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We seek to provide a focal point in our community for all to worship 

God, being led by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love in the world, 

as together we follow the example of Christ. 
 

I hope that you are familiar with the above words, our mission statement, which help 

us to focus on our activities for God in the community.  We are all called individually 

by God to be his disciples, but we belong together in the wider community of the 

church and the world, locally and globally.   

The communal nature of the church and its ministry is cherished and emphasized 

with the Methodist Church as a whole.  Part of our responsibility in this is to allow 

time to take stock of how God is working through us, and prayerfully consider how 

we are being led by God in our discipleship. 

Whoever you are and whatever your experience, age or background, your 

contribution to the church community is important and valued, so I invite you to our 

annual church meeting which will form an integral part of morning worship on 

Sunday 7 May.  This will include an opportunity to give thanks for, and reflect on the 

ongoing life of our church community. 

 

LOOKING AHEAD 

Before the meeting, can I ask you to consider the following, so that we have a well-

informed discussion about how we are being led by the Holy Spirit?   

 

Holy Habits 

As background to our discussion, for two years starting at Pentecost (in early June) 

this year, all the churches in our Methodist church will be using resources based on 

Acts 2:42-47, which outlines the activities of the early church: 

 Eating Together 
 Prayer 
 Making More Disciples 

 Gladness and Generosity 

 Breaking of Bread 

 Service 

 Fellowship 

 Worship 

 Biblical Teaching 

 Sharing Resources 

 

The aspiration is that our discipleship as individuals and as churches will be 

strengthened by the example of the first disciples, who faced a challenging time in 

sharing the message of Jesus Christ in the communities in which they lived and 

witnessed.  That’s something which resonates strongly with today’s situation, and I 



hope that you will be inspired to draw on their example not just for ourselves but 

equally importantly as we look for ways to share the good news of Jesus with others. 
 

Worship 

Worship stands at the centre of our communal life.  Our morning services during 

Lent have been ‘cafe’-style, something which the Worship Consultation arranged in 

response to discussion about deepening our discipleship last year. 

The Worship Consultation will be reviewing this soon, and welcome your thoughts 

and comments.  To prompt your feedback, please consider how you feel this has 

benefitted our church life; secondly, if there were one change you would make to this 

approach, what would it be; thirdly, how would you like to see our pattern of worship 

and devotion develop? 

 

A focal point in our community 

We can be thankful for the range of activities which we support for ourselves and 

others through our fellowship and in the use of our premises.  The central purpose of 

our annual meeting is to have a conversation about the ministry and witness of the 

church.  With our mission statement in mind, I encourage you to consider how we 

can be a focus for God: 

 firstly, for ourselves as a community of Christ’s disciples 

 secondly, for the immediate community.  This could mean those who live, work or 

spend time in or close to our church building; this question equally applies to 

those with whom we live, work or spend our leisure, recognising that we are 

called to discipleship in all that we do. 

 thirdly, for others further afield: how can we best maintain and develop this 

aspect of our discipleship? 

 

Leadership 

The work of the stewards’ team over the year has focussed on the items which we 

agreed at last year’s annual meeting, in order to maintain and develop our ministry 

and witness through worship and service. 

During the year, Andy Stevenson joined the group which also includes Asmin Taylor, 

Janet Browning, Lorraine Richardson and Richard Brown.  I am pleased to say that 

all the members of this group are willing to continue for the year ahead, but it would 

be good to have a team of six stewards as a minimum, which means that there a 

vacancy to fill at the annual church meeting. 

 

Please consider if you could serve in this way or think if someone else would be well-

suited to this key role, and speak to one of the stewards or me. 

 

Before concluding, can I take this opportunity to say thank you to the whole church 

community for your continuing support for all of our family.  On a personal level, as I 



prepare for my ordination at the end of June, I am thankful for the various ways you 

have supported me as the church family continues to answer God’s call in this part of 

the city and beyond. 

