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Agenda for Annual Church Meeting 2011 
 

Monday, 16th May 2011 
 

 
1. Devotions 

 
2. Apologies 

 
3. Review of the Year & Annual Reports ï with opportunity for comment 

 
4. Finance 

 
5. Property Items 

 
6. Appointments: 

6.1 Church Stewards 
6.2 Election of Representatives to Church Council 

 
7. Conversation on the Ministry and Witness of the Church ï including items and 

questions raised by members and friends 
 

8. News from the Circuit 
 

9.  Any Other Business 
 

10. Date of next Annual Meeting 
 
 



From the Minister 
 

First let me say thank you for the way that the Church has welcomed me and 
accepted me. The first seven months with you has flown by and it has been good to 
get to know you. Peter Mortlock had been with you for a number of years and I want 
to take this opportunity to pay tribute to him for his dedication to this Church and for 
his ministry among you. 
 
It would be inappropriate for me to offer you a report of how things are going after 
such a short period of time especially as I have so much to learn about all of you and 
about this Church. I have been really pleased to receive so much support from so 
many of you, and it has been a joy to work with you. This Church is blessed with 
many people who work behind the scenes to make things happen and to them I want 
to say thank you. I hope that in the future more people will want to become involved 
in the mission and ministry of this Church. 
 
I am writing this in the Easter season in the time when we are most conscious of 
Jesus conquering death and being raised to new life. I would like this church to be 
filled with Easter people, with people who are not clinging to the empty grave and 
wondering where Jesus is, but people who are aware of the risen Christ in their lives. 
Sometimes people in the Church can get too preoccupied with finances and property, 
and just keeping going, that we forget that God will provide us with all our needs if we 
trust in him and let him guide what we are and what we do. 
 
Horfield Methodist Church is here for a purpose and together we need to seek that 
purpose through prayer and through people who feel called to saying something or 
doing something, speaking to me. There is so much life in this Church and we need 
to nurture the life that is here, but God does not call us to just go on in the same way, 
for through his Holy Spirit he gives us gifts to make the church grow. You may have 
noticed that in our prayers of intercession I pray for this Church to grow in numbers 
and in to grow in spiritual strength. This is not just a prayer for us in our gathered 
times of worship but this is something we can all include in our prayers each day. So 
I would encourage you to pray for Horfield Methodist Church and to pray for each 
other as well. I will continue praying for each of you, and I hope that you will pray for 
me. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



From the Stewards  

 
This has been an eventful year when we welcomed Reverend Anita Hart to lead the 
continuation of witness at Horfield.  
 
In August we also said our farewells to Rev Peter & Margaret Mortlock on the 
occasion of Peterôs retirement, and wished them every happiness in their ñnew 
beginningsò in Portishead. 
 
The team of four Stewards agreed to carry on with their duties to work with Anita, 
along with the support of the Leadership team. We decided to make no major 
changes during the year, to give Anita a chance to get to know us all, and then we 
can see what the next year brings.  
 
One change for the Stewards is to meet periodically with the Stewards from 
Bishopston & Eden Grove to plan the time Anita spends at each church.  
 
A huge thank you is due to our team of Worship Stewards who continue to ensure 
the church is prepared each Sunday. I would also like to record my thanks for the 
wonderful support of the volunteers who assisted with the setting up and clearing of 
the hall after the heating in the church broke down. 
 
To date, Harvest and Christmas services went very well. There are a few new 
services planned for Holy Week, including the 6am communion service on Easter 
Sunday. 
 
There have been several Messy Churches and we must offer thanks to all who plan 
and organise these special events - they have been superb. Well done and thanks 
for all the hard work that goes into making them so much fun, and for giving us the 
valuable opportunity of extending the churchôs mission into the local community. 
 
The continuing vitality of our church depends on all of us to ensure that Horfield 
Methodist Church continues to be a strong witness to our faith. To that end, once 
again, you are asked for your full support. 
 
We need new people to come forward to be Stewards, particularly as Amelia will 
cease her role in September. Her contribution has been invaluable. Please can you 
consider becoming a Steward? If you wish to contribute to the life of the church in 
this way, speak to Anita or one of the Stewards as soon as possible. 
 
Another important opportunity for members to be involved in the working life of the 
church is to volunteer for cleaning the worship area to ensure it is ready for Sunday 
worship. The Stewards are organising a rota of people to undertake this, and for this 
new system to be successful the more volunteers we have the better! 

