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“This too will pass” (Anon).  

“All will be well, and all manner of things will be well” (Julian of Norwich). 
 

SUNDAY, 3rd MAY, 2020. 
 
It has been said to me several times recently that relationships with our neighbours, friends and families 
have been strengthened.  There is an irony in that, because as we continue to create physical distance out 
of an abundance of care to protect each other, we are discovering how to draw closer.  As interrupting and 
grief-filled as it is, this pandemic is leading to a deeper awareness that the action of keeping distant is 
expressing significant care, and ultimately healing, for God's human family.  That irony does not stop there, 
for we have discovered cleaner air and a deeper sense of the beauty of creation to which we belong.  That 
irony also brings deeper gratitude for those maintaining day-to-day essentials for us all, including the supply 
of food, collecting household waste, running public transport and much more, alongside those working in 
the NHS and the wider care sector. 
 
Whilst our initial words of prayer might still be 'Help us...' I hope that we can know that we are being held in 
prayer by others across the street, across the city and across the world, and gain an assurance that we are 
loved intimately and with compassion. In isolation, it is easy to miss the comfort and companionship of other 
people, but it is good to know that there is a world full of good people out there reaching out in prayer and 
support for each other.  Prayer is an expression of our human relationships in God, sending 'love and 
prayers' recognises that each is the expression of the other. 
 
'Help us Gracious Lord to live on a large map everyday and to understand that the world is your parish and 
ours.  May my vision and my compassion be broad this day. In Jesus' name. Amen' 
 
Rev Patrick 

 
CHURCH NOTICES. 
 
All churches. 
 
Email addresses. It is now even more important 
that ministers like Patrick have people’s correct 
email address. You are therefore requested to 
ensure that if you have, or have recently, change 
your email address, you let Patrick know. 
 
Sunday Worship. BBC1 at 10.45am from 
Bangor Cathedral. Apologies for incorrect time 
given week.  
 
Songs of Praise. BBC1 at 1.15pm. Sean 
Fletcher on journeys to sacred places.  

 
Video reflections.  A video reflection for this 
weekend is available on church websites.   

 
BSGC Corona Virus Worship resources. 
Worship resources and other resources for 
reflection are available on the Circuit website. 
There is also a daily prayer, based around the  
 
 

Methodist Prayer Handbook, for people to use at 
12.00noon.  

 
New Room – Friday Reflection. See website. 

 
Bible Study. We are holding a Bible Study online 
on Wednesdays at 7.45 to 9.15pm, looking at 1 
Peter between now and the end of May. Please 
join online via zoom.us. Meeting ID: 930 
7213 6069. Password: 040618. 
 
Afterzoom team. Sundays at 3.30pm to share 
news informally and see friends. Please join 
online via zoom.us  Meeting ID: 962 4920 4497 
Password: 004692. 
 
'If you would like to join either the Bible Study or 
Afterzoom Tea but don't have internet access, 
you can use your phone: please dial 0330 088 
5830 then enter the Meeting number then the 
Password details for the particular event.  We 
look forward to hearing you join in. 
 
Like many others we are making increasing use 
of Zoom to facilitate video meetings by computer. 
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If you have never used this before there is a 
helpful video on our YouTube channel which 
explains how to use it. If you do not have a 
computer, you can still take part in Zoom 
meetings by telephone – just check with the 
person organising the meeting and they can 
advise you of the appropriate number together 
with the login and password. This will support 
you to join in the church Sunday teas too! 
 
All Age devotions. Alongside our own devotions 
included in this news sheet, there are free 
materials for younger members of our 
congregations accessible via 
www.rootsontheweb.com (and other material for 
the young at heart too). 

 
Urgent Needs for the City. There is still a need 
for more foster carers in Bristol. It is largely 
thanks to Home for Good and churches in Bristol 
that the campaign has been a success so far, 
with 48 fostering enquiries in April, nearly half of 
which have come form church contacts. As we 
give thanks to God for this amazing response, 
please prayerfully consider whether this is 
something you could do so that together we can 
find a home for good for every child in need: 
see www.homeforgood.org.uk/bristol-
response for more details, or speak to Rev 
Patrick. 
 
Please do consider a donation in kind or 
financially to one of our local food banks in order 
to help the continuing situation with food 
poverty. Details can be found at 
northbristol.foodbank.org.uk or bristolnorthwestfo
odbank.org.uk. If you know of anyone currently 
needing support from a food bank, please 
contact a Church Steward/Warden or Rev 
Patrick. 
 