 

With best wishes, 

Rev Patrick 



Stewards’ Report 

We have continued to meet every two months and have covered some quite diverse 

areas as you will see below: 

 Dementia Friendly Church: a group representing the three churches have met to 

look at this issue and extending it to include other forms of disability; 

 Kenneth House: this is the residential home, across the road, for people with 

learning disability.  We are forming closer links with them; they are serving 

coffee/tea on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of the month for the dancer’s 

carers/parents, and cared for our flowering cross during April; 

 Film Club: you will have seen news about this in the notices and as always help 

will be needed; 

 Church Calendar: a copy of this is to be found on the notice board by the kitchen 

and in the vestibule.  Please will you let Janet know dates of meetings etc to be 

included; 

 Holy Habits: as you will have seen elsewhere, this initiative starts at Pentecost 

and the stewards will be looking at how we share this within Horfield. Please do 

try to take part; 

 Assistance Box: following discussion at our Anniversary with Matt Albury we have 

prepared a box of items that might help when someone comes in asking for 

assistance. It contains guidelines for response and useful names and addresses; 

 Accompanists: we continue to be grateful to those who play for our services week 

by week. Howard; Pam; Jane; Helen; Liz and Josh. We plan to have a memorial 

for Harvey hopefully in September; 

 Gift Day: a big thank you to everyone for the generosity displayed.  It was a lovely 

time of fellowship and a wonderful time to give thanks to God for His love and 

care and also a time to renew our covenant with Him, to spread that love and 

care in this neighbourhood. 

  

God bless you all. 

Asmin,Lorraine,Andy, Richard & Janet 



Treasurer’s Report    

  
The church needed to spend £14000 on a new boiler; we managed to cover the cost 
by using some of our reserves, the major projects fund, some of the room lettings 
money and other budgets. 
 Various methods of fund raising was organised which has resulted in the following 
being raised to date (all to the nearest £1) 

 Smartie Tubes:£303 

 Special Donations: A special thanks to Little Fishes (£82) and the Clifton Gospel 
Choir (£400) 

 Gift Day: £3381 
Grand total to date: £4166 (we will also be able to claim gift aid on some of this 
giving). 
  
 We continue to cover our overheads with our income from our weekly offering and 
the use of the premises (without the lettings income the church would have a major 
problem).  We have managed to keep within our budgets for the last three years, and 
I see no reason why this should not continue but we need to ensure over the next 
few years that we try to build up our reserves.  
 
External giving (Sept 2015 to to Aug 2016) was £3286.00, monies to Christian Aid,  
Children in Action, Methodist Homes, Methodist Centre, Shelter Box, World Mission 
Fund, Home Mission Fund and JMA. 
 
This is my last report to you, I know you will support Helen Wallbridge as you have 
me, and I take this opportunity to wish Helen all the best for her new role as 
treasurer.  
May I thank everyone for their amazing ongoing financial support to both the church 
and external giving. 
  

Elaine Gibson 
  



Messy Church  

Messy Church is now in its ninth year, its fifth year of running monthly. We think we 

have worshiped as a Messy Congregation over 80 times. 

We have had a visit from the Ark buses and the Ark team, investigated what it 

means to be a Christian, and explored what the love of God can mean in our lives. 

Our congregation is wonderfully diverse and are very loving and caring of each 

other. 

Over the last 2 years we have served refreshments to our dancing friends, many of 

them now join us for part of Messy church, in between dance classes. 

Do you know what happens to ice when you put salt on it? 

Have you checked out what the bible tells us about caring about each other? 

We always have a range of activities to help us explore the theme, followed by an 

act of Worship and always end with a yummy meal, 4,000+ meals have been served! 

By the time you read this we will have shared communion together for the second 

time, having first made our own bread and crushed grapes to make our own 

Communion wine. 

 

4:12 

You are young, but do not let anyone treat you as if you were not important. Be an 

example to show the believers how they should live. Show them with your words, 

with the way you live, with your love, with your faith, and with your pure life.   