 
Elaine & Michael Gibson, Jim Pocock, Amelia Michael  

 
 
 
 



From the Treasurer 
  

As in recent years we have tried to run the church finances on the basis of covering 
our costs with our annual income from offering and use of premises and have 
actually made small deficits in each of the last two years. The amount that we spend 
on maintaining the church building is limited and the policy of only carrying out 
essential repairs continues. We have been able to finance these small deficits by 
using some of our reserves and at 31 August 2010 our general reserve stood at 
£24,033. Our reserves policy states that this should equate to 6 months routine 
expenditure so the general reserve needs to be approximately £30,000 to meet this 
objective 
  
The Resources Group continue to look at ways to ensure that money is spent 
prudently although, with an old building such as ours which has only had minimal 
amounts spent on its repairs in recent years, there is an increased likelihood that we 
will have large unexpected bills in the future. These could be met out of our Major 
Project Fund which stands at £7,107 but this is likely to be fully utilised by the heating 
repairs which are about to be carried out. One of our biggest costs is energy and this 
has increased significantly over the last 5 years with further large increases 
expected. We have changed electricity suppliers to secure as good a deal as 
possible and are currently investigating alternative gas suppliers 
  
At the same time as managing our costs, we must ensure that the maximum amount 
of income is generated and the Resources Group are currently reviewing the level of 
charges for use of premises to make sure that these cover our costs and reflect the 
market rate for premises such as ours. In addition to this a personal letter will be sent 
to all members of the congregation regarding weekly offering. This is a sensitive 
subject given the current economic climate but we do have to explore all ways of 
making sure that we continue to cover our costs 
  
On a happier note we have continued to support outside organisations including 
Missions, MDRF, MHA, Action for Children, Shelterbox and Christian Aid as well as 
other one-off appeals 
  
Full details of all figures are always available from me so if you would like a further 
insight in to the finances of our church please do not hesitate to contact me 
  

Nick Chivers 
Treasurer 
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Resources Working Group 
 

What does it take to keep our church running? You will see from the Treasurerôs 
report that we need money ï to pay for everything from toilet roll to communion 
supplies and cleaning to preaching expenses. 
 
Most people will realise that we employ a part time cleaner ï and that even though 
we have increased the hours (and the pay) we still need more help to keep on top of 
the building. Thanks must be expressed to Helen Wallbridge and Amelia Michael for 
stepping up and taking on the cleaning when Inez left us. I would also thank Elaine 
Gibson and Lorraine Richardson for their help in the recruitment, supervision and 
support of a replacement ï Chris. 
 
Two major building jobs have been undertaken this year. 
 
The removal of asbestos from the boiler room and the sealing of some other areas of 
the building was an expensive, but necessary, piece of work. 
 
All will be aware that we have had no heating in the church worship area since 
January due to a fractured supply pipe. Church council has now agreed a contractor 
to undertake the necessary repair work and provide ongoing maintenance for our 
systems. We will also be replacing the boiler that supplies heat and hot water for the 
first floor. 
 
Then we come to the issue of maintenance. A building as old as ours needs constant 
care, plus general use means that there are always things needing to be done to 
keep the building functioning and to modify it to ensure it meets our needs now and 
in the future. 
 
Over the last year the following pieces of minor work (among others) have been 
undertaken; 
 

- Following a donation of some timber shelving units from Jim Richardôs work we 
have been able to install new shelving systems in the playgroupôs cupboard and 
in the new catering group cupboard. Other areas of the building may also benefit 
in due course. Many thanks to Graham Franklin who has done this work for us. 

 
- Many people will have seen the Christmas lighting that was installed outside the 

front of church, few will realise it took a small team of workers nearly two days to 
fit with new electrical connections having to be installed plus high tension wires to 
hold the lights in place. Many thanks to Vijay Richard, Sam Williamson and Adrian 
Hart for their willingness to go up ladders at strange angles and fit angels! 

 
- In December our fire alarm system finally gave up and had to be replaced. Over a 

period of several evenings the old wiring was traced and a new panel plus call 
points installed. The system has also being extended to improve safety cover so 
flashing sounders have been installed in room 5 and the church, plus an 
additional sounder in the hall by the crèche. A new call point has been installed by 
the seniorsô room and more will be fitted at the back of the church. Joe Wallbridge 



has given substantial time in helping to route cabling for much of this job and 
Adrian Hart has helped with diagnostic wiring issues. 

 
- The emergency alarm in the disabled toilet was found to be faulty and a careful 

check of the equipment was able to identify a blown internal fuse and a repair was 
then effected. 

 
- The lights in the vestibule to the church were repaired due to a wiring fault. 
 