Learning Network Resources 
During the lockdown there are many 
opportunities to learn new things. The Learning 
Network South West has recently published our 
latest newsletter. If you have not yet read it, you 
can subscribe at 
 www.methodist.org.uk/subscribe-sw and we will 
send you a copy. 
We have a new YouTube channel. There are two 
videos of the recent ‘Wes Talks’ which took place 
at The New Room. Just search ‘Learning 
Network South West’ on YouTube to find the 
channel. 
  
Cliff College Prayers. If you are on Facebook 
and would like to get into a regular routine of 
morning prayers, search for Cliff College and 
‘like’ their page. You can then join morning 
prayers at 8:45am every weekday morning. 

There are regularly around 70 people linking via 
this service. 
If you do not make it while it is ‘live’, you can still 
go to their page and watch the prayers at any 
time – but there is something extra nice about 
starting your day this way. 
  
Funerals. Sadly funerals are still needing to go 
ahead at this time, but frequently without other 
than very close family being allowed to be 
present. While some crematoria are now 
equipped to ‘live stream’ the services, it is still 
likely that some people will be unable to attend. 
As a result the Methodist church has produced 
an excellent service sheet that people can work 
thought at home. Go to 
www.methodist.org.uk and click on the ‘Worship 
during the pandemic’. 
 
Weekly notices:  Please submit items to John 
Hopper by each Tuesday (0117 951 4529 or 
p.hopper1@btinternet.com). To be added to, or 
deleted from, the electronic circulation, please 
email John Hopper.  
 
Bishopston. 
You are asked to pray for Pauline Harris and her 
family following the recent death of her father in a 
local care home.  
 
Horfield. 
Horfield Methodist Goes Blue for the NHS. Being 
situated on Gloucester Road, we thought it would 
be good to show our support for the NHS and 
other emergency services and key workers. The 
front lobbies of the church now illuminate in blue 
light from 7:30pm until 5:30am. Hopefully this 
reminds all working to keep us safe that we 
appreciate them. 
 
An important part of our discipleship is to pray for 
our community and each other. This week you 
are asked to pray for the following people and 
their families:-  John Gard, Judith Gardiner, Ada 
Gilbert, and Elaine and Michael Gibson.          
 
Shirehampton. 
We have heard news that various people are 
coping comfortably with the lockdown - Sylvia, 
Pearl, Margaret Twist, Joan, Hamish, Alan. 
Jean has a great ministry ringing people up and 
playing their favourite hymn to them! 
Dot is managing well at home, apart from not 
getting much exercise. However, her sister in 
Carlisle died ten days ago, and their son Ian, who 
had a stroke last year, went back into hospital on 
Tuesday after a couple of seizures and is 
awaiting further tests. 
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This weeks Lectionary readings are: 

 
Acts 2, 42 – 47; Psalm 23; 1 Peter 2, 19 -25; and John 10, 1 – 10. 

 
Reflection. 
 
For those of you who entered into the Holy Habits programme, shared across the Circuit a couple of years 
ago, the words in the lectionary reading from Acts 2 will be very familiar. Those who devoted themselves to 
the apostles teaching about holiness went beyond even the normal Jewish demand to tithe. Nothing less 
than sharing everything would be enough……generosity we tend to see but rarely in these days. We might 
perhaps find it among those caught up in a natural disaster such as a tsunami or an earthquake, or dare I 
say, during a global pandemic such as we are experiencing right now. 
 
In verse 42 we read “The believers studied what the apostles taught. They shared life together. They broke 
bread and ate together. And they prayed”.  Three things they did together – studying, living, breaking bread 
and eating. One of the aspects we looked at during the Holy Habits programme was Fellowship and how 
important that was to the early Christians. It’s ironic that living, as we are, through difficult times with self-
isolation and social distancing, we are denied “being and doing together” – in a way just when we need that 
togetherness and fellowship most. 
 
