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“This too will pass” (Anon).  

“All will be well, and all manner of things will be well” (Julian of Norwich). 
 

SUNDAY, 10th MAY, 2020. 
(Christian Aid Week.) 

 
Last week I decided to get my summer wardrobe out. I enjoyed hanging up my summer clothes and looking 
forward to putting them on. But hang on: did I have too many clothes? I recalled the wave of new thinking 
sparked off by ER and Greta T, which included buying fewer new clothes and using charity shops instead, 
so I checked: half my summer shirts were charity shop buys, and of the others, 4 out of 6 were more than 
10 years old, so I let myself off. 
 
'Habit' is an old word for clothing, not used much nowadays except for nuns. It occurred to me that this 
lockdown period has seen different habits forming from the ones people had used to manage their daily 
lives. The increased neighbourliness and social contact with people living locally, leading to acts of caring 
like shopping and sharing goods, time, conversation, etc., have reminded those with long memories how it 
was during the war. It's as though these old ways have been lying dormant, and have been rediscovered 
and brought out of the wardrobe to meet the demands of the changed situation. 
 
Jesus isn't recorded as saying much about clothes, except that they are not worth spending a lot of concern 
over, and that we shouldn't hang on to them if someone else's need is greater. He did have a lot to say 
about old habits and inflexible attitudes, and the urgency of recognising the new opportunity of God's 
kingdom being close, within reach. Which brings home to us that we might need to clear out the drawers of 
our old habits and attitudes and discard those that don't match what faces us now. 
 
The disciples had a lot of rethinking to do between Easter and Pentecost, and it's a good time for us to do 
the same. Janet mentioned a couple of weeks ago that one thing the lockdown had given her was more 
time for prayer and Bible study. 
 
Like some others, we started a Whatsapp group at Shire for those of us with smart phones, and it has 
opened up a new level of sharing between us, of prayer needs, experiences, and helpful devotional 
resources, and I think it is becoming a valued 
medium enabling us to keep in touch during the week between Sundays. 
 
What new faith discoveries has the lockdown brought you? Let's pray for each other that we may perceive 
the new things God is doing! 
 
Colin Sleath, Shirehampton 

__________________________________________________________ 
 
CHURCH NOTICES. 
All churches. 
 
Face-masks for Charity. Pam Gannon and Julie 
Leaming (both of Horfield) are making fabric face 
masks for a small donation to the charity, The 
Jessie May Trust. If you would like any delivered 
to your door, please contact Pam on 0117 
 9241065 or mob 0778 973 3529. Donations can 
be made via Facebook or cash. 
 

Sunday Worship. BBC1 at 10.45am. the Bishop 
of Dover, the Rt Revd Rose Hudson-Wilkin leads 
a service for VE Day from Hereford Cathedral. 
 
Songs of Praise. BBC1 at 1.15pm. Katherine 
Jenkins marks the 75th anniversary of VE Day by 
hearing from those who experienced the testing 
times of WW2.  
Video reflections.  A video reflection for this 
weekend is available on church websites.   
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BSGC Corona Virus Worship resources. 
Worship resources and other resources for 
reflection are available on the Circuit website. 
There is also a daily prayer, based around the  
 
Methodist Prayer Handbook, for people to use 
at 12.00noon.  

 
New Room – Friday Reflection. See website. 

 
Dial-a-Prayer.  A FREE phone service to hear 
prayers and news from the Methodist Church has 
been launched, updated each Thursday evening. 
Listen to a prayer: 0808 281 2514 Listen to news: 
0808 281 2478 
 
Bible Study. We are holding a Bible Study online 
on Wednesdays at 7.45 to 9.15pm, looking at 1 
Peter between now and the end of May. Please 
join online via zoom.us  Meeting ID: 930 
7213 6069. Password: 040618 

 
Afterzoom tea. Sundays at 3.30pm to share 
news informally and see friends. Please join 
online via zoom.us Meeting ID: 962 4920 4497 
Password: 004692 
 
If you would like to join either the Bible Study or 
Afterzoom Tea but do not have internet access,  
you can use your phone: please dial 0330 088 
5830 then enter the Meeting number then the 
Password details for the particular event.  We 
look forward to hearing you join in. 
 