- The colour light at the top of the alcove at the front of the church recently failed. 

This necessitated a substantial climb up the ladders to remove the unit. At ground 
level a comparison with another failed unit meant that we were able to scavenge 
enough spare parts to make one working unit and reinstall it ready for the Sunday 
service. The whole job took about 4 hours. Thanks to Adrian Hart for his 
assistance with this. Adrian is also buying components to see whether we can 
rebuild the remaining unit. These simple actions saved having to buy replacement 
units at about £170 each. 

 
- The fire doors in the crush hall have been fitted with devices which allow them to 

be kept open for use, but which will close if the fire alarm sounds. These were 
fitted with help from Matthew Claridge and acquired from Howardôs former 
workplace which was going to throw them away! (They would have cost £150 
each!) 

 
- A óletterboxô system has been installed in the corridor by the kitchen to support 

communication and reporting of building faults. 
 
- Time has been spent trying to ópatchô the floor covering in Room 5 which has 

bought us some time, but this will need addressing before too long. 
 
- A new ópush to exitô button has been fitted to the back door. 
 
- Combination key safes have been fitted to enable the keys currently stored in the 

corridor to be kept more safely and to secure access to the vestry (users requiring 
access to these should have the codes before these are implemented). 

 
- Several church door locks have had keys made to enable them to be used ï not 

least the crèche and the cleaning sluice. 
 

Many thanks to all the volunteers who make this work possible, especially those 
mentioned who have no other link to our church beyond a willingness to come and 
help with the building. My apologies to those I have missed. A special mention also to 
Jim Pocock who does such a great job keeping our church grounds looking so neat. 
 
If anyone would like to be involved in helping with simple tasks around the building 
please speak to Howard so that offers and work can be co-ordinated. 
 

Howard Wilson 
Chair of Resources Working Group 

 



 
Junior Church  
 

Nothing ever stays the same in Junior Church! Every year we have different children 
of varying ages with changing needs. Some come every week, others we only see 
occasionally, but we are always pleased to see their smiley faces. And of course our 
regulars grow another year older. So we have to be fairly fluid with our arrangements 
to accommodate these changes. 
 
We are extremely fortunate that Hannah is now organising Junior Church. She has 
excellent ideas, is very efficient and makes sure that we are always well planned. We 
follow a programme from ñThe Green Bookò but may be changing to different material 
in the future. 
 
The children meet all together for a story and songs based on the topic of the day, 
and we start each session with a circle prayer round a cross. Most of the children are 
aged between 3 and 6 years with only a few older ones so we all enjoy this time 
together. Eufron also joins us as we rarely have any babies in crèche. The older and 
younger groups then have separate sessions appropriate to their ages. 
 
Libby Deeks has joined us to help with the younger children. We are also very 
grateful for Philippaôs help with the little ones. 
 
Junior Church is now joining the congregation for Holy Communion when they join 
their families to receive Communion or a blessing. We are also providing activities for 
the children during family services, allowing them to be part of the service, but also 
keeping the youngest members of our church family occupied and busy. 
 
We would like to thank Jim Richards for his Remembrance Day Service for the 
children, which was very special for them. 
 
During our Sunday morning sessions the children have learned about and praised 
God and Jesus through song, games, Bible stories and craft.  

Hannah Cornell, Helen Wallbridge, Amelia Michael, Libby Deeks, Eurfron Parry 
& Monique Byrne 



Young Peopleôs Fellowship 

 

 

 
Sunday Evenings7:30 to 9:00pm  
 
Games and Challenges, with time to think about faith and the 
world. 
 
For Yr 8ôs to Year 13ôs.   
 
Whilst we havenôt managed a weekend away this year, we have 

been to the Mix more regularly, finding the worship inspiring and the teaching 
variable! However it has provoked the odd discussion. 
 
We have also managed to include more questions and thoughts on issues of faith or 
on current affairs. 
 
In terms of activities we have had a day around the town, Lego games (itôs amazing 
what some people can do with their feet or elbows!), ice skating, brain teasers and of 
course old favourites like ñJailbreakò and the ñCrystal Mazeò! 
 
Please pray for our planning, for a chance to get away and for an event to go to (the 
Ultimate Event at Alton Towers isnôt happening this year) that suits the range of 
young people who come. 

 
Howard Wilson, Sam Williamson & Jim Richards 

 

 

 

 



Messy Church 

 
Over the last year we have had four very 
enjoyable Messy Churches.  Our Easter Messy 
Church was our most successful yet.  We had a 
great time exploring the Easter message.  Our 59 
guests and 25 helpers took part in a range of 
activities including a cross of seeds, butterfly 
weaving, making a grass seed head man and an 
eggsticle race.  We then had an opportunity to worship together, thinking about all 
the activities we had done and their links to God. We finished Messy Church by 
sharing a meal together. 
 
