
 
Bishopston, Easter Compton, Horfield, Shirehampton Methodist Churches and St Peter’ Pilning.  

Minister: Revd Patrick Stonehewer T: 0117 924 8407, E: patrick.stonehewer@methodist.org.uk  
We are part of the Bristol and South Gloucestershire Circuit (www.bsgc.org.uk),  

a family of over forty churches serving communities across the local area. 
These notices are also posted on http://www.horfieldmethodist.org.uk 

 
“This too will pass” (Anon).  

“All will be well, and all manner of things will be well” (Julian of Norwich). 
 

Sunday, 28th June, 2020. 
 

Hello everyone, 
At the end of June I am usually packing a suitcase and preparing my laptop for a trip to the Methodist 
Conference. I’ve been attending the Conference for more than 15 years, not as a rep, but 'moonlighting' 
from the New Room as a temporary reporter for the Methodist Recorder. 
It’s always an enjoyable week with plenty of friends to catch up with as well as debates and decisions. It’s a 
chance to get a sense of the current ‘mind of Methodism’ as well as to experience a wider cross section of 
Methodists than our own small corner. 
This year, no-one will be travelling to Telford and instead, the Conference will meet virtually – Patrick has 
included details of how to watch public sessions in the links below in the newsletter. 
And if you haven’t ever visited the Conference, or it’s been a long time, I would encourage you to drop into 
an online session – whether that be for the Induction of the new President and Vice President, the 
Reception Into Full Connexion for ordinands, or a morning session of business. 
The theme of the past year, put forward by outgoing President Barbara Glasson and Vice President Clive 
Marsh, has been ‘So What’s The Story?’ 
We’ve been encouraged to tell our own personal stories and remember the stories of our own communities 
and buildings, intertwined with the story at the heart of our faith – that of God and God’s people, connected 
through Jesus and the Holy Spirit. 
Over the past year, there have also been difficult stories to hear in our city – the injustices of Windrush and 
homelessness; the ongoing challenges of COVID-19 and #BlackLivesMatter. Our lives are full of stories, 
but not always comfortable ones. 
Conversations are now beginning to take place about how church buildings can open up after the 
experience of lockdown. 
This begs the question – what do we want the next chapter of our faith stories to look like, as individuals 
and as church communities? 
What can we do differently? What do we want church to look like in the future? How do we continue to hear 
the stories from our local communities and be salt and light to them? 
So many questions! But they are good ones. Let’s keep telling our stories and have the courage and faith to 
look at the future with honesty and hope. 
With love and prayers. 
Rev Mandy Briggs. 
  

_______________________________ 

SERVICES, DEVOTIONS, ETC. 
 

Sunday Morning Live. BBC1 at 10.45am. Sean 
Fletcher and Sally Phillips take a look at the 
week’s points and explore the ethical and  

religious issues of the day.  

 
Sunday Worship. BBC1 at 11.45am. Revd Kate 
Botley looks at what happens when we strive to 
be the best we can be. 
 
 

Songs of Praise. BBC1 at 1.15pm. Claire 
McCollom shares memorable faith stories across 
Northern Ireland. 
 
Methodist Homes Sunday. A service prepared 
by Methodist Homes was streamed on Sunday, 
14th June, and is now available on 
www.mha.org.uk/mhasunday. Please continue to 
pray for the work of Methodist Homes in light of 
the significant impact which COVID-19 has had 
on the care sector. 
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Video reflections.  A video reflection for this 
weekend is available on church websites.   

 
BSGC Corona Virus Worship resources. 
Worship resources and other resources for 
reflection are available on the Circuit website. 
There is also a daily prayer, based around the  
Methodist Prayer Handbook, for people to use at 
12.00noon.  
 
Dial-a-Prayer.  A FREE phone service to hear 
prayers and news from the Methodist Church has 
been launched, updated each Thursday evening. 
Listen to a prayer: 0808 281 2514 Listen to news: 
0808 281 2478. 

 
New Room – Friday Reflection. See website. 

 
Bible Study. We are holding a Bible Study online 
on Wednesday, 1st July, 7.45 to 9.15pm, when 
we will be looking at Ruth chapter 3.  
Please join online via zoom.us  Meeting ID: 930 
7213 6069. Password: 040618.  
 
Afterzoom tea. Sundays at 3.30pm to share 
news informally and see friends. Please join 
online via zoom.us Meeting ID: 962 4920 4497 
Password: 004692. 
 
If you would like to join either the Bible Study or 
Afterzoom Tea, but do not have internet access,  
you can use your phone: please dial 0330 088 
5830 then enter the Meeting number followed by 
the Password for the particular event.  We look 
forward to hearing you join in. 
 
All Age devotions. Alongside our own devotions 
included in this news sheet, there are free 
materials for younger members of our 
congregations accessible via 
www.rootsontheweb.com (and other material for 
the young at heart too).  
 
Big Church Sing. For those who missed this 
and would like to catch up, the link is 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=vjHH7gcBEjc . 
Thank you to all those who contributed to an 
online version of the Lord's Prayer for Churches 
Together.  If you would like to watch and 
listen: https://youtu.be/Wm860abPRts 
 
CHURCH NOTICES. 
 
