
 
Bishopston, Easter Compton, Horfield, Shirehampton Methodist Churches and St Peter’ Pilning.  

Minister: Revd Patrick Stonehewer T: 0117 924 8407, E: patrick.stonehewer@methodist.org.uk  
We are part of the Bristol and South Gloucestershire Circuit (www.bsgc.org.uk),  

a family of over forty churches serving communities across the local area. 
These notices are also posted on http://www.horfieldmethodist.org.uk 

 
“This too will pass” (Anon).  

“All will be well, and all manner of things will be well” (Julian of Norwich). 
 

SUNDAY, 14th June, 2020. 
 

 
 
“And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” 
(Micah 6:8) 
 
In all probability 2020 will be remembered as the year of a pandemic, a time of sadness at the loss of life, 
but one which has allowed time for many to re-assess how we view the world and our collective hopes for 
the future. Following the removal of the statue of Edward Colston from the centre of Bristol last weekend, I 
wonder whether 2020 will also be remembered as a turning point in how we understand and tackle the 
impact of racism and other forms of oppression, and bring into reality the sense of hope which has been 
ignited in our city. 
 
Judging by the range of views in the media over the past few days, not everyone sees last Sunday's events 
in the light of a hopeful and more just future. Alongside criticism about the actions of some attending the 
protest, there has been adverse comment about the police, various political reactions, and different 
interpretations of Edward Colston's own story, including the generation of wealth through slavery, but 
equally his philanthropic acts. As we wrestle with those views today, we are challenged to encounter the 
truth about the past so that we can use it to re-imagine and re-frame our future. 
 
Many slaves left the castle in Cape Coast (in modern day Ghana) through the 'Door of no return.' In 2009, 
President Obama took the remains of a former slave back through that door, before overseeing their re-
interment in a hallowed burial ground. A new plaque was added, to the now 'Door of return,' leaving the old 
one in place. That symbolic act is an example which acknowledges and hears the past, but places recent 
history alongside it. That is something I believe we must continue to do, including our understanding of 
recent history so that together we re-frame a just and merciful future for all. 
Rev Patrick 

________________________________________________ 
 

SERVICES, DEVOTIONS, ETC. 
 

Sunday Worship. BBC1 at 10.45am. Sarah 
Bradley leads a service from Holy Trinity Platt in 
Manchester. 

 
Sunday Morning Stories - Kindness. BBC1 at 
11.15am. Revd Kate Bottley introduces stories of 
generosity and compassion.  

 
 
Songs of Praise. BBC1 at 1.15pm. Aled Jones 
looks at spiritual inspiration in the great outdoors. 
Delayed from last Sunday. 
 
Methodist Homes Sunday. A service prepared 
by Methodist Homes will be streamed 
on www.mha.org.uk/mhasunday from 3.00pm 
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this Sunday, 14th June, and also available at any 
time afterwards. Please continue to pray for the 
work of Methodist Homes in light of the 
significant impact which COVID-19 has had on 
the care sector. 
 
Video reflections.  A video reflection for this 
weekend is available on church websites.   

 
BSGC Corona Virus Worship resources. 
Worship resources and other resources for 
reflection are available on the Circuit website. 
There is also a daily prayer, based around the  
Methodist Prayer Handbook, for people to use at 
12.00noon.  
 
Dial-a-Prayer.  A FREE phone service to hear 
prayers and news from the Methodist Church has 
been launched, updated each Thursday evening. 
Listen to a prayer: 0808 281 2514 Listen to news: 
0808 281 2478. 

 
New Room – Friday Reflection. See website. 

 
Bible Study. We are holding a Bible Study online 
on Wednesday, 17th June at 7.45 to 9.15pm.  
Please join online via zoom.us  Meeting ID: 930 
7213 6069. Password: 040618.  
 
Afterzoom tea. Sundays at 3.30pm to share 
news informally and see friends. Please join 
online via zoom.us Meeting ID: 962 4920 4497 
Password: 004692 
If you would like to join either the Bible Study or 
Afterzoom Tea, but do not have internet access,  
you can use your phone: please dial 0330 088 
5830 then enter the Meeting number then the 
Password details for the particular event.  We 
look forward to hearing you join in. 
 
All Age devotions. Alongside our own devotions 
included in this news sheet, there are free 
materials for younger members of our 
congregations accessible via 
www.rootsontheweb.com (and other material for 
the young at heart too).  
 
