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Minister: Revd Patrick Stonehewer T: 0117 924 8407, E: patrick.stonehewer@methodist.org.uk  
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“This too will pass” (Anon).  

“All will be well, and all manner of things will be well” (Julian of Norwich). 
 

SUNDAY, 26th APRIL, 2020. 
 

One of my treasured passages of Scripture is the first chapter of Colossians, words read when I became a 
church member, at our wedding and in the baptismal services for our children.  From those words of Paul 
and Timothy to that early church, a few verses seem appropriate for this season:  'We always thank God, 
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, because we have heard of your faith in Christ 
Jesus and of the love you have for all God’s people'; '[God] is before all things, and in [God] all things hold 
together.' (Colossians 1: 3-4; 17). 
 
Responding to those words, I am thankful for the ways I see God working in our church communities at the 
moment, through 'phone calls, emails, text messages, video calls and more which all help us watch over 
one another in love.  As I mentioned in my online Easter message, that's equally true in the community at 
large, through chats over garden fences, shopping trips, other errands et cetera.  It feels like both the 
church and the wider community are being changed through the experience of this period of lockdown.  We 
are having to be physically distant, but relationships are being strengthened and we are being drawn 
together more closely. 
 
Looking ahead, there has been some discussion in recent days about relaxing some of the current 
restrictions we living within.  As we think about that in general, my thoughts are turning to how our churches 
might well be different when we are able to meet together in person, and how we might draw closer to each 
other and to God.  What have you appreciated over the recent few weeks and would like continue, even 
when we are able to meet in person? What things in church life now seem less relevant?  What would you 
like to see done differently?  Please do reflect on these questions for yourself, but also talk to one another 
about them, our church leadership teams and me, and see where God leads us all, closer together. 
 
I thank God for you, and pray for you. Rev Patrick 
NB. My current working days are Sunday-Friday each week 
 

 
CHURCH NOTICES. 
 
All churches. 
 

• Sunday Worship. BBC1 at 11.25am from 
Hereford Cathedral. 

 

• Songs of Praise. BBC1 at 1.15pm. Sean 
Fletcher on journeys to sacred places. 

 

• Video reflections.  A video reflection for this 
weekend will be available on church 
websites.  Do keep an eye out from Saturday 
onwards. All those produced so far can be 
seen at  
 www.horfieldmethodist.org.uk/worship/    
Rev Patrick. 

 

• BSGC Corona Virus Worship resources. 
Worship resources and other resources for 

reflection are available on the Circuit website  
https://www.bsgc.org.uk/coronavirusworshipr
esources.htm.  
There is also a daily prayer, based around 
the Methodist Prayer Handbook, for people to 
use at 12.00noon. 
https://www.bsgc.org.uk/coronavirusworshipr
esources.htm 
Rev. David Alderman is hosting a virtual 
afternoon tea each Thursday at 3.00 pm 
using the Zoom platform. If you are interested 
in sharing in this please contact Adam 
Biddlestone  
circuitengagement@bsgc.org.uk who will 
send you a link to join David and others from 
around the Circuit. 
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• Bible Study - as an experiment, we're holding 
a Bible Study online on a Wednesday 1945-
2115, looking at 1 Peter between now and 
the end of May.  Please join online 
via zoom.us. Meeting ID: 930 7213 6069. 
Password: 040618 
 

• Afterzoom team - Sundays at 3.30pm to 
share news informally and see 
friends. Please join online via zoom.us  
Meeting ID: 962 4920 4497 Password: 
004692 

 

• Younger members of our congregations,      
I hope that you are well and enjoying school 
at home, and that you will find this useful for 
you and everyone you are with 
https://www.rootsontheweb.com/familiesatho
me26apr (provided © ROOTS for Churches 
Ltd (www.rootsontheweb.com) 2002-2020). 

 

• Continuing financial support. We are all 
called to be good stewards of the gifts God 
provides, including the financial well-being of 
our churches, which supports our ministry 
and mission.  Please continue to bless your 
local church with your offerings during this 
period, if your circumstances allow.   If you 
contribute cash on a Sunday, please put this 
aside or consider transferring to a standing 
order or the envelope scheme. Please 
contact your church treasurer for more 
details: Elaine (Bishopston, 0117 951 4529), 
Ian (E Compton, 01454 632 255), Helen 
(Horfield, 0117 962 4257), Debbie (Pilning, 
01454 632 200) or Gill (Shire, 0117 950 
3400). 

