I pray for all who receive 
the prayers and songs throughout this year and 
beyond, lift our hearts to praise you and raise our 
lives to live for you. We pray for Richard and 
Carolyn in their roles of President and Vice-
President. Bless them with wisdom and courage 
to inspire and encourage the church. And in all 
things, gracious God give us the resolve to live 
the life you have given us and wherever we are 
and whatever befalls embed us in your story of 
grace now and always. Amen.” Other things 
being equal, we look forward to their visit to the 
District early in 2021. 
 
Local parks are currently a lifeline for many 
people, and the Bristol Future Parks Project and 
Bristol Natural History Consortium are leading a 
survey to gather views about use of these vital 
community spaces. Can I encourage you to 
spend about 10 minutes completing a survey: 
bnhc.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/bristol-and-bath-parks-
survey20   Views of children and young people 
are particularly encouraged, so if you have 
children or young people please ask/support 
them to complete a survey as well. 
Please offer prayerful thanks for the work of 
SixtyOne which supports those in prison in our 
local area, and for those in prison, both staff and 
inmates. Most prisoners are currently still locked 
up for around 23 hours a day. During the lock-
down the prisoners would bang on the bars on 
their windows at 8pm on Thursday night to thank 
key workers - including prison staff.  Please pray 
for the MentorMe team as we look to employ a 
new member of staff to enable us to support 

more mentees. Interviews will be held in July.  
Please pray as we explore ways of engaging with 
more people from the BAME community 
(mentees and mentors), for whom it is hoped to 
launch a new project in 2021. 
 
Usually at this point of year volunteers from the 
Bristol Churches Winter Night Shelter Project 
would gather for a feedback and celebration 
event.  This won't be possible at a physical 
location so please take a look at the impact 
report.  There is also a presentation which I will 
share during AfterZoom tea over the next couple 
of weeks.  The report shows how the project 
brought God's blessing on guests, volunteers 
and churches.  The central project team are 
currently in conversations with Housing Justice 
and the other Bristol shelters about how the 
shelter might work this coming winter, taking 
Public Health advice for dormitory style shelters.  
The way forward is uncertain, but there is a 
commitment to supporting the homeless next 
winter even if that means a different approach is 
needed to keep everyone safe. 
drive.google.com/file/d/1bhY3BA7zDf53tVU8c0p
OZedwTocvv005/view 
 

All are welcome to hear an update from three 
charities that support and help vulnerable woman 
in Bristol: One25, Beloved, and Spring of 
Hope. After the update, there is time for prayer 
for the women. This is usually held in person in 
churches across Bristol, and should have been 
coming to Horfield on this occasion. This will be 
online on Tuesday, 14th July at 7.00pm. If you 
would like to attend, please email  
steve.baker@inhope.uk or contact Rev Patrick 
 
WEEKLY NOTICES, ETC.   
 
Please submit all items to John Hopper by each 
Tuesday (p.hopper1@btinternet.com or 0117 
951 4529). To be added to, or deleted from, the 
electronic circulation, please email John Hopper. 
 
Horfield. 
 
Horfield Church Council. There will be a 
Church Council meeting via Zoom on Thursday, 
9th July at 7:30 pm. Zoom details are available 
shortly and will be emailed to members of Church 
Council. If anyone else wants these please 
contact Maureen Hyde 
<secretary@horfieldmethodist.org.uk>. 
 
 
Junior Church. We are running online Junior 
Church sessions every Sunday on-line at 
10:30am. For details of these sessions please 
email the Junior Church Leaders (Helen-
treasurer@horfieldmethodist.org.uk).  
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Christmas Journey. We are hoping to provide 
The Christmas Journey for our local schools 
again this December, but we are thinking about 
presenting it in a different way. If you would like 
to be involved, please join us for an initial online 
meeting on Sunday, 5th July at 4.00pm straight 
after AfterZoom Tea (using the same access 
details). If you would like to be involved but 
cannot join us, please contact Shirin on 0792 
1188 480. If you are new to the church family and 
do not know what we are talking about, the 
Christmas Journey is an event involving drama, 
puppets, music, song, crafts and storytelling 
which portrays the Christmas story and its 
relevance today. We would love to have you 
involved, whatever your skills and experience. 
Tea cards! If you are missing being able to have 
a cuppa with someone, or want to let someone 
know that you're thinking about them, why not do 
the next best thing and send them a card with a 
teabag? Inside reads, "I wish we could sit 
together, And have a cup of tea, But since we 
can't, When you have this one, I hope you'll think 
of me!"  
The HMC fundraising group have produced cards 
(see photo) in aid of church funds. Sold in mixed 

packs of 4 for £3, they can be delivered to your 
door if you live locally, or for an extra 90p they 
can be posted 2nd class. Contact Helen: email 
treasurer@horfieldmethodist.org.uk or telephone 
0117 962  4257 to order and confirm payment 
details and any preferences (e.g. colour). 
 