Big Church Sing. For those who missed this last 
week and would like to catch up, the link is 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=vjHH7gcBEjc . 
 
Thank you to all those who contributed to an 
online version of the Lord's Prayer for Churches 
Together.  If you would like to watch and 
listen: https://youtu.be/Wm860abPRts 
 
 
 
CHURCH NOTICES. 
 

All churches. 
 
Rev Patrick recently spent an afternoon walking 
over 10km (6 miles) round the manse garden, 
then cycling the same distance round the block to 
support the life-giving work of 
All We Can and the current 'In her shoes' 
initiative.  This is helping young people in 
Uganda get to school quickly and safely.  Patrick 
would appreciate your sponsorship in response, 
via http://justgiving.com/fundraising/patrick-
stonehewer2 .  If you would like to give via other 
means, please contact Patrick directly. 
 
There was an overwhelming response to the 
recent request for welfare donations for Night 
Shelter guests who are currently in hotels: “The 
hugest, hugest, hugest thank you to everyone 
that donated, sorted, collected these incredible 
donations. There are so many brilliant things, we 
are really excited to distribute them tomorrow. 
We will send over photos if we take any, and let 
you know how things are received”; and “Thanks 
to everyone who played their part in this. I am 
thrilled that we have been able to contribute to 
supporting the guests with books, puzzles, 
games and things to do at this lonely time.” 
 
It came to our attention recently from the 
Community Development team that a number of 
residents in Lockleaze had been struggling with 
food and not getting referred to a foodbank or 
food club. If you know of anyone in this position, 
please refer people to a church steward or to Rev 
Patrick to issue a voucher for the North Bristol 
Foodbank. There is a home delivery system in 
place. The Foodbank is well placed to support 
both families and individuals. 
 
Discussions have started about how and when 
we might be able to re-gather in our church 
buildings.  More information to follow, but please 
pray for wisdom and discernment for church 
stewards and leadership teams. 
 
Christian Aid. We are praying for all those 
affected by this new virus, both in Britain and 
overseas, for all those working on the frontline 
and for wisdom for our leaders.  
Christian Aid and our partners already have 
experience of limiting the spread of infection 
during the Ebola crisis, and we will build on this 
experience to continue to stand together with 
communities living in poverty during this period. If 
infection rates start to develop as they are in 
Europe, then people in poorer countries will be 
hit even harder. Many are already living with 
reduced health resilience because of extreme 
poverty, or in overcrowded humanitarian camps 
and in countries which do not have the 
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healthcare infrastructures needed to combat 
widespread disease. 
In the middle of this pandemic people in India 
and Bangladesh have been hit by Super Cyclone 
Amphan. People are being moved to shelters, 
but fears surrounding coronavirus are high.  
On Wednesday 20th May, raging winds battered 
thousands of homes made with mud, tin and 
thatched roofs. Millions are in urgent need of safe 
water, hygiene supplies, masks and sanitisers to 
prevent the spread of Coronavirus. 
We will be working on the ground to help prepare 
communities to limit the impact of Covid-19. 
Please pray for us in this vital work, and support 
us where you can by making an online donation. 
You can make an online donation here -
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/give-
money/make-donation or you can call 020 
7523 2269 to make a telephone donation. Postal 
donations are discouraged at present. 
 
 
Bishopston. 

 
Congratulations to Betty Payne on her 90th 
birthday last week. 
 
It is with sadness that we note the death of Bill 
Fishlock on the 8th June, and send our 
sympathies to Joan and Michael Borrow. Bill had 
been in the Boys’ Brigade at Bishopston. 
 
Horfield. 
 

An important part of our discipleship is to pray for 
our community and each other. This week you  
are asked to pray for the following people and 
their families:- Joan Lewis, Arthur and Chantel 
Lewis, and Aloira and Sophie Lewis.  
 
WEEKLY NOTICES, ETC.   
 
Please submit all items to John Hopper by each 
Tuesday (p.hopper1@btinternet.com or 0117 
951 4529). To be added to, or deleted from, the 
electronic circulation, please email John Hopper. 

 
This weeks Lectionary readings are: 

Genesis 18, 1 – 15; Psalm 116, 1 – 2 & 12 - 19; Romans 5, 1 – 8; and Matthew 9, 35 – 10. 
 