1 Timothy 4:12 (International Children’s Version) 

We are proud to say we are young, important to God, and can provide an example to 

everyone in how to follow a Christian life. 

Over the last year, we have been spending our Sunday evenings playing games, 

meeting with our friends, eating pizza and learning about the Bible.  It has been quite 

a busy year.  We completed our sessions where we looked at Harry Potter’s 

Adventures, went to the National Methodist Youth event 3Generate, helped to 

decorate the crèche, decorated an elephant as part of the Easter trail and spent a 

whole weekend watching all 8 Harry Potter films!  We would like to thank everyone 

who helped us get to 3Generate by buying cakes.  We had an amazing time and 

particularly enjoyed spending time together and meeting new people.  We would also 

like to thank everyone who has contributed to decorating the crèche, particularly 

Helen Wallbridge.  Over the next few months we shall be exploring the Bible more 

using material from the Methodist Church. 

If you’re at secondary school or 6th form college (aged 11 - 18) and would like to join 

us, we meet twice a month, on the 2nd and 3rd Sunday evenings from 5.30 to 7.00pm 

at Church, with games, pizza and some study time.  Please speak to Hannah or 

Sam, or email them on samandhannahwilliamson@gmail.com if you would like any 

more information. 

Sam and Hannah Williamson 

mailto:samandhannahwilliamson@gmail.com


Junior Church 

When we look back over the last year there is so much to be thankful for.  

 

We are very blessed to have a lively group of children and young people who 

confidently join in and ask questions both in Church and in Junior Church. 

 

We have recently decided not to split into different rooms and we now spend the 

whole session together.  We are still keeping to our established routine of starting by 

singing and mentioning each child and adult by name, we then have a time of 

interactive prayer and then spend time looking at the story for that week.  After the 

story we have a time in smaller groups completing age appropriate activities, which 

often involve discussion and craft.  We usually end our session with more singing 

and the children love learning new action songs particularly lively Doug Horley action 

songs complete with sign language. 

 

We also have much younger children and several babies who are looked after in the 

Crèche. 

 

The children’s corner in Church is a still being used regularly by children attending 
our service - we think it is a wonderful addition to our worship space. 
 
We are looking forward to our Junior Church Anniversary in June and we are 
currently deciding how to celebrate this. 
 
We would love to have some more helpers and leaders, so if you feel able to help 
with any age group please talk to one of the Junior Church leaders. Please feel free 
to come in and see what goes on in Junior Church. 
 

Helen, Libby, Shirin, Donna & Hannah 
 
 



Pastoral Report 

During the past year we have had one baptism (Dylan Pawsey); two deaths 

(Margaret Bateman and Vera Gladwin); one transfer out (Colin Debeger); three 

transfers in (Sandy Bowcock, Maddy Stonehewer and Grace Slade). This brings our 

membership to 101. 

The inclusion of names for prayer in the weekly notices has been well received. 

The flowers are regularly distributed.  If you would like someone to receive the 

flowers please have a word with the distributors on the morning.  Many thanks to all 

those involved, they are much appreciated. 

As the first disciples cared for each other, so we at Horfield will be exploring our 

discipleship through study of “Holy Habits”. 

At the next meeting of Pastoral Visitors Pam Williams will take over as Pastoral 

Secretary. We will be reviewing the lists to try and even out the number each visitor 

has.  We need more visitors, if you feel led to help please have a word with Pam or 

myself.  

Janet Browning 

 

Property Report (from Property & Finance Committee), April 2017 

Horfield Methodist’s Property Committee has once again been busy overseeing 

another eventful year of repairs, maintenance, major projects and grant-seeking! 