All churches. 
 
Please pray for members of Methodist 
Conference which meets online this weekend 
and during the coming days, offering thanks for 
the opportunity for discussion and debate and 
seeking God's guidance in the decisions which 

will be made.  You are invited to watch public 
sessions of the Methodist Conference 
at www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-
conference/conference-2020/conference-live-
stream/ 
 
We give thanks for the ministry of the outgoing 
President and Vice-President, Barbara and Clive 
together with their successors, Richard and 
Carolyn.  We've used many of their prayers in the 
recent past, some of which have been set to 
music by the folk musician Artey Williams.  If you 
would like to buy a CD of these to support All We 
Can, you can order at arteywilliams.com/shop  

“Faithful God, who sings unexpected 
songs and brings new things to birth 
we are thankful for your gift of creativity 
I pray for all who receive the prayers and 
songs throughout this year and beyond 
lift our hearts to praise you and raise our 
lives to live for you. 
We pray for all who meet for the 
Methodist Conference, especially Richard 
and Carolyn as they take on the roles of 
President and Vice-President. Bless them 
with wisdom and courage to inspire and 
encourage the church. 
And in all things, gracious God give us 
the resolve to live the life you have given 
us and wherever we are and whatever 
befalls embed us in your story of grace 
now and always. Amen.” 
 

“We, the Senior Church Leaders in Bristol would 
like to formally express our deepest condolences 
to the family of George Floyd and the other 
families who have lost their loved ones under 
similar circumstances.  We are appalled and 
shocked at the manner in which these deaths 
have occurred. In our response to such blatant 
injustices. We will strengthen our resolve to work 
towards a much fairer and more equitable society 
and world, working collaboratively for the 
common good to help bring about positive 
structural adjustments to the systemic socio-
economic and racial injustices in society. The 
anti-racism protests seen in Bristol, across the 
country and in other parts of the world on 7th 
June, 2020 brings home the truth articulated by 
Martin Luther King Jnr. that  “Injustice anywhere, 
is a threat to justice everywhere.”  He added “We 
are caught in an inescapable network of 
mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. 
Whatever affects one directly affects all 
indirectly.”  For our part we will pursue the path of 
reconciliation in order to help build a unified City 
of hope in Bristol for all to be able to 
flourish.”  The Joint Presidents Churches 
Together in Greater Bristol / Together4Bristol 
Network Counselling, based locally, currently 
have a few unfilled places for our Advanced 
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Certificate in Counselling Skills course starting 
this September.  They are inviting late 
applications to this course, in case anyone is 
interested. Please visit 
network.org.uk/training/certificate-in-counselling-
skills/ for more details. 
 

All are welcome to hear an update from three 
charities that support and help vulnerable woman 
in Bristol: One25, Beloved, and Spring of 
Hope. After the update, there is time for prayer 
for the women. This is usually held in person in 
churches across Bristol, and should have been 
coming to Horfield on this occasion. This will be 
online on Tuesday, 14th July at 7.00pm. If you 
would like to attend, please email  
steve.baker@inhope.uk or contact Rev Patrick 
 
Horfield. 
 
Horfield Church Council. There will be a 
Church Council meeting via Zoom on Thursday, 
9th July at 7:30 pm. Zoom details will be available 
shortly and will be emailed to members of Church 
Council. If anyone else wants these please 
contact Maureen Hyde 
<secretary@horfieldmethodist.org.uk>. 
 
Junior Church. We will be running online Junior 
Church sessions every Sunday from the 28th of 
June at 10:30am. We are aiming for each virtual 
session to last for about 30 minutes or so. The 
sessions are aimed at children aged 16 and 
below, and will include plenty of interaction. If you 
would like your child(ren) to be part of these 
sessions could you please email the Junior 
Church Leaders (Helen-
 treasurer@horfieldmethodist.org.uk). We will 
then send you the session invite and a few 
guidelines. We cannot wait to “meet” you all 
again. We have really missed seeing and 
interacting with all of you. See you all soon, the 
JC Team 
 
Tea cards! If you are missing being able to have 
a cuppa with someone, or want to let someone 
know that you're thinking about them, why not do 
the next best thing and send them a card with a 
teabag? Inside reads, "I wish we could sit 
together, And have a cup of tea, But since we 
can't, When you have this one, I hope you'll think 

of me!" The HMC fundraising group have 
produced cards (see photo) in aid of church 
funds. Sold in mixed packs of 4 for £3, they can 
be delivered to your door if you live locally, or for 
an extra 90p they can be posted 2nd class. 
Contact Helen: email 
treasurer@horfieldmethodist.org.uk or telephone 
0117 962  4257 to order and confirm payment 
details and any preferences (e.g. colour). 
 