Like many others we are making increasing use 
of Zoom to facilitate video meetings by computer. 
If you have never used this before there is a 
helpful video on our YouTube channel which 
explains how to use it. If you do not have a 
computer, you can still take part in Zoom 
meetings by telephone – just check with the 
person organising the meeting and they can 
advise you of the appropriate number together 
with the login and password. This will support 
you to join in the church Sunday teas too! 
 
All Age devotions. Alongside our own devotions 
included in this news sheet, there are free 
materials for younger members of our 
congregations accessible via 
www.rootsontheweb.com (and other material 
for the young at heart too). 

Urgent Needs for the City. There is still a need 
for more foster carers in Bristol. It is largely 
thanks to Home for Good and churches in Bristol 
that the campaign has been a success so far, 
with 48 fostering enquiries in April, nearly half of 
which have come form church contacts. As we 
give thanks to God for this amazing response, 
please prayerfully consider whether this is 

something you could do so that together we can 
find a home for good for every child in need:  
see www.homeforgood.org.uk/bristol-
response for more details, or speak to Rev 
Patrick. 

Food Banks. Please do consider a donation in 
kind or financially to one of our local food banks 
in order to help the continuing situation with food 
poverty. Details at northbristol.foodbank.org.uk  
or bristolnorthwestfoodbank.org.uk. If you know 
of anyone currently needing support from a food 
bank, please contact a Church Steward/Warden 
or Rev Patrick. 

 
Learning Network Resources 
During the lockdown there are many 
opportunities to learn new things. The Learning 
Network South West has recently published our 
latest newsletter. If you have not yet read it, you 
can subscribe at 
 www.methodist.org.uk/subscribe-sw and we 
will send you a copy. 
We have a new YouTube channel. There are two 
videos of the recent ‘Wes Talks’ which took place 
at The New Room. Just search ‘Learning 
Network South West’ on YouTube to find the 
channel. 
  
Cliff College Prayers. If you are on Facebook 
and would like to get into a regular routine of 
morning prayers, search for Cliff College and 
‘like’ their page. You can then join morning 
prayers at 8:45am every weekday morning. 
There are regularly around 70 people linking via 
this service. 
If you do not make it while it is ‘live’, you can still 
go to their page and watch the prayers at any 
time – but there is something extra nice about 
starting your day this way. 
  
Funerals. Sadly funerals are still needing to go 
ahead at this time, but frequently without other 
than very close family being allowed to be 
present. While some crematoria are now 
equipped to ‘live stream’ the services, it is still 
likely that some people will be unable to attend. 
As a result the Methodist church has produced 
an excellent service sheet that people can work 
thought at home. Go to 
www.methodist.org.uk and click on the 
‘Worship during the pandemic’. 
 
 
 
Weekly notices:  Please submit all items to John 
Hopper by each Tuesday (0117 951 4529 or 
p.hopper1@btinternet.com). To be added to, or 
deleted from, the electronic circulation, please 
email John Hopper.  
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Horfield. 
 
An important part of our discipleship is to pray for 
our community and each other. This week you 
are asked to pray for the following people and 
their families:-  Rachel and John Gowin, Denise 
Gordon, Geoff Grady, Hayley Grady, and Colston 
Grady. 
 
 
Shirehampton.  
 
Tony Berridge is out of hospital, back with his 
friend in Chichester, and raring to drive home, 
though at nearly 89 he should perhaps wait a bit! 

Dot is continuing to improve slowly; Ian is home 
and taking life carefully. 
Jean’s number is 9850846, if anyone would like 
her to play them a hymn. 
Colin was 80 on Wednesday and thanks 
everyone for their good wishes. 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 

This weeks Lectionary readings are: 
Acts 7, 55 - 60; Psalm 31, 1 – 5 & 15 – 16; 1 Peter 2, 2 - 10; and John 14, 1 – 14. 

 
Reflection. By Dilwyn Edwards. 
 
Our youngest granddaughter who is only three seems to have been enjoying the lockdown. Pleased not to 
have to go to nursery, lounging on a chair in the sunshine in the garden she was heard to say "it's my best 
life". Not so for many of us though. How difficult it must be for those who have no garden. For lots of us the 
coronavirus pandemic is a nightmare and certainly not our best life.  
 