Major work completed: 

 Boiler replacement - The major project this year has been the replacement of the 

increasingly troublesome 40+ year old boiler which heats the hall and church, 

with a new twin-boiler system. With a lot of time spent by Elaine, our treasurer, 

looking at how we could cover the cost (including securing prepayment of some 

room rentals up to the end of December of this year), we were able to proceed 

with the replacement in February. Since then, the main pipes in the boiler room 

have also been lagged so that as well as having a modern, more efficient heating 

system we will be reducing our carbon footprint and should also see a significant 

reduction in our gas bills. In recent weeks we were very pleased to successfully 

secure a grant from Allchurches Trust Ltd for £1100 towards the cost of the 

boilers!  

 Church projector replacement – This has proved to be a very worthwhile 
investment with all images being projected being able to be seen! 

 Room 5 and corridor flooring (upstairs) – This has been replaced and the new 
vinyl was very well received by the carers of babies and toddlers (who spend 
much of their time playing on the floor) at Little Fishes. A few teething problems 
of marks/‘digs’ being made by tap dancers have now been resolved by the dance 
school bringing rolls of special flooring which are then rolled out on top of the new 
vinyl to protect it. 

  



 New signage –  
(i) The new sign to advertise HMC playgroup on the grass at the corner of 

Churchways Ave. and Gloucester Rd. brought some enquiries within days 

of it being installed 

(ii) There is now a sign on the roadside wall by the front entrance to the 

church indicating that there is level access available (on Churchways 

Ave.). 

 Change of room use –  
(i) Since last year’s annual meeting the Seniors’ Room (end of downstairs 

corridor) has become the temporary office for our Superintendent Minister, 

David Alderman. This is likely to be until sometime in 2018 

(ii) With fewer babies needing to use the crèche and a growing 4:12 group 

(previously known as the Young People’s Fellowship – ‘YPF’) it was 

agreed that the room would – in consultation with the young people - be 

redecorated and refurbished for their use. Work has started on it, with one 

half having been decorated (thanks go to those who gave up their time to 

do this) but the other half is still waiting to be done at some point in the 

near future.  

We are extremely pleased to have just been informed that this project has been 

chosen to be one of the three causes in the Co-op community funding scheme 

locally.The acknowledgement email informed us that “The funding for your cause 

will come from Co-op Members. We give 1% of everything our members spend 

on Co-op branded products and services to a local cause they choose – and 

they’ll be able to choose your cause from 9 April to 7 October 2017”. So, if you 

are a Co-op member, please select us as your cause (this can be done on the 

website)! 

 

Major work planned: 

Due to the unexpected need for the replacement of the boiler, some of this year’s 

planned work has had to be suspended, although with the Quinquennial Inspection 

due at the end of this year there are several items on the ‘Of Utmost Urgency’ list 

which are likely to be addressed, subject to funds being available. These items 

include sorting out the drainage problem in the courtyard area which, after initial 

investigations, is likely to involve digging up the concrete to access the suspected 

collapsed pipe work. This would, however, mean that the existing badly-cracked 

areas of concrete (where the playgroup children play) would then be replaced with a 

safe, level newly-concreted area thus ‘killing two birds with one stone’! 

Helen Wallbridge  



Pam William's House Group Report 2016-2017 

The house group, as a whole, is actively involved in the life of the church through 
various members being pastoral visitors, helping in fundraising and through their 
involvement in Messy Church, Music, Christmas Journey, Church lunches etc. 

The group meets about ten times a year for fellowship, discussions and preparation 
for various church fundraising 

Discussions have taken place on global greed resulting in poverty (by using a card 
resource) 

Another evening there was discussion on the need for more roles to be filled during 
the church and how the group could possibly help in the different roles whilst 
continuing to support the church 

We held a session looking at progressive Christianity and the eight points or 
beliefs upheld by this particular group. It was an interesting and lively sharing of 
our own views. We were also able to hear from Jane Duffy, her experiences of 
attending the Quaker meeting house in the past year. 

During February we had a meditation about the fragility of snowdrops. This linked to 
how life can also be fragile and to the New Year and new life and hope and 
renewal....also linked to the Trinity 

A number of members were involved in the Women's World Day of Prayer 

Members of the group donate a small subscription each month which supports the 
yearly service of the wheelchair in church as well as other small projects/charities. 