 

• Urgent needs for the city:    
1. Could *you* come forward to be 
considered for emergency fostering? Over 
forty responses have been received to this 
call, which is amazing, BUT, the need is 
much greater than this.  Please give this 
some prayerful consideration and share the 
‘ask’ with others. 
See https://www.homeforgood.org.uk/bristol-
response or https://www.thenoise.org.uk/brist
olchurchresponse If you would like to speak 
to someone about what fostering is like, 
please talk to Rev Patrick. 
 

 
 

 

 
2. Secondly, there is a need to provide direct 
financial support to ensure there is a 
sustainable supply for the network of 
Foodbanks.  The urgent need now is to 
provide direct funding to be able to purchase 
food to augment the supply of food from 
FareShare, and other direct donations. The 
Bristol Churches City Fund is therefore 
partnering with Bristol Noise and Christian 
Action Bristol to raise funds for a critical need 
across the city. Please donate if you can via 
https://www.churchescityfund.org/ 
 

• You may know of friends or family members 
who have died, but cannot visit those who 
mourn as usual. If you wish to say some 
prayers for them, here is a very simple 
suggestion which you could use. If you can't 
attend a funeral, please look  
at https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/16626
/i-cant-get-to-a-funeral.pdf 
 

• Weekly notices:  Please submit items to 
John Hopper by each Tuesday 
(p.hopper1@btinternet.com, or 0117 951 
4529). To be added to, or deleted from, the 
electronic circulation, please email John 
Hopper.  

 
Horfield. 
 

• Horfield Prayer Support. 
An important part of our discipleship is to 
pray for our community and each other.  
This week you are asked to pray for the 
following people and their families:-  Sue 
Dyer, Oliver Fairman, Finance and Property 
Group, Betty and Graham Franklin, and Pam 
Gannon.            

 
Shirehampton. 

 
Dot and Dennis are delighted that Dot has 
finally returned home, after 4 months in 
hospital and rehab. 
Vick has had some more treatment for ther 
kidney stone, but won’t get the operation she 
needs until the virus crisis is over. 
Please continue to pray for her, for Michelle 
and Neil, and for Joan and Sylvia.  
Also for Richard, son of Diane’s friend, who is 
home recovering from the virus. 

This weeks Lectionary readings are: 
 

Acts 2, 14a and 36 – 41; Psalm 116, 1 – 4 and 12 – 19; 1 Peter 1, 17 – 23; and Luke 24, 13 – 35. 
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Reflection. 
 
You’ve probably heard the story of the two disciples on the Emmaus road before. It’s in Luke 24 (13-35) 
and is this Sunday’s Gospel reading. There are a few bits of information in the story: we learn that one of 
the travellers is called Cleopas but we don’t know who the other is. Some have suggested Cleopas might 
have been travelling with his wife, Mary. She is mentioned as being with the other women who stood at the 
foot of the cross as Jesus was crucified (see John 19 v 25) and so was clearly close to Jesus, his family 
and the disciples. We learn that this journey took place on the same day that Jesus had risen and that the 
two walkers had heard some accounts that Jesus had risen but they themselves couldn’t believe that. The 
two travellers were downcast, desperately sad and dispirited and seemed to be trudging off home, 
convinced that all their hopes, which had been focused on Jesus, were now dashed. 
 
We know, but they didn’t, that the stranger who met them and walked along with them was the risen Jesus. 
They poured out their hearts to him, told him all that they’d seen and heard about the trial before Pilate, the 
crucifixion and the empty tomb, and they shared their shattered hope that this prophet, Jesus, was going to 
‘redeem Israel ‘(v 21). They seemed to have believed that Jesus was somehow going to lead the Jewish 
people to freedom from the Roman occupiers. As they walked along, Jesus put their thinking straight. He 
explained through the Scriptures (which as devote Jews they would know well), his true purpose. Then, 
towards the end of the story, as they reached their destination, Jesus was about to leave them but they 
persuaded him to stay for a meal and it is then, as Jesus broke the bread, that the penny dropped and they 
realised who the stranger really was. 
 