Over the next year we hope to carry on our pattern of having a Summer, Harvest, 
Christmas and Easter Messy Church. 
 
Messy Church is a fantastic opportunity for us all to get together in a relaxed 
environment and share in fellowship. 
 
If you would like to find out more about Messy Church then please speak to one of us 
or come along and join us. Our next Summer Messy Church is Saturday 11th June, 4-
6pm. 
 
Lastly we would like to thank everyone who is helping to make this all happen.  We 
couldnôt do it without you ï thank you very, very much. 
 
Please continue to keep us in your prayers. 

 
The Messy Church team ï Margaret Postlethwaite, Howard Wilson,  

Helen Wallbridge, Amelia Michael, Jenny Cornell, Jim Richards 
 & Hannah Cornell 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Prayer Support 
 
In our church prayer support is available in three ways: 
 
1) Prayer Chain 
This operates from home in response to telephone requests.  There are four groups 
in the chain.  The Minister or Co-ordinator receives the request; the co-ordinator rings 
the group leaders who will then contact the people in their groups. (Minister ï Anita 
Hart on 962 1200; Co-ordinator ï Linnette Nelson on 951 4919) 
 
2) After Morning Worship 
Prayer support is available after morning worship on Sundays.  There are usually two 
people who will pray with you, or sit with you and listen if you just want to talk.  
Supporters can be identified by the badge they wear marked Prayer Support. 
 
3) Prayer Meeting 
This is held on Thursday evenings from 6.30 ï 7.30 in the Church.  Here we pray for 
the life of the Church, individual needs and world situations. 
 
These areas together form the Prayer Team. Prayer requests are dealt with 
sensitively and in strictest confidence. 
 
New people are most welcome to join the Team. If you feel this is an area in which 
you would like to serve please speak to the Minister or any member of the Team. 
 

Linnette Nelson 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Neighbourhood and Mission 
 
Over the year 2010/11 the church has been involved in supporting a number of 
Circuit, District and Church Projects.  
 
Financially we support Midland Road Centre for the Homeless by giving the £52 a 
year requested from each church by the District. This money is a life- line to the 
project because they can plan for the future, when they do not have to worry about 
the uncertainty of fundraising vast amounts of money to support their work, and so, 
can concentrate on the clientsô welfare. We also donate non- perishable food at 
Harvest Time which contributes to the ongoing supply of lunches which often amount 
to 80 a day. 
 
Another opportunity for Mission is the work done at The New Room and Charles 
Wesleyôs House. Quite a number of our congregation are involved in providing 
occasional Saturday refreshments and acting as stewards to the many visitors who 
visit the buildings every week. Some are on the management groups and are 
involved with the future development of the heritage sites. Some of our ladies have 
helped make historical costumes for school parties who will visit the sites. 
 
The New MHA Nursing Home, Horfield Lodge, is now completed. Some of our 
congregation have taken the tour around the premises. There is scope for mission by 
volunteering to help with some of the many activities planned for the residents. We 
hope to hold a coffee and cake morning once a quarter in aid of this project. Elaine 
will be bringing her ñBig Bottleò to take any donations which people might wish to 
give.  Horfield Lodge has been the Circuit Special Project this year.  There is a 
special Sunday set aside for MHA.  
 
Kevin and Jane raised a fantastic £408 for MRDF which supports organisations 
working at home and abroad.  We also supported MRDF at Christmas Time. As 
usual the Churches in the area have held Lent Lunches and make the door to door 
collection for Christian Aid. 
 
Action for Children, a Methodist initiated charity, is supported by this church not only 
by giving finance on the special Sunday, but also, by renting our premises for 
ñChanging Matters,ò so that estranged parents can meet with their children. 
 
Overseas Missions and Home Missions are supported by the box collections in 
peopleôs homes. They are overseen by Rachel Gowin and Maureen Slade. 
 
JMA continues to collect over its target every year thanks to the families who collect 
with books and boxes. Rachel Smith oversees JMA. 
 
Elaine Gibson has taken over the support of the 3 remaining children of SHIVA in Sri 
Lanka, and is also the Church Coordinator for MHA. 
 
Our Gift Day collection, 2010, provided Shelter Boxes for those people who have lost 
everything in disasters. The boxes contained everything a family would need for six 
months.  
 



The Easter