More recently, during March, the Clifton Gospel choir were singing at the church. 
Pam and Pam sing in the choir and the house group made and sold cakes and 
coffee during the interval, raising over £400 for the church boiler replacement. The 
gospel choir were very pleased with the church as a venue and were particularly 
grateful to Howard Wilson for all his lighting and sound expertise. The choir were 
very appreciative of the church as a venue and of the welcome which they received. 

The group has supported church fairs during May and November....the pick a 
present and cakes continue to be ever popular. 

During July the group shared fellowship through a Bring and Share Safari supper 

A very pleasant evening was also enjoyed during our Christmas meal at the 
Wellington. 

The group have been together for over 17 years and looks forward to many more 
years of sharing faith and fellowship 



Wednesday Morning Group 

Wednesday mornings during term-time, 10am – 11.30am. 

Wednesday Morning Group generally meets in the crèche, however we do have 

quite a few trips out, both near and far so are not always to be found at ‘home’.  

For some time, there has just been the two of us, with the occasional visit from 

others, but in more recent months we have - more often than not - seen the ‘group’ 

double in size! 

When we meet elsewhere, destinations tend to be chosen for their association with 

Christianity or for their support of a charity. Last summer, for example, we visited 

Wells Cathedral where we chanced upon a lunchtime concert by a visiting American 

choir and also sampled the delights of the café. In the autumn, we visited Salisbury 

Cathedral and its café and well-stocked book/gift shop. We then explored the local 

shops, visiting every charity shop, it seemed, looking for bargains and their charity 

Christmas cards! Other outings have been far closer and in recent months have 

(twice!) supported the new ‘Nonesuch’ café at the St Peter’s Hospice shop on 

Gloucester Road.  

When we meet at church there is always a lot to share and comment upon – events 

in our own lives as well as national and world events. As well as this, we do like to be 

useful to the church in some way: we periodically refresh the baby’s/toddlers toy 

bags by the main church doors; helped with Christmas Playgroup Praise and 

provided refreshments for those that came; stuck labels with the correct information 

in each ‘Survival Handbook’ (a boxful); regularly clean and disinfect some of the toys 

in the crèche. 

At our first meeting of the new term (26th April) we will be drawing up our plans for 

the rest of the summer term – if you think you may be interested in joining us for any 

of the sessions and would like to see what we have planned, please do ask for a 

copy. 

Helen Wallbridge and Helen Perkins 

 

Wessex Avenue House Group 

In the past year we have not been meeting quite as regularly. Members of the group 
arrange our monthly topic and we are grateful for this input. We still very much rely 
on Cherry, Eurfron and Bertha to provide transport so all members, nine of us, can 
join together. We continue to explore the many sides of our Christian life. We hope to 
continue making monetary contributions to the church and other worthy charities.  

Joan Lewis 



Neighbourhood and Mission 

Our proposals for charitable giving 2017/18: 

 Harvest -Money to “ All We Can”, Food to the local food bank; 

 Christmas Gift Day – a refugee organisation 

 Christmas Day - The Bristol Methodist Centre 

 Easter – Network 

 Other special collections- MHA (Give advanced publicity for this and put item in 

the Link), JMA, Leprosy Mission, Week for Christian Unity (service at URC was 

very poorly attended),One World Week, other Methodist Mission funds eg Home 

and Overseas are ongoing. 

Our links with other groups: 

 The New Room & Charles Wesley House - New volunteers are being recruited 

from March. Personnel for the café have been appointed and a person to care for 

the archives.  Activities planned for Easter. Two groups in the Church decorated 

an elephant for the Trail around Broadmead. People are invited to make bunting 

for the Grand Opening; 

 The Bristol Methodist Centre - A fundraiser is putting in bids for certain aspects 

of the work. They are getting 60 to 100 visitors a day. Squatters took over No 31 

Midland Road which belongs to the Council. It cost about £ 6000 to remove them. 

