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“This too will pass” (Anon).  

“All will be well, and all manner of things will be well” (Julian of Norwich). 
 

Sunday, 21st June, 2020. 
 

Two short phrases have remained at the top of this news sheet throughout the period of COVID19 
lockdown.  I've wondered recently whether they should change, but as I've done so, the one attributed to 
Julian of Norwich has spoken to me more deeply. Much has changed in those three months and, looking 
ahead, further change is inevitable.  Amidst all that, there is the constant and living hope offered through 
God, incarnate in Jesus Christ, and empowered for us through the presence and influence of the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
Born in 1342, Julian witnessed terrible events including the start of the Hundred Years War, the Black 
Death, the Peasants' Revolt, but kept her faith and her tranquility. She was an anchorite, someone who 
chose to withdraw from secular society to follow an intentional life of devotion. Anchorites were consecrated 
in a way that closely resembled a funeral, following which they would be considered dead to the world, a 
type of living saint. She lived in a cell at the side of a church in Norwich, which came to be known as St 
Julian's. People visited for advice, but she spent long periods in solitary silence, meditating on visions 
including the sufferings of Christ.  
 
Through all this, she was overwhelmed by a sense of the love of God, which she believed held everything 
together.  Building on this, she was immensely hopeful about the future and assured her readers that 'All 
shall be well. All manner of things shall be well.'  As you read those words once more, alongside Julian's 
story, where is God's hope already alive today and where do you pray for it to be seen more?  

Rev Patrick 

_______________________________ 

Post Script. "This too shall pass" is an ancient saying translated and used in multiple languages. It reflects 
on the temporary nature of the human condition - both good things and bad. The general sentiment is often 
expressed in literature throughout history and across cultures. The specific phrase seems to have 
originated in the writings of the medieval Persian Sufi poets.  
 
It is known in the Western world primarily due to a 19th century retelling of a Persian fable by the English 
poet Edward FitzGerald when it was used in 1852, in a retelling of the fable entitled "Solomon's Seal". In it a 
sultan asks King Solomon for a sentence that would always be true in good times or bad; Solomon 
responds, "This too will pass away".  
 
In September, 1859, Abraham Lincoln recounted a similar story, in a speech before he became the 
President of the United States: “It is said an Eastern monarch once charged his wise men to invent him a 
sentence, to be ever in view, and which should be true and appropriate in all times and situations. They 
presented him with the words: "And this, too, shall pass away."”  The story also appears in the Jewish 
folklore.  
John Hopper. 

________________________________________________ 
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SERVICES, DEVOTIONS, ETC. 
 

Sunday Morning Live. BBC1 at 10.45am. sean 
Fletcher and Sally Phillips take a look at the 
week’s points and explore the ethical and  

 

religious issues of the day. Alongside lively chat, 
the show shines a light on inspiring, unique and 
occasionally unusual stories and people. 
 
Sunday Worship. BBC1 at 11.45am. a service 
for Fathers’ Day from Holy Trinity Church, 
Manchester led by The Rector, Revd Dr Paul 
Mathole. 
Songs of Praise. BBC1 at 1.15pm. for Father’s 
Day. Sean Fletcher looks back on stories of 
inspiring dads putting Christian love into action, 
including a father’s gift to save his son’s life. 
 
Methodist Homes Sunday. A service prepared 
by Methodist Homes was streamed on Sunday, 
14th June, and is now available on 
www.mha.org.uk/mhasunday. Please continue to 
pray for the work of Methodist Homes in light of 
the significant impact which COVID-19 has had 
on the care sector. 
 
Video reflections.  A video reflection for this 
weekend is available on church websites.   

 
BSGC Corona Virus Worship resources. 
Worship resources and other resources for 
reflection are available on the Circuit website. 
There is also a daily prayer, based around the  
Methodist Prayer Handbook, for people to use at 
12.00noon.  
 
Dial-a-Prayer.  A FREE phone service to hear 
prayers and news from the Methodist Church has 
been launched, updated each Thursday evening. 
Listen to a prayer: 0808 281 2514 Listen to news: 
0808 281 2478. 

 
New Room – Friday Reflection. See website. 

 
Bible Study. We are holding a Bible Study online 
on Wednesday, 1st July, 7.45 to 9.15pm, when 
we will be looking at Ruth chapter 3.  
Please join online via zoom.us  Meeting ID: 930 
7213 6069. Password: 040618.  
 
Afterzoom tea. Sundays at 3.30pm to share 
news informally and see friends. Please join 
online via zoom.us Meeting ID: 962 4920 4497 
Password: 004692. 
 
If you would like to join either the Bible Study or 
Afterzoom Tea, but do not have internet access,  
you can use your phone: please dial 0330 088 
5830 then enter the Meeting number followed by 

the Password for the particular event.  We look 
forward to hearing you join in. 
 
All Age devotions. Alongside our own devotions 
included in this news sheet, there are free 
materials for younger members of our 
congregations accessible via 
www.rootsontheweb.com (and other material for 
the young at heart too).  
Big Church Sing. For those who missed this 
and would like to catch up, the link is 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=vjHH7gcBEjc . 
Thank you to all those who contributed to an 
online version of the Lord's Prayer for Churches 
Together.  If you would like to watch and 
listen: https://youtu.be/Wm860abPRts 
 
CHURCH NOTICES. 
 