 
 

An important part of our discipleship is to pray for 
our community and each other. This week you 
are asked to pray for the following people and 
their families:- Jim Marshall, Francesca 
Mastromarino, Amanda McGlade, Samuel 
Mensah, Efua Mensah, and Ozzy Mensah. 
 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

This week’s Lectionary readings are:  
Genesis 24: 34-38, 42-49, 58-67; Psalm 45: 10-17; Romans 7: 15-25a, and Matthew 11: 16-19, 25-30 

 
Reflection. 
 
During recent weeks like many others I have walked more than I usually do and when you walk you notice 
things that you don't see when you are driving around. I've discovered for example that there are many 
more parks and green spaces in our city than I had been aware of. I have also stopped to talk briefly with 
some individuals when normally we would have just passed by including one man from the local Buddhist 
community who just happens to be a Welshman, now with a Buddhist name. While on a country lane I met 
someone whom I hadn't seen for years who recognised me from my voice. It is interesting also to notice the 
words and messages emblazoned on many different things like the words 'I'm not strange' on a man's 
sweatshirt especially as it was 'a limited edition'! Most impressive was the advert on a van 'Joseph the 
Carpenter - trusted for over 2000 years'. I photographed the van but not Joseph! Yet the words I've 
reflected on most, apart from those expressing thanks for the NHS, and those rightly affirming that 'Black 
Lives Matter' were the words 'Jesus is my airbag' on a car sticker. It's not a new sticker, they have been on 
sale for a number of years and yet I'm not sure how seriously and in what way the words are meant. 
Someone has commented that "this is obviously quite a gamble on divine intervention and I’d suggest 
having the more conventional form of air bag fitted – just in case." 
 
'Jesus is my airbag' is not a slogan that I would choose and for some it may be just a joke, but it does 
prompt important questions of who and what Jesus is. Matthew gives us some answers. 
 
Our gospel reading from Matthew chapter 11 is in two parts. Both paint exquisite pictures. The first part 
(verses 16 to 19) portrays the religious people as spoiled tantrum throwing children who are crying and 
grumpy, not knowing what they really want. Our newly inducted Vice-President, Carolyn Lawrence, in her 
address to Conference spoke of the passion that God has given her to be sensitive to those who are often 
overlooked in our world and in our churches. But she also had some strong words about the attitudes and 
behaviour that she has sometimes found in our churches today. Her comment about church chairs is worth 
quoting: "Church chairs warrant a telling off rule book all by itself! I have stacked them too high, not high 
enough, put them in the wrong places or in front of something, laid them out in the wrong order, not enough 



or too many to a row, too far apart or too close together, or at the wrong angle. Handling chairs in a 
Methodist Church is a minefield!" 
 
In contrast to the picture of spoiled children (adults really!) the second part (verses 25-30) gives us a lovely 
picture of a thoughtful and wondering child calling on his Father, a picture of who Jesus is and who we are 
meant to be. 
 
Tom Wright (the former Bishop of Durham) tells of the occasion when he attended the memorial service for 
the great cricketer Colin Cowdrey. Tributes were made by players and officials from all over the world. The 
main address was given by former prime minister John Major but (says Wright) the most moving moment 
was when one of Cowdrey's sons came forward and spoke of his father: "He told some fine stories which 
only a son could know and only a son could tell. This story may give us an insight into what it meant to be 
Jesus, the Son of God, walking the earth and trying to share the truth about his Father". 
 
One of the unhelpful things about the image of Jesus as an airbag is that it focuses solely on our safety and 
security and says nothing about our call to service and sacrifice. Of course there are times in our lives (and 
for some this may well be one of those times) when we need to be assured that God is here for us. Our 
newly inducted President, Richard Teal, is well known to some of our Bishopston people for when he was a 
student at Wesley College he and his wife Susan lived in the church flat. In his address to Conference 
Richard underlined the way the Psalms affirm the faithfulness of God: "The Psalms express through all the 
difficulties and trauma of God's people in their history, that God was faithful come what may". 
 
Jesus is the one who reveals to us our Father God and as Rowan Williams has said "we have to live in the 
world with all its risks but with lives open to those depths from which Jesus lives". 
 
Many of our hymns affirm who Jesus is. Hymns like 'Jesus is Lord' and 'My Jesus, my Saviour, Lord there is 
none like you.' If we were physically together we could sing together: 
 
Jesus is all the world to me: 
  My life, my joy, my all. 
 
and finally a prayer by Judith Dimond: 

 
“I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
Because you have made known your wisdom to the simple  
And promised your rest to the weary. 
I give you thanks, that through the Son, you are revealed 
And I am invited to mirror your ways.  Amen” 

 
Dilwyn Edwards. 