The premises in Midland Road has been sold for £240000; 

 Dementia Friendly Churches- A meeting has been held with members of 

Bishopston and Shirehampton to discuss how the churches can enable the 

disabled to gain full access to worship; 

 Circuit Learning and Caring Group- A questionnaire for pastoral visitors has 

been circulated to all churches assessing the needs of the churches; 

 Lenten Lunches- The lunch was held on April 1st at Horfield. £220 collected for 

Christian Aid; 

 Community Event- organised by Manor Farm will be at the Sports Centre. This 

will be advertised on the notice board and there will be follow up leaflets; 

 The Disabled Christian Fellowship ( Colston Grady )-  A meeting has been 

planned for Wednesday May 8th from 2.15 p.m. to 3.45 p.m. Attendees at the first 

meeting will be asked to give suggestions on format of meeting-  eg. tea/coffee/ 

talk/fellowship/opening prayer/hymns/topical discussion. Jenny Edwards is the 

coordinator of the group. 

Church activities and outreach: 

 Film Club (Bob Walters) - Bob willing to organise this with help, to be run on 

voluntary contributions; 6 months trial; taken to Church Council. 

 Kenneth House 

 The residents from Kenneth House have been organising tea/coffee and light 

refreshments on every second Saturday morning; residents and their carers have 

been coming to the Art Club and the Scrabble Group. 

 

Eurfron Parry 

  



Leprosy Mission 
 
Many thanks are due to my small band of supporters that we have been able to send 
£303 to the Leprosy Mission this year.  
Thank you all. 
 

Sheila Lomas 
 

Lunch Club 

We meet every second Tuesday of the month. Numbers are between 20 and 30. We 

provide a three course lunch for £4.  We try and produce a variety of meals which 

suit most palates.  

The people who attend enjoy the company and friendship. Any profits are used to 

buy equipment for the kitchen or donated to the church. Many thanks to the following 

for their help throughout the year:- Linnette Nelson, Audrey Bainbridge, Margaret 

Postlethwaite, Joan Lewis, Heather Willcox, Pam Gannon, Marilyn Tighe and Joan 

Davies for the transport. 

Eurfron & John Parry 

 

Art Club 

We meet every Friday afternoon from 2 p.m. until 4 p.m. We produce a variety of 

pictures using a variety of different media. Some of you may have seen some of our 

work on gift day. 

People cherish those two hours when they can relax as they create their “works of 

art “.  We are a happy, closely knit group who welcomes and cares for each other. 

Some people come just for the company and a cup of tea and a biscuit at 3 0’clock. 

We are pleased to welcome the residents of Kenneth House to our group. 

John Parry 

 

Craft Group 

We meet on the second Thursday of each month. We aim to make items for the 

Church fairs and for other community activities. Those who came to the Gift Day had 

the opportunity of purchasing some of the things we have made: lavender bags, key 

rings, candle holders and handkerchief cards. We hope to make bunting for the New 

Room and for a Christian festival. 

There are six of us in the group and we shall be pleased to see anyone else who 

would like to join us. 

Eurfron Parry 



Novel Group 
 
The Novel Group has now read almost 80 books since its inception at the behest of 
our late, and much missed, leader, Vera Pelley. 
This is a very rewarding, but undemanding, group to join as we read one book in 
common, roughly every six weeks or so, then get together to pool our often very 
different experiences of it. 
People are encouraged to say what they actually thought of each other's book 
choices, and we can honestly say this results in a fair and frank exchange. 
Do join us - new approaches and points of view always welcome. 
 

Sandra Lloyd. 
 

 

Scrabble group 

The Scrabble Group continues to meet on alternate Tuesday afternoons. We are 

small group whose numbers have recently been augmented by people from Kenneth 

House. We would love it if more people could join us. 

Mollie Spry 

 

Horfield Methodist Playgroup 

The AGM of the playgroup was held on Wednesday 5th April, after the children and 

parents/ grandparents/ carers attended the Easter Praise service. 