It seems a bit odd, reflecting on a journey, when we are all confined to home and only meant to go out for 
essential purposes! Yet, there are some interesting parallels with our own situation. Many are finding the 
current crisis tough: isolation is difficult to bear; financial worries grow; illness and bereavement are 
constant threats; and the uncertainty of it all is worrying. Some had high hopes of new projects, holidays or 
good school exam grades, only to find their hopes cancelled. The two travellers on the Emmaus road 
shared their troubles with Jesus; he walked with them and he listened. When we are feeling down, Jesus 
walks with us, not as a stranger, but as a friend and he listens.   
 
When Cleopas and his companion had shared their fears and grief, Jesus began to lead them from despair 
to hope. He opened the Scriptures to them. We have plenty of time on our hands these days when we can 
read our Bibles more.  For many of us, the Bible passages we usually turn to are familiar, just as the two 
travellers were very familiar with their Scriptures. But, Jesus led them to a new and deeper understanding. 
In verse 32 it says: ‘were not our hearts burning within us, while he talked with us on the road and opened 
the Scriptures to us?’ If we approach familiar passages prayerfully, Jesus can use our Bible reading to 
speak to us directly and set our thinking straight when we are afraid, lonely or uncertain. 
 
It’s revealing that, as they were nearing the end of their journey, Jesus made as to go off and leave them 
but they invited him to stay and have a meal with them. Jesus does not force himself into any situation but 
simply walks alongside and waits for an invitation to stay. Wherever we are on our Christian journey, Jesus 
is with us. Sometimes we, too, don’t recognize him because we are so bound up in our present troubles. It 
is precisely at such times that we need to invite Jesus into our homes, just as those two disciples did.  It 
was in the sharing of a meal that Jesus became real to Cleopas and his fellow traveller. For us too, Jesus 
can become very real in the ordinary activities of everyday life if we stop for a moment to acknowledge his 
presence with us. 
 
Afterwards, the two disciples were overjoyed. They went back to Jerusalem straight away, convinced now 
that Jesus had risen, that he was alive. Despair had turned to joy. Defeat was now a victory. Their lives 
were changed. When the lockdown is over and the pandemic is gone, the world will be a different place. I 
hope, despite the grief and the suffering, some things will have changed for the better and people will have 
reassessed their priorities. For Christians, that can certainly be true. This is a time to meet again with the 
risen Lord, to pour out our hearts to him, to let him speak to us in fresh ways and to rediscover his constant 
presence with us. May the peace of the risen Lord be with us all at this time.   
 
Some words from Psalm 23: 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
He makes me lie down in green pastures. 
He leads me beside still waters. 
He restores my soul. 
He leads me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 



Even though I walk through the shadow of the valley of death, 
I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 
Your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

 
A prayer by William Bright: 

Most Loving Father, 
Preserve us from all faithless fears and worldly anxieties 
And grant that no clouds of this mortal life 
May hide from us the light of that love which is immortal 
And which you have manifested to us in your Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen 

 
Finally, have a look at the words of this familiar hymn. It’s often seen as a children’s hymn and is a favourite 
in many schools. The words are simple, yet quite profound and seem quite appropriate for these days: 

One More Step Along The Way I Go 
One More Step Along The World I Go 
From The Old Things To The New 
Keep Me Travelling Along With You. 
And It’s From The Old I Travel To The New, 
Keep Me Travelling Along With You 
 
Round The Corner Of The World, I Turn 
More And More About The World, I Learn And 
The New Things That I See, 
You’ll Be Looking At Along With Me. 
And It’s From The Old I Travel To The New, 
Keep Me Travelling Along With You 
 
As I Travel Through The Bad And Good, 
Keep Me Travelling The Way I Should 
Where I See No Way To Go 
You’ll Be Telling Me The Way I Know. 
And It’s From The Old I Travel To The New, 
Keep Me Travelling Along With You 
 
Give Me Courage When The World Is Rough 
Keep Me Loving Though The World Is Tough 
Leap And Sing In All I Do 
Keep Me Travelling Along With You. 
And It’s From The Old I Travel To The New, 
Keep Me Travelling Along With You 
 
You Are Older Than The World Can Be 
You Are Younger Than The Life In Me 
Ever Old And Ever New 
Keep Me Travelling Along With You. 
And It’s From The Old I Travel To The New, 
Keep Me Travelling Along With You  

 
Stephen Holliday. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

      Frank Mills. £214,000, and rising!    