All churches. 
 
Notices / Newsletter. A big thank you to those 
who have supported us over the past few months 
in producing devotions for the weekly notices / 
newsletter. As many are no doubt aware, 
discussions are now underway about when and 
how we might be able to re-open our church 
buildings. However, at the moment, it seems 
reasonable to assume that we will not be open 
fully over the summer. In view of this, it is 
intended to continue with the current format and 
distribution of the notices during July and August. 
These will be changed as and when our church 
buildings start to be used. More information will 
follow, but please pray for wisdom and 
discernment for church stewards and leadership 
teams. 
 
All are welcome to hear an update from three 
charities that support and help vulnerable woman 
in Bristol: One25, Beloved, and Spring of 
Hope. After the update, there is time for prayer 
for the women. This is usually held in person in 
churches across Bristol, and should have been 
coming to Horfield on this occasion. This will be 
online on Tuesday 14th July at 7.00pm. If you 
would like to attend, please email  
steve.baker@inhope.uk or contact Rev Patrick 
 
There is still time to support All We Can's 'In her 
shoes' initiative for which Rev Patrick recently 
spent an afternoon walking over 10km/6 miles 
around the manse garden, then cycling the same 
distance round the block to help young people in 
Africa get to school quickly and safely. Thank you 
to those who have already supported this, raising 
over £400, which is enough to pay for 10 bicycle 
repair and sanitisation kits for vulnerable families 
to continue to access bicycles, or 20 sanitary kits 
lasting 3 months for a child with disabilities.  
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Please give via 
justgiving.com/fundraising/patrick-stonehewer2  
or contact Patrick directly if you would like to give 
via other means. Thank you. 
 
It came to our attention from the Community 
Development team that a number of residents in 
Lockleaze had been struggling with food and not 
getting referred to a foodbank or food club. If you 
know of anyone in this position, please refer 
people to a church steward or to Rev Patrick to 
issue a voucher for the North Bristol Foodbank. 
There is a home delivery system in place. The 
Foodbank is well placed to support both families 
and individuals. 
 
Horfield. 
 
Junior Church. Hello Parents. We hope you are 
all coping well during these strange times and 
managing to keep your children busy! As Junior 
Church Leaders, we have been exploring the 
possibility of running weekly Junior Church 
sessions virtually and we are very glad to say 
that we are now in a position where we are able 
to start running them. We will be using the video 
conferencing platform ‘Zoom’ to do this, which 
you may already be familiar with from using it for 
work / to talk to family. If not, then please do not 
worry, it is free and easy to use. We will be 
running online Junior Church sessions every 
Sunday from the 28th of June at 10:30am. We are 
aiming for each virtual session to last for about 
30 minutes or so. The sessions are aimed at 
children aged 16 and below, and will include 
plenty of interaction through storytelling with 
actions, quizzes, craft and songs. If you would 
like your child(ren) to be part of these sessions 
could you please email the Junior Church 
Leaders (Helen-
 treasurer@horfieldmethodist.org.uk) and 
indicate your interest. We will then send you the 
session invite and a few guidelines. We cannot 
wait to “meet” you all again. We have really 
missed seeing and interacting with all of you. See 
you all soon, the JC Team 
 
Tea cards! If you are missing being able to have 
a cuppa with someone, or want to let someone 
know that you're thinking about them, why not do 
the next best thing and send them a card with a 
teabag? Inside reads, "I wish we could sit 

together, And have a cup of tea, But since we 
can't, When you have this one, I hope you'll think 
of me!" The HMC fundraising group have 
produced cards (see photo) in aid of church 
funds. Sold in mixed packs of 4 for £3, they can 
be delivered to your door if you live locally, or for 
an extra 90p they can be posted 2nd class. 
Contact Helen: email 
treasurer@horfieldmethodist.org.uk or telephone 
0117 962  4257 to order and confirm payment 
details and any preferences (e.g. colour). 
 

 
 

Christmas Journey. We are hoping to provide 
The Christmas Journey for our local schools 
again this December, but we are thinking about 
presenting it in a different way. If you would like 
to be involved, please join us for an initial online 
meeting on Sunday, 5th July at 4.00pm straight 
after AfterZoom Tea (using the same access 
details). If you would like to be involved but 
cannot join us, please contact Shirin on 0792 
1188 480. If you are new to the church family and 
do not know what we are talking about, the 
Christmas Journey is an event involving drama, 
puppets, music, song, crafts and storytelling 
which portrays the Christmas story and its 
relevance today. We would love to have you 
involved, whatever your skills and experience. 
 
An important part of our discipleship is to pray for 
our community and each other. This week you 
are asked to pray for the following people and 
their families:- Little Fishes, Maggie Lovell, Sue 
Livall, and Sandra Lloyd.  
 
WEEKLY NOTICES, ETC.   
 
Please submit all items to John Hopper by each 
Tuesday (p.hopper1@btinternet.com or 0117 
951 4529). To be added to, or deleted from, the 
electronic circulation, please email John Hopper. 