Church Appointed members to the Management Committee: 
Jenny Cornell 
Elaine Gibson 
Helen Wallbridge 
Asmin Taylor 
Andy Stevenson 
Eurfron Parry 
Rev Patrick Stonehewer 

Parent Appointed Members to Management Committee: 
Becky Jointer 
Marion Andrews 
Roxanne Moore 

Staff: 
Rachel Canning 
Cherry Arnal 
Amanda Rees 

 
In planning the activities for the year the committee and staff keep in mind the 
Charity Commission’s guidance on public benefit. 



During the year, there has been much work done, in close liaison with the Church, to 
amend Playgroup's constitution. This change has been accepted by the Charity’s 
Commission. 
The staff adopts the Early Years National Curriculum and has followed a varied, 
challenging, and interesting programme which will support the children during their 
transition to other settings. 
A rigorous self -assessment and full documentation leads to a detailed dossier 
named the “Bristol Standard”. This is submitted to the Local Authority for appraisal. 
Every three years, as in this year, the report has to be more detailed. The staff has 
been working extremely hard in order to submit this in the next few weeks. Many 
thanks to the staff for going, “ that extra mile, “ in order to complete this worth- while 
document. They have always had good comments about their submissions in the 
past and we are expecting good results this time. 
Hayley Grady left us at the end of the school year 2016 and we appointed Amanda 
Rees in her place. Amanda has had experience in a number of Early Years settings 
and she has settled in very well 
As in many Early Years Settings this year there has been a decline in numbers. 
Although this has a financial implication, it does mean that the children have more 
access and support from the staff. 

 
Training: 
The staff continues to work towards training in areas of the curriculum and subjects 
which enhance care and protection. 

 
The methods adopted for recruitment and appointment of Committee members: 
The Committee are appointed by the Church Council. Seven are Church members 
and there are three parents. 
Committee members and staff have divided into 3 working parties 

 Governance- Working on revising policies and initiating new ones. 

 Publicity- Creating awareness of the Playgroup in the Community 

 Finance and Premises- Liaising with staff, church and Circuit  
 
Finance: 
Bristol and South Gloucestershire Methodist Circuit now undertake oversight of 
salaries and pensions. 

 
Conclusion: 
Many thanks to the staff for ensuring the smooth running and success of the 
Playgroup and to the parents and committee members for their continued support.  
 

  



Little Fishes Toddler Group 

Fridays during term-time, 10am – 11.30am 

There is always fun to be had at Little Fishes - from kicking a ball into the goal net, 

‘hiding’ in the dark dome and balancing on the wavy walk-along line, to getting 

messy with paint, playing with playdoh and getting sticky with glue whilst sticking all 

sorts of bits and pieces onto card to make your very own interesting ‘design’!  

We were once again delighted to be involved in this year’s Ark Bus project which 

involved decorating an elephant – ours was ‘Queen Elizabeth II’. We used circular 

sponges to dab on lots of blue and red circular splodges, and then stuck on pictures 

from magazines of the queen at different stages of her life. Next, we topped it off with 

a crown with lots of shiny ‘gems’ stuck on it. Everyone was looking forward to seeing 

it on display - one of 40 which are currently residing in shops around Broadmead, 

part of a trail run over the Easter holidays from the New Room. 

We continue to have a Christian theme for the craft activity and story time, generally 

on the 3rd Friday of the month. For our Easter celebration the children made palm 

branches out of rolled up green paper and went into the church to sing some songs 

and to hear the story of the excitement of Palm Sunday. Each child received a small 

chocolate Easter egg and a small booklet telling the Easter story. We would like to 

thank the church for its donation towards the cost. We would also like to thank 

Patrick who manages to come along most Friday mornings – he can often be found 

sitting on a carpet playing with toys whilst getting to know the ‘Little Fishes’ and their 

carers. (He’s also a great help when it comes to packing away!) 

The mums/dads/grandparents/carers who bring their charges along really are a 

lovely group of people and we know that many a friendship is established at Little 

Fishes, continuing after leaving us, on into playgroup/nursery and beyond.  

