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“This too will pass” (Anon).  

“All will be well, and all manner of things will be well” (Julian of Norwich). 
 

SUNDAY, 19th APRIL, 2020. 
 

Hello everyone, thank you for this opportunity to share some thoughts with you. 
 
I have always been a fan of science fiction and I feel as though I am living in a film at this time - 
deserted streets – cars parked in driveways – people walking on their own or at a distance from each other 
– fear – distrust – areas of heightened activity with people wearing protective clothing. But this is no film, 
this is reality. ‘Before’ when busy at the hospital or church I often longed for more time at home but now that 
it’s been imposed, like the child forbidden to do something, I don’t like it, the uncertainty is scary. BUT life 
goes on.  On my walks, sorry, times of exercise, I see the sticky buds breaking into life, the primroses and 
bluebells showing that there is order in this chaos. 
 
Now I have the opportunity to catch up: read some of those books that have been gathering dust on the 
shelves; sorting out my cupboards and wardrobe; completing that piece of lace which has been on the 
pillow for 3/5 years and most important spending more time reading my Bible and in prayer. 
Thanking God for the technology that has allowed me to share in reflections for Holy Week with my brother 
in Geneva through Zoom. 
 
So I pray that God will be your comfort and companion as you live one day at a time and trusting that He in 
in control as Ecclesiastes chapter 3 verses 1 – 7 says - 
 
“There is a time for everything, a season for every activity under heaven. 
  A time to be born and a time to die. 
  A time to plant and a time to harvest. 
  A time to kill and a time to heal. 
  A time to tear down and a time to rebuild. 
  A time to cry and a time to laugh. 
  A time to grieve and a time to dance. 
  A time to scatter stones and a time to gather stones. 
  A time to embrace and a time to turn away. 
  A time to search and a time to lose. 
  A time to keep and a time to throw away. 
  A time to tear and a time to mend. 
  A time to be quiet and a time to speak up. 
  A time to love and a time to hate. 
  A time for war and a time for peace.” 
 
May God bless you all.    
Janet Browning. 

 
CHURCH NOTICES. 
 
All churches. 
 

• Sunday Worship. BBC1 at 11.25am from St 
David’s Cathedral. 

• Songs of Praise. BBC1 at 1.15pm. Aled 
Jones in Liverpool. 

 

 
 

• Video reflections.  A video reflection for this 
weekend will be available on church 
websites.  Do keep an eye out from Saturday 
onwards. Rev Patrick. 

 

mailto:patrick.stonehewer@methodist.org.uk
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• Continuing financial support. We are all 
called to be good stewards of the gifts God 
provides, including the financial well-being of 
our churches, which supports our ministry 
and mission.  Please continue to bless your 
local church with your offerings during this 
period, if your circumstances allow.   If you 
contribute cash on a Sunday, please put this 
aside or consider transferring to a standing 
order or the envelope scheme. Please 
contact your church treasurer for more 
details: Elaine (Bishopston, 0117 951 4529), 
Ian (E Compton, 01454 632 255), Helen 
(Horfield, 0117 962 4257), Debbie (Pilning, 
01454 632 200) or Gill (Shire, 0117 950 
3400) 
 

• Younger members of our congregations,      
I hope that you are well and enjoying school 
at home, and that you will find this useful for 
you and everyone you are with 
https://www.rootsontheweb.com/familiesatho
me19apr (provided © ROOTS for Churches 
Ltd (www.rootsontheweb.com) 2002-2020). 

 

• Urgent needs for the city:    
1. Could *you* come forward to be 
considered for emergency fostering? Over 
forty responses have been received to this 
call, which is amazing, BUT, the need is 
much greater than this.  Please give this 
some prayerful consideration and share the 
‘ask’ with others. 
See https://www.homeforgood.org.uk/bristol-
response or https://www.thenoise.org.uk/brist
olchurchresponse If you would like to speak 
to someone about what fostering is like, 
please talk to Rev Patrick. 
 
2. Secondly, there is a need to provide direct 
financial support to ensure there is a 
sustainable supply for the network of 
Foodbanks.  The urgent need now is to 
provide direct funding to be able to purchase 
food to augment the supply of food from 
FareShare, and other direct donations. The 
Bristol Churches City Fund is therefore 
partnering with Bristol Noise and Christian 
Action Bristol to raise funds for a critical need 
across the city. Please donate if you can via 
https://www.churchescityfund.org/ 
 

• You may know of friends or family members 
who have died, but cannot visit those who 
mourn as usual. If you wish to say some 
prayers for them, here is a very simple 
suggestion which you could use. If you can't 
attend a funeral, please look  

at https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/16626
/i-cant-get-to-a-funeral.pdf 
 

In this moment of sorrow the Lord is with 
us. 
'Blessed are those who mourn; they shall 
be comforted.' 
Be silent and make your own prayers. 
Read John 14:1-6; 27. 
Say the Lord's Prayer. 
Pray 'God of all grace, we pray for one 
another, especially for... 
In loss and sorrow, be our refuge and 
strength, and enfold us in your everlasting 
arms, through Christ our Lord. Amen' 
Conclude by saying the Grace. 
(Adapted from Methodist Worship Book 
p444ff) 
 

• You are asked to note that I have currently 
changed my working pattern to be Sunday to 
Friday inclusive. Rev Patrick. 

 

• Weekly notices:  Please submit items to 
John Hopper by each Tuesday 
(p.hopper1@btinternet.com, or 0117 951 
4529). To be added to, or deleted from, the 
electronic circulation, please email John 
Hopper.  