Thoughts on the story of Ruth and Boaz (Ruth, Chapter 2) by John Hopper. 
 

 
‘Ruth in Boaz's Field’, Julius Schnorr von Carolsfeld, 1828. 

 
In the middle chapters of Ruth, we meet a new character – Boaz. At the start of chapter 2, Naomi 
and Ruth, having formed a strong friendship, find themselves isolated. Despite their welcome, 
none of the townswomen have brought them any food. Ruth decides she must act. She takes up 
her legal right to ‘glean’. 
 
Gleaning was the act of collecting leftover crops from farmers' fields after they have been 
harvested, or fields where it is not profitable to harvest. It was a practice that became a legally 
enforced entitlement of the poor in a number of Christian kingdoms.  
 
According to the Books of Deuteronomy and Leviticus, farmers should leave corners of their fields 
un-harvested, should not pick up that which was dropped (gleanings), and should not harvest any 
over-looked produce that had been forgotten. Similarly, in vineyards, some grapes should be left 
un-gathered. It was the same for olive groves. All remaining crops, grapes and olives should be left 
for the poor and for the orphans, widows, and strangers (some versions use the word ‘alien’). 
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In many parts of Europe, including England and France, the Biblically-derived right to glean the 
fields was reserved for the poor, and was a right, enforceable by law. It continued in parts of 
Europe into modern times. In 18th century Britain, gleaning was a legal right for "cottagers", or non-
land owning residents up to 1788. 
 
So Ruth, a widow, set out to provide for herself and her mother-in-law, Naomi, who was also a 
widow. Whilst she was doing so an in-law of Naomi arrives - Boaz. His greeting to the workers 
suggests he was a faithful and respected leader. Whether it was his sense of civic duty or the 
revelation that this young woman was a relative, Boaz seemed willing to take responsibility for 
Ruth as she worked in his field.  
 
We are told that Boaz was a just, pious, and learned judge. At his first meeting with Ruth he perceived her 
conscientiousness in picking up the grain, strictly observing the rules laid down by the Law. This, as well as 
her grace and her conduct, induced Boaz to inquire about her.  
 
Boaz asked his supervisor about Ruth’s identity. But for the steward, she was only one thing: a Moabite. 
She was a stranger, a foreigner, and he was suspicious of her. Boaz, however, was concerned for her 
welfare and appears to have been willing to give Ruth a privileged place in the fields. Ruth’s reaction is 
grateful, but she is puzzled, “Why should you be so kind to me, a foreigner?” Boaz, tells her it is because of 
what she has done for Naomi in leaving her own country. 

 
Question: How do we perceive and welcome strangers, especially those who are needy 
and/or vulnerable? How do should we, as Christians see asylum seekers and migrant 
workers?  
 
After a while Boaz and Ruth met. This first encounter took place in broad daylight, surrounded by 
witnesses. Boaz offered Ruth both protection and food. Ruth was allowed to take food from the 
field, and also what was left over from the meal everyone in the field had shared.  
 
Boaz offers Ruth protection in three ways: she was to count herself amongst his women workers; 
she was to be ‘off limits’ to his young men; and she was to be offered water. In the book of Ruth, it 
is the men who draw the water, and the women who drink it. Usually, it is the other way round – 
drawing water was the work of women. 
 
Boaz instructs the male field workers not to bother the new arrival. More accurately, not to molest 
or assault her. In addition, Naomi also warns Ruth about the risks of working in an unknown field 
with men she does not know. This suggests that sexual harassment was (as sadly, it still is) a 
common thing.  
 
Question: What can Ruth have to teach us about seeking justice for ourselves and others? 
 
The chapter ends, as it begins, with Ruth returning home to Naomi. The abundance of grain gave 
Naomi renewed confidence in God’s blessings. On learning who the field owner is, she 
acknowledged Boaz as one who offers the hope of redemption in a better life.  
 
Redemption is first and foremost a practical task, an act. It involves, perhaps at some risk to the 
redeemer, restoring or regaining something which has been lost. In the Old Testament, this could 
involve relatives facing debt and/or slavery, or family land about to be sold. Jesus, as we know, is 
our redeemer, and it cost him everything – His life. 
 
Question: How do we seek to redeem, to restore that which has been lost? To ‘act justly and 
to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” (Micah 6:8) 
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