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“This too will pass” (Anon).  

“All will be well, and all manner of things will be well” (Julian of Norwich). 
 

SUNDAY, 17th MAY, 2020. 
 

“It feels like this is a God sent opportunity for renewal, vision and service ... remember, we don't need to 
know everything before we start something new. There is no failure in trying to develop an idea but there is 
failure if we don't try something different. Also, it is good to remember that God is there before us and 
knows what is needed for us personally as travellers on the path and for our church community.” 
 
I imagine that many are looking forward to physically meeting in the context of church when that it becomes 
safe.  How soon that might be is unknown, as is how we might feel about that, recognising that it's 
something we hope and pray for, but also that the experience of lockdown has changed us all.  The future 
holds many unknowns and will need careful navigation as we travel together into further uncharted territory. 
 
Over the last few months, the Ark Team have been having discussions around the Circuit about the book 
“How to Pioneer - even if you haven’t a clue”  Those conversations have been refreshing and invigorating 
as they unpick the call to join in with God’s mission in our local communities. There's been a deeper 
significance to them during this period of lockdown, because the feeling of release from existing routines 
has allowed time for the Spirit to move in hearts and minds, providing time to reflect and wonder. 
 
Jo Hill, worship leader at Shirehampton, has reflected on that sense of journeying forwards in our devotions 
this week, inviting us to continue to deepen our trust in God. I hope that you will read her words before 
praying with them in mind, along with the two poems which follow.  As the week progresses, can I also ask 
you to wonder what 'community' means to you, where you sense God's kingdom in that community and how 
you would like to travel together to develop our Jesus-shaped communities, our churches? 
 
Help me journey beyond the familiar and into the unknown. 
Give me faith to leave old ways and break fresh ground with you. 
Christ of the mysteries, I trust you to be stronger than each storm within me. 
I will trust in the darkness and know that my times, even now, are in your hand. 
Tune my spirit to the music of heaven, and somehow, make my obedience count for you. 
 
With prayers for you and all those close to you Rev Patrick. 

__________________________________________________________ 
 
CHURCH NOTICES. 
 
All churches. 
 
Rev Patrick spent an afternoon walking 10km (6 
miles) round the manse garden this last week, 
then cycling the same distance round the block to 
support the life-giving work of 
All We Can and the current 'In her shoes' 
initiative.  This is helping young people in 
Uganda get to school quickly and safely.  Patrick 
would appreciate your sponsorship in response, 
via http://justgiving.com/fundraising/patrick-
stonehewer2 .  If you would like to give via other 
means, please contact Patrick directly. 
 

The Lord's Prayer - to support our online 
reflections for Pentecost, would you be prepared 
to record yourself saying the Lord's Prayer?  
Different versions of the text, different languages 
and dialects all welcome!  Once you have 
videoed or recorded yourself, please email 
to minister@horfieldmethodist.org.uk or send via 
WhatsApp to Rev Patrick on 07778 722387 
 
Face-masks for Charity. Pam Gannon and Julie 
Leaming (both of Horfield) are making fabric face 
masks for a small donation to the charity, The 
Jessie May Trust. If you would like any delivered 
to your door, please contact Pam on   0117  924 
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1065 or mob 0778 973 3529. Donations can be 
made via Facebook or cash. 
 
Sunday Worship. BBC1 at 10.45am. the Very 
Revd Dr Sarah Rowland Jones leads worship 
from St David’s Cathedral. 
 
Community. BBC1 at 11.15am. Revd Kate 
Botley hears the inspiring stories of people 
lending a helping hand in their community, and 
whether they are spurred on by their faith in God 
or simply the human spirit. 
 
Songs of Praise. BBC1 at 1.15pm. Aled Jones 
looks at modern hymn writers. 
 
Video reflections.  A video reflection for this 
weekend is available on church websites.   

 
BSGC Corona Virus Worship resources. 
Worship resources and other resources for 
reflection are available on the Circuit website. 
There is also a daily prayer, based around the  
Methodist Prayer Handbook, for people to use 
at 12.00noon.  

 
New Room – Friday Reflection. See website. 

 
Dial-a-Prayer.  A FREE phone service to hear 
prayers and news from the Methodist Church has 
been launched, updated each Thursday evening. 
Listen to a prayer: 0808 281 2514 Listen to news: 
0808 281 2478 
 
Bible Study. We are holding a Bible Study online 
on Wednesdays at 7.45 to 9.15pm, looking at 1 
Peter between now and the end of May. Please 
join online via zoom.us  Meeting ID: 930 
7213 6069. Password: 040618 
 
Afterzoom tea. Sundays at 3.30pm to share 
news informally and see friends. Please join 
online via zoom.us Meeting ID: 962 4920 4497 
Password: 004692 
 
If you would like to join either the Bible Study or 
Afterzoom Tea, but do not have internet access,  
you can use your phone: please dial 0330 088 
5830 then enter the Meeting number then the 
Password details for the particular event.  We 
look forward to hearing you join in. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
All Age devotions. Alongside our own devotions 
included in this news sheet, there are free 
materials for younger members of our 
congregations accessible via 
www.rootsontheweb.com (and other material for 
the young at heart too). 

Food Banks. Demand is continuing to rise 
across the foodbank network, and other projects 
offering support to those in need. Everyone 
recognises that as we come out of lockdown, and 
the impact of huge numbers of people facing 
post-furlough redundancy becomes evident, the 
increase in demand is likely to be huge. As in 
Joseph’s time we therefore need to build 
resilience into the food bank network.  If you are 
able, please do consider a donation in kind or 
financially to one of our local food banks in order 
to help the continuing situation with food poverty. 
Details at northbristol.foodbank.org.uk  or 
bristolnorthwestfoodbank.org.uk. If you know of 
anyone currently needing support from a food 
bank, please contact a Church Steward/Warden 
or Rev Patrick. 

Weekly notices:  Please submit all items to John 
Hopper by each Tuesday (0117 951 4529 or 
p.hopper1@btinternet.com). To be added to, or 
deleted from, the electronic circulation, please 
email John Hopper.  
 
Horfield. 
 
“Thank you” to Margaret Postlethwaite for 
several months' work in preparing for our recent 
plant sale, which has raised over £900 for church 
funds at Horfield to support our ministry and 
mission.  Thank you also to those who have sent 
in other donations to the church recently. 
 
An important part of our discipleship is to pray for 
our community and each other. This week you 
are asked to pray for the following people and 
their families:-  Jade Heal, Gail and Stephen 
Holliday, John Hopper, and Brenda How. 

Shirehampton.  

We are delighted Vick has had a pre-op and 
hopes to have surgery on Monday. 
Linda had a fall last week and hurt her ribs, so 
please pray for her recovery. 
The WhatsApp group is going well: if anyone else 
has a smart phone and would like to join please 
let Colin know (07511 612 420). 

 
 
 
 

This weeks Lectionary readings are: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/93072136069?pwd=Mlh5VlhmSVdGVUZHL0Jpd0lROHo3QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/96249204497?pwd=NFhWa20rTnJ6Mmw1blUrMEtIOXJpdz09
http://www.rootsontheweb.com/
mailto:p.hopper1@btinternet.com


Acts 17, 22 - 31; Psalm 66, 8 -20; 1 Peter 3, 13 - 22; and John 14, 15 -21. 
 

Reflection, by Jo Hill (Shirehampton).  
 
I first read the lectionary readings for Sunday whilst waiting to hear the Prime Minister’s explanation of our 
next steps on Sunday evening. I couldn’t help but sing ‘One more step along the world I go, and it’s from 
the old we travel to the new, keep me travelling along with you’. The disciples too were watching and 
waiting, wondering what was next, when would Jesus appear to them again? What would he want them to 
do? What if he didn’t appear again? At the moment the world seems full of uncertainty, just as it might have 
felt if you were one of those first disciples. 
So on Sunday as 8pm drew closer I was sat with a level of anticipation – by 8.15 though I was more 
confused – I think he said I could drive 4 hours to Yorkshire and meet my mam in a park and go for a walk, 
as long as we socially distanced but I can’t go 40 mins up the road and sit in my in-laws garden 2m apart? 
But it’s ok, I just needed to wait until Monday at 2pm and I’d get a 50 page explanation of the detail of all the 
changes – phew! 
 