It has impacted our lives in different ways. Those of us who are elderly along with those who have 
underlying health issues are most in danger from the virus. Yet it is the lives of working people that are 
most disrupted, some have lost jobs and others have somehow to work from home and look after children 
at the same time. Many of us have time on our hands while others, particularly those working in hospitals 
and care homes, are under great pressure and often in great danger. 
 
Perhaps one of things we can all do is consider the needs of those in different situations from ourselves. Of 
course we especially think of those who have become seriously ill and those who sadly have died and of 
their families. 
 
So while there have been some encouraging moments such as the inspiration of Captain Tom it is clear 
that we are living in dark, dangerous, difficult and worrying times. Into this situation our gospel reading for 
this week from John Chapter 14 speaks of our Christian hope. I would like us to focus on verses 1 to 3: 
 
"Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house there are 
many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I 
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you 
may be also."  
 
My own reflection on these famous words of Jesus has been guided by a meditation and sonnet written by 
the poet/priest Malcom Guite who emphasises that these words were not spoken when Jesus and the 
disciples were feeling good about things but at that dark and darkening time as Jesus moves towards the 
cross. He did not speak from some lofty height but in their midst, sharing with them and with us in our 
mortality. His words are not a denial of death and parting but an affirmation of the way through it and 
beyond it. He lifts our eyes beyond the horizon of death.                                                                          
 
It is understandable that we often hear these words of Jesus within the funeral service. For we believe that 
he stands with the bereaved and feels the pain of parting just as he stood and wept at the death of his 
friend Lazarus. So that our Christian hope is not found in what Philip Larkin calls "the costly aversion of the 
eyes away from death" but in the sustaining of that hope through our grief. It is because Jesus shares so 
deeply in our grief that (as Malcolm Guite says) his "word comes home to us and brings us home". 
 
Stephen Verney who was Bishop of Repton tells of how after his first wife died and his children had left 
home they still had a room in their father's house, and whenever they were coming back it was his greatest 

The Grove Ave Foodbank collection point is going 
a bomb, and two 45kg deliveries were made to 
Avonmouth in the first 6 days! 

  
 

  



joy to prepare their room for them. Each room had the colour scheme they had chosen and their own 
special books and pictures and things from their childhood. And he said "I would put clean towels and 
arrange flowers to suit each room and to welcome each child home. So it is in my Father's house, says 
Jesus, there are lots of rooms and now I am going to prepare one specifically for each one of you". 
 
I leave you with Malcolm Guite's poem 'Let not your hearts be troubled': 
 

Always there comes this parting of the ways 
The best is wrested from us, borne away, 
No one is with us always, nothing stays, 
Night swallows even the most perfect day. 
Time makes a tragedy of human love, 
We cleave forever to the one we choose 
Only to find ‘forever’ in the grave. 
We have just time enough to love and lose. 
You know too well this trouble in our hearts 
Your heart is troubled for us, feels it too, 
You share with us in time that shears and parts 
To draw us out of time and into you. 
I go that you might come to where I am 
Your word comes home to us and brings us home. 

Published in 'Parable and Paradox' by Canterbury Press (2016) 
 
You may like to read (or even sing) Bryn Rees' hymn 'Have faith in God, my heart (Singing the Faith 466), 
especially verse 3: 
 
      Have faith in God my soul; 
      His cross for ever stands; 
      and neither life nor death can pluck 
      His children from his hands. 
 
And finally we pray together: “Lord Jesus Christ show us in good times and bad your life. In joy and sorrow 
hold us close to your Father and our Father. Amen.” 
 

 

 
Street party, Shirehampton. (Is this on the site of Shirehampton MC’s car park?) 

 
On 7th May, 1945 Germany finally surrendered ending the Second World War in Europe.  
The following day there were celebrations worldwide and in the UK Churchill declared a public holiday. 
Many people held parties, danced and sang in the streets across the UK. Bristol was no exception.  
Street parties with bunting and tables lined with food and drink could be seen across the city as children 
and adults celebrated peace. 