 
Bishopston. 
 

• Lent Jars of Change Appeal for WaterAid. 
Please keep your Jars of Change safe until 
we can meet at Church again. Why not carry 
on collecting change or put aside a small 
donation each week and help more people to 
get a clean water supply? 

 
Horfield. 
 

• Fundraising quiz sheet: keep your brain 
active with our fun quiz.  Just £1 to enter, 
available from Helen Wallbridge at 
treasurer@horfieldmethodist.org.uk . Entries 
to be in by midday on Sunday, 17th May 
(note change of date). Quiz sheet can be 
sent by email to anyone else who would like 
one. People can pay the £1 entry when they 
next attend church! Answer sheets can either 
be either emailed to Helen, or posted to 20 
Cransley Crescent, Henleaze, Bristol BS9 
4PG (not Church). Note. Small, but 
significant, error in the quiz. No 7 of the 
Missing Vowels should be  RS  GRCS, not 
RSG RCS.  
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• Horfield Prayer Support. 
An important part of our discipleship is to 
pray for our community and each other.  
This week you are asked to pray for the 
following people and their families:-            
Joan Davis, Libby Deeks, Disabled Christian 
Fellowship, and Jane Duffy.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Shirehampton. 
 

• Prayer requests:                                            
Dot is making progress walking, in the rehab 
home; Dennis rings her every day, and is 
looked after well himself.                              
Vick and Bridget are in intermittent pain with 
no chance of surgery in the foreseeable 
future. Joan has been quite poorly just 
recently.   Sylvia struggles on with her 
Parkinson’s. Congratulations to Elizabeth 
who was 80 on Tuesday - there’ll be a party 
sometime! 

 
This weeks Lectionary readings are: 

 
Acts 2, 14a, and 22 – 32; Psalm 16; 1 Peter 1, 3 – 9; and John 20, 19 -31. 

 
 
This week’s Gospel reading is like a play in two acts. 

 
In Act One, Jesus’ disciples are hidden away, huddled together in a locked room. They are grieving, 
disorientated, fearful of what might happen next. The resurrected Jesus comes to them and provides solid 
evidence that he is alive by showing them his scarred body. His presence brings his friends joy and peace 
and the Holy Spirit is evident. 

 
Jesus points to future events at Ascension and Pentecost by telling them that he will send them out, with 
the power to forgive. As most of the disciples are there, the sense of communal joy at meeting Jesus again 
is palpable. 

 
Then, Act Two of the play features a dramatic twist – the realisation that someone has been left out! 
Thomas is understandably sceptical when he hears that the group has met with Jesus and refuses to 
believe it until he has concrete proof.  

 
(If you look at the cartoon by Tim Wakeling included in this week’s news sheet, this suggests a 
contemporary twist on the Thomas story: Zoom is a popular website/app which enables friends and 
colleagues to set up meetings at home. Thomas, in the current situation, might therefore say: “Unless he 
turns on his camera, I will not believe it!”) 
 
In the poignant and powerful climax of this drama, the action then moves to a week later when Thomas 
joins the group and this time meets with the risen Jesus. He is overcome with the reality of his Master’s 
presence. 

 
An audience watching this in a theatre would probably be moved by his confession of faith; and challenged 
by Jesus’ final words in the passage - “blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.’  But 
this is not a theatre; this is a Gospel – so how could we understand it today? 

 



One idea that I have been coming to understand recently is that Easter does not just happen and then stop. 
It is a story which rolls out gradually, with the risen Jesus appearing to a few people at first, then to more. 
 
Years later, we are still meeting him and the power and hope of his risen life can become a reality to us too. 
The Easter story is never over and it still touches people who have never seen Jesus in the flesh, but who 
still come to believe. 
 
As John explains at the end of the passage: “But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” 

 
According to author and theologian Barbara Brown Taylor in her book  ‘Home by Another Way’: “Scripture 
is the message our ancestors rolled up and put in a bottle for us, because they wanted us to experience the 
person of Jesus – if not in the flesh, then in the word. Reading what they set down for us all those years 
ago, we are free to believe it or not. We are free to believe them or not, but one thing this story tells us is 
that seeing is not superior to hearing. 

 
“One can trust either sense. One can come to believe either way, but where Jesus is concerned, only a 
precious few saw him in the flesh after his resurrection. Millions more have discovered him not in the flesh 
but in the stories, which have a way of jumping off the page. Rooted in history, they are more than history. 
Jesus is still alive in them, with power to make us weep, rejoice, hope, act. Maybe that is why we call both 
Jesus and the stories about him the living word of God.” 
 
Something to think about: 

 
-       In what ways do you identify with Thomas? 
-       Over the years, what has helped you believe and have faith? 
-       Is doubt actually a really important part of faith? 

 
Prayer: 
Risen Jesus - when your friends were afraid, gathered behind locked doors, you came and stood among 
them. You came to be beside them. You said: “Peace be with you”. You offered signs of hope by showing 
them your hands and your side. Your presence and the Spirit brought them joy. 
Risen Jesus, come and stand beside us. If we are afraid, calm us If we are tired, bring us rest. If we are 
doubtful, inspire us to hope. Breathe your Spirit into us and show us new ways to live. 
May we continue to learn what hope means in these troubled times. May you be the source of our peace, 
our joy and our everlasting life. 
Alleluia!  Amen 
 
Mandy Briggs. 
 

PS. 
 

 
Well done, Captain Tom Moore! 

100 laps completed. 
£18,000,000 raised, and growing! 