 
 

Christmas Journey. We are hoping to provide 
The Christmas Journey for our local schools 
again this December, but we are thinking about 
presenting it in a different way. If you would like 
to be involved, please join us for an initial online 
meeting on Sunday, 5th July at 4.00pm straight 
after AfterZoom Tea (using the same access 
details). If you would like to be involved but 
cannot join us, please contact Shirin on 0792 
1188 480. If you are new to the church family and 
do not know what we are talking about, the 
Christmas Journey is an event involving drama, 
puppets, music, song, crafts and storytelling 
which portrays the Christmas story and its 
relevance today. We would love to have you 
involved, whatever your skills and experience. 
 
An important part of our discipleship is to pray for 
our community and each other. This week you 
are asked to pray for the following people and 
their families:- Sheila and Brian Lomas, Lunch 
Club, Pauline Lush, and Lucy Manners. 
 
WEEKLY NOTICES, ETC.   
 
Please submit all items to John Hopper by each 
Tuesday (p.hopper1@btinternet.com or 0117 
951 4529). To be added to, or deleted from, the 
electronic circulation, please email John Hopper. 

 
 

This weeks Lectionary readings are: 
 

Genesis 22: 1 - 14; Psalm 13; Romans 6: 12 - 23 and Matthew 10: 40 - 42 
 
 

Reflection on Ruth chapter 4 – David Bainbridge. 
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This is the last reflection on the story of Ruth during this Bible month series. A 
story which began with three funerals ends with a wedding and new birth.  
God doesn’t feature explicitly in the story of Ruth, the only references being how 
Naomi perceives God has dealt with her and  when the women attribute the birth of 
Ruth’s son as God’s blessing, yet God can be seen at work throughout, acting 
through the characters in the story.  
 

Chapter 4 begins with Boaz going to the city gate, the place where justice was meted out and where 
business transactions took place. There he hoped to redeem the land which had belonged to Ruth’s father 
in law and which he had to abandon when, due to famine, he had migrated with his family to Moab. (see 
Leviticus 25: v 25-28)  Boaz, as a distant relative had a right of redemption but is aware that there is a 
nearer relative who can make first claim to the land.  
 
The closer relative agrees to redeem the land until Boaz points out that the deal not only includes land but 
also having to marry Ruth. Although not legally the case, Boaz cleverly seems to be invoking the law on 
levirate marriage where a brother has a duty to marry his deceased brother's wife in order to father a child 
who can carry on the dead brother's name.  (see Deuteronomy 25:5-10) This closer relative who isn’t 
named withdraws his offer, as marrying Ruth  would affect his own inheritance and the transaction is sealed 
as was customary, in front of witnesses, by  removing his shoe and handing it to Boaz. 
Boaz is now free to marry Ruth and they have a child whom they name Obed who becomes the grandfather 
of king David. Naomi’s life is also turned around as she nurses her new grandchild, her future is secure. 
 
The story of Ruth speaks to us of rights and responsibilities. The unnamed near relative was prepared to 
claim his right until faced with the moral, if not legal, responsibility that went with it, but he may also have 
been dissuaded by the fact that Ruth was a Moabite. We read in Deuteronomy 23: 3 that, “no Ammonite or 
Moabite shall be admitted to the assembly of the Lord”. Could this be the main purpose of this story, the 
inclusion of a pagan women, a foreigner, an outsider, into this Israelite family.  
We see the significance of this in the list of names giving the genealogy of Boaz which ends the chapter 
and which Matthew includes in the family tree of Jesus. Also included in Matthew are Rahab (Joshua 2) 
described as a prostitute and Tamar (Genesis 38) who having been denied levirate marriage sought 
security by posing as a prostitute to have a child by her father in law. These ancestors of Jesus were 
foreigners and outsiders in the eyes of Israelites and yet here we see God at work affirming that there is no 
limit to his grace. That, as promised to Abraham, through his seed, “All nations would be blessed”.   
 
Outsiders are a misnomer in the eyes of God, yet sadly they very much feature in our modern world. They 
reflect a different kind of social distancing than we have become familiar with in dealing with Covid 19.  
They include millions of people who feel they have no stake in mainstream society, not because of a global 
health crisis but because of who they are and the circumstances of their lives. Who because of their race, 
creed, gender, sexual orientation or economic differences feel a sense of alienation and separation, many 
of whom are reduced, as Ruth was for a time, to living on society’s leftovers. 
The increasing reliance on food banks and the black lives matter cause are just two factors which have 
brought into sharper focus that sense of separation and alienation experienced by so many. 
Jesus was terrible at this kind of social distancing, socializing as he did with tax collectors and sinners, 
reaching out to the marginalised, those living on the edge. Among his last words was the command to take 
the good news to all nations, fulfilling God’s promise to Abraham. In the story of Ruth, we see something of 
the outworking of that promise as this Moabite woman, this outsider, is welcomed into the family of God. 
Mother Teresa said, “the problem with the world is that we draw our family circle too small”.  
Therefore, the challenge for us all is how can we individually and as the family of God’s people make 
welcome and actively bring real hope to those who feel they are left behind? A hope which is echoed in the 
words of the American singer song writer Julie Miller. 
 

“You have drunk a bitter wine with none to be your comfort, 
You who once were left behind will be welcome at love's table. 
You have come by way of sorrow, you have come by way of tears, 
But you’ll reach your destiny, meant to find you all these years, 
meant to find you all these years.” 