 
This weeks Lectionary readings are: 

 

Genesis 21, 8 -21; Psalm 86; 1 – 10; Romans 6; 1b - 11 and Matthew 10; 24 – 39. 
 

 
Ruth 3 – The Story of Ruth. (From LWPT Bible Month notes by Dr Rachel Starr.) 
 

mailto:treasurer@horfieldmethodist.org.uk
mailto:p.hopper1@btinternet.com
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=456908256
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=456908282
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=264141599
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=456908310


Encouraged by her mother-in-law, Ruth takes further action to secure a home for herself and Naomi. Both 
women resist their fate as poor widows. Under cover of the riotous festivities, Ruth rebels against social 
protocol, seeking out Boaz at night and demanding he redeem her. 
 
Resisting (Ruth 3: 1 - 5). Once again, the chapter begins and ends with Ruth and Naomi at home, making 
plans and reviewing them. While the first plan, to glean, is Ruth’s idea; this second plan, coming at the end 
of the harvest, is more desperate. The morality and motivations of the characters remain blurred. Is Naomi 
concerned or careless about Ruth’s reputation? Is Ruth a willing participant, or a victim? Is Boaz a 
righteous redeemer or hapless fool? All such readings (and more) are possible.  
Naomi states her intention clearly: to seek rest (in the NRSV ‘security’) for Ruth (and therefore, herself 
also). Refuge from the precariousness of their existence as widows can only be ensured through marriage. 
But, Naomi realizes, it will be difficult for her to marry off Ruth, because she is a foreigner. She sees in 
Boaz a chance for Ruth. As a local, Naomi knows that as the harvest is celebrated, Boaz will be found at 
the threshing floor. The threshing floor was a large open space, far enough outside the gates for the grain 
to be processed without the chaff being blown into the town. It was a place of gathering and distributing, of 
transactions and thanksgiving. And during the carnival atmosphere of the harvest feast, it was a place 
outside the bounds of the everyday. With the crops safely gathered, wine would flow and anything could 
happen (Hosea 9:1). 
The books of Ruth and Esther (Esther 2:9-12) meet here, as the young woman is instructed to bathe, anoint 
and adorn herself. Such actions tend to introduce a change in status, perhaps marking the end of mourning 
or a time of betrothal. Ruth is told to ‘go down’ in secret and ‘lie down’ with Boaz. She is to make herself 
fully vulnerable (available) to him.  
 
Redeeming (Ruth 3: 6 - 15). The contrast between Ruth and Boaz’s second encounter and their earlier 
meeting is stark. Instead of a midday meeting, it is night; instead of many witnesses, there are none. If Ruth 
is primarily a story about food, about being empty or satisfied, that Boaz lies down ‘at the end of the heap of 
grain’ should not be overlooked. Perhaps it is the grain that Ruth wants to be close to, rather than Boaz. 
Ruth’s careful approach toward an intoxicated man recalls Jael’s deadly movement towards Sisera (Judges 
4:21). Awakened from sleep, Boaz is confused and remains ‘in the dark’ about what is going on. For a 
second time, he asks Ruth, ‘Who are you?’ as he struggles to catch sight of Ruth’s face in the darkness.  
 
Although she appears to be in control of the situation, Ruth’s vulnerability as a poor foreign woman 
remains. She asks Boaz to spread his cloak over her, reminding him of his stated wish that she be 
rewarded by the God ‘under whose wings you have come for refuge’ (2:12), the same word being used for 
both cloak and wing. By asking to be covered by a man’s cloak, Ruth may be proposing marriage, or she 
may be asking for Boaz to protect her more generally. That she identifies Boaz as her next-of-kin does not 
help clarify the situation, since even if he were the next-of-kin, Boaz is not obliged to marry her. In contrast 
to Ruth’s abrupt demand, Boaz’s response is wordy (3:10-13). Although he identifies Ruth as twice loyal, 
performing acts of kindness to him and Naomi, and although he claims she is a worthy woman, he places 
barriers in the way. Boaz notes that there is a closer kinsman who needs to be consulted before he can act. 
As elsewhere, he seems concerned to protect his own reputation. And underlying the whole exchange is 
the unspoken problem: Ruth’s forbidden ethnicity (Deuteronomy 23:3, Ezra 9). 

 
Question. What barriers do we put up? What stops us from participating in God’s work of 
redemption? 

 
What happens between midnight and morning is left to the reader’s imagination. Perhaps the silence 
suggests Boaz does not take advantage of the situation. Or perhaps we are meant to understand that this 
sexual encounter is entered into willingly by both parties and will result in marriage.  
 
Restoring (Ruth 3:16-18). On arrival home, for a third time Ruth is asked ‘Who are you’?  Ruth’s identity is 
slippery. Once again, Naomi sees in the abundance of grain, hope of a future in which she is satisfied. Just 
as she will fill her mother-in-law’s arms with a child, here Ruth fills them with food. And with that, Ruth the 
breadwinner falls silent. 
 
Question. What does our identity as a community of faith mean to us, and to others? 