Many of us are using the internet in imaginative ways to enable us to keep some sense of togetherness, 
which is great.  Zoom, not heard of by many until a few weeks ago, is providing wonderful opportunities for 
virtual family gatherings, Coffee mornings, Afternoon Tea, and meeting for business and other chat. Thanks 
to the internet I experienced a very poignant moment this morning as I stood on the pavement outside the 
house of a dear friend who has recently died to watch his coffin go to the Crematorium. Many neighbours 
were also spaced along the road. Two of Pete’s sons were with him but the third lives in Spain so couldn’t 
get home. His brothers Skyped him so he could have a word with his mother and watch with us as his 
father left the family home for the last time. That sense of togetherness was so important for that family 
today. 
 
But, have you noticed that in the text after mentioning the things they did together it simply says – “And they 
prayed”?  It doesn’t say they prayed together. Praying is one thing that we don’t need to do with other 
people…. although of course it can be good to do so. Some of you may well have heard me say before that 
I used to have a bit of hang-up about praying. I would be consumed with guilt because I wasn’t good in the 
mornings so very bad at finding time for any lengthy meditation…. how I resolved this is too long to discuss 
here!  However, what I do have now, as most of us have, is an abundance of time.  I have a delightful little 
book “Prayers of Life” written by Michel Quoist, a French priest. This is part of his piece entitled  “Lord, I 
have time”. 
 
“All men complain that they haven’t enough time. It’s because they look at their lives from too human a 
point of view. There’s always time to do what God wants us to do, but we must put ourselves completely 
into each moment that he offers us. 
I went out Lord. Men were coming out. They were coming and going, walking and running. Everything was 
rushing, cars, lorries, the street, the whole town. Men were rushing not to waste time. They were rushing 
after time, to catch up with time, to gain time 
Goodbye, sir, excuse me, I haven’t time. I’ll come back, I can’t wait, I haven’t time. I must end this letter – I 
haven’t time. I’d love to help you but I haven’t time. I can’t accept, having no time. I can’t think, I can’t read, 
I’m swamped, I haven’t time. I’d like to pray, but I haven’t time. 
You understand Lord, they simply haven’t the time. The child is playing, he hasn’t time right now…Later 
on…The schoolboy has his homework to do, he hasn’t time…Later on. The student has his courses, and so 
much work, he hasn’t time…. Later on. The young man is at his sports...then he marries…. has a new 
house to fix up…..has children…..he hasn’t time...Later on. 
And so, they all run after time, Lord. They pass through life running – hurried, jostled, overburdened, frantic, 
and they never get there. They haven’t time. In spite of all their efforts they’re still short of time, of a great 
deal of time.  Lord, you must have made a mistake in your calculation. There is a big mistake somewhere; 
the hours too short; the days too short; our lives too short. 
No! You who are beyond time, Lord, you smile to see us fighting it. And you know what you are doing. You 
make no mistakes in your distribution of time to men. You give each one time to do what you want him to 
do.  The hours of my days, they are all mine. Mine to fill, quietly, calmly, but to fill completely, up to the brim, 



to offer them to you, that of their insipid water You may make a rich wine such as You made once in Cana 
of Galilee”. 
 
As we continue to keep communicating with each other – for the time being over the internet; by phone; or 
a visit and a chat through the window – we have the gift of plenty of time to keep in close communication 
with our God too. Remember, praying is just that…. it’s communicating…it’s speaking with and listening to 
our Shepherd. We don’t have to be on our knees. He will hear us wherever we are, and whatever we are 
doing……. taking our daily walk; doing the gardening: sitting and thinking, or just being. 
 
May God bless you all and keep you safe and well.   

 
Dottie North 
 

A Franciscan Blessing 
 

May God bless you with discomfort, 
At easy answers, half-truths, 
And superficial relationships 

So that you may live 
Deep within your heart. 

 
May God bless you with anger 

At injustice, oppression, 
And exploitation of people, 
So that you may work for 

Justice, freedom and peace. 
 

May God bless you with tears, 
To shed for those who suffer pain, 

Rejection, hunger and war, 
So that you may reach out your hand 

To comfort them and 
To turn their pain to joy 

 
And may God bless you 
With enough foolishness 
To believe that you can 

Make a difference in the world, 
So that you can do 

What others claim cannot be done 
To bring justice and kindness 

To all our children and the poor. 
Amen. 

___________________________________ 
 

Congratulations Tom Moore.  
 

 
 

100 years. £30,000,000. 140,000 cards. A card from the Queen. A message from the Prime Minister.  
Promoted to Colonel. A Top of the Pops No 1. An RAF flypast.  

And a train named after you! 
 