Right now I would love a road map of how this next few months will work out. A timetable – I’m a head 
teacher so I really love a neat timetable – that’s what I want, someone to give me a detailed timetable telling 
me what the next steps will be, day by day laid out in front of me, as Head though it is me who is going to 
develop that timetable of moving to the ‘new normal’ in my school. I think if I was one of the first disciples 
then that’s what I would want Jesus to do too – to give me, a disciple,  a road map and timetable - go here, 
do this, say that, make followers of Christ. But that roadmap wouldn’t be all rosy would it? Early Christians 
suffered huge consequences, what if Jesus gave me a timetable that said I would be killed for my faith in 
him, that I wouldn’t be with my family for long periods, that I would be imprisoned, tortured. Would I still 
want to sing ‘and it’s from the old I travel to the new, keep me travelling along with you’? 
 
My musings led me to another hymn – ‘O Jesus I have promised, to serve thee ‘til the end’ – pick whichever 
tune you prefer to this one – I can’t help but sing the one we used at school (except for that incredibly high 
part in the last section). Sadly, in the past few months so many people have died or have been seriously ill 
with covid 19, no road map or timetable predicted that, some of those people became ill due to their role as 
servants, in the health service or other frontline work. 
So there isn’t a detailed timetable of what happens next, there wasn’t one for the disciples either they had 
faith and determination. We have something extra though – we do have a road map – we have the journey 
of Jesus, the exploits and thinking of those disciples and the early church. We have those Christians 
passed who we knew or whom we have read about. We also have each other, to lean on, to learn from. 
 
So I leave you with those 2 hymns this week, a reminder too of the promises we make in the covenant 
service in that special prayer – there is lot in it to reflect on, perhaps you could spend a few moments 
thinking about it again in light of our current situation. And again in a few weeks’ time, when we will be in a 
different place in our journey through 2020. If you are a young person in either Shire or Horfield then you 
might remember that Patrick gave us a net of this prayer to make into a dice? 
 
I am no longer my own but yours. Put me to what you will, rank me with whom you will; put me to doing, put 
me to suffering; let me be employed for you, or laid aside for you, exalted for you, or brought low for you; let 
me be full, let me be empty, let me have all things, let me have nothing: I freely and wholeheartedly yield all 
things to your pleasure and disposal. And now, glorious and blessèd God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, you 
are mine and I am yours. And the covenant now made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven. Amen 
 
We hold each other in mind, each and every day as we journey onwards. 
 

 

          Horfield lit up in support of the NHS (from Helen Wallbridge, Horfield). 

 
The Spirit thrusts God’s people into worldwide mission. 

He impels young and old, men and women 



To go next door and far away 
into science and art, media and marketplace 

with the good news of God’s grace… 
Following the apostles, the church is sent, 

Sent with the gospel of the kingdom... 
In a world estranged from God, 

Where millions face confusing choices, 
This mission is central to our being… 

The rule of Jesus Christ covers the whole world. 
To follow this Lord is to serve him everywhere, 

Without fitting in, 
As light in the darkness, as salt in a spoiling world. 

 
Excerpt from ‘Our World Belongs to God – A Contemporary Testimony 

________________________ 
 

Jesus said ‘Love your neighbour’ 
Shopping for others, 

Offers of help, 
Conversations across streets: 

Love on the loose. 
 

Jesus said 'I was hungry ...  
you gave me something to eat, thirsty ...  

you gave me something to drink' 
Food offered, 

Food banks rising to challenge, 
People fed: 

Love on the loose. 
 

Jesus said, 'I was a stranger and you invited me in' 
Hotels for have nots, 

Treats for tramps, 
Bank cards for the broken: 

Love on the loose. 
 

'He is not here, 
He's ahead of you, 
You will see him, 
As he told you:' 

Jesus on the loose. 
 

Patrick Stonehewer (2020) using some of the themes in Harvey, John (2004) 'God on the Loose' in Ruth 
Burgess & Chris Polihill 'Eggs and ashes,' Glasgow: Wild Goose Publications. p233-4 