As volunteers at Little Fishes, we also enjoy the opportunity to get to know both the 

adults and children. We are fortunate in having a super team of dedicated people 

who help out with making refreshments, overseeing the craft table, taking the 

register/subs, being the 'welcomer' at the door and helping with the clearing up.  

If you would like to be on the rota as part of the volunteer team (once a term, once a 

month or more frequently), please let us know as we are always on the lookout for 

more help! 

Core team: Helen Wallbridge, Eurfron Parry, Lorraine Richardson & Janet Browning 

  



62nd Bristol (Horfield Methodist) Scout Group 

The Scout Group continues to go from strength to strength, offering fantastic 
opportunities for the boys and girls across our three sections. 

 The Beavers have 24 attending most weeks, along with a fantastic leaders’ team 
of 5 plus 3 explorers doing D of E service with us. We have just done a sleepover 
at the hut in April, which was great fun. Last year we attended many District and 
County events, the best was probably the Avon Jamboree followed by Funday at 
Woodhouse, the Beaver badge day (each Beaver attending got to do a minimum 
of 3 activity badges in one day). The leaders of 62nd ran the Beaver 
communicator badge: we had great fun teaching them semaphore, Morse code, 
emailing, texting and online safety etc. The Beaver Beach party sleepover at the 
26th Bristol HQ saw 120 sleeping in the same hall! So here's to 2017, we’re all up 
for another hectic year! 

 At the 62nd Bandarlog Cub pack we have around 27 Cubs each Thursday. We've 
done so much this year including tobogganing, cooking, photography and we 
came 4th at the District swimming gala! We've been trying hard to earn our 
challenge badges so that hopefully we can give out some Silver Chief Scout 
awards! The Bandarlog and Seeonne Cub packs have been having fun together 
on camps this year too, including the Avon Jamboree, District Camp and our own 
Winter Camp! 

 The Seeonne Cub pack are busy every Monday night and also have a new 
leader, Jess, who is involved as an article writer for the Scouting magazine and is 
obviously interested in covering any interesting subjects for articles. The 
Seeonne pack is doing some work on the Million Hands project, a community 
impact project, in which the Cubs have decided to focus on Water & Sanitation. 

 Both Scout Troops are very popular: with regular attendance exceeding 20 
Scouts on a Wednesday and 30 Scouts on a Friday. The Troops continue to plan 
activities and camps on a parallel programme, giving Scouts from either night the 
same opportunities (with slight twists thrown in!). Highlights included the steel 
drum and astronomy nights, the annual Halloween ‘messy night’ and various 
‘talent’ evenings we’ve used the HMC audio-visual system for (thank you!). The 
summer ‘camp’ in 2016 was an adventure on canal barges, with the flotilla of 62nd 
boats taking on the waters and locks of the Grand Union Canal, including a visit 
to the Harry Potter studio tour. The annual surfing weekend to Polzeath in 
October continues to be more popular than ever with the Scouts. We also had a 
suitably themed Christmas camp. This year we hope to be awarding some more 
Chief Scout Gold awards. Summer camp 2017 is another ‘big trip’: The 
Netherlands beckons…! 

 As a Group we are excited that it looks like there will be an Explorers’ Unit being 
set up based at our Hut (which will be brilliant to enable our ‘graduating’ Scouts to 
move on up to the next section in familiar surroundings). The Group are planning 
a BBQ on the field on 1st July, similar to previous events held over the years (i.e. 
afternoon start, barbeque, bar, probably inflatables and climbing wall), and so we 
hope the community and church members will come and support this. We are 
always on the look-out for more helpers: we still need a Group Scout Leader and 
also a Secretary (for the Exec Committee) – please enquire if interested! 

Thank you to all the hard working leaders, committee and you fantastic supporters 
who make 62nd such a successful Group! (Website for photos and more: 
62ndbristol.co.uk ) 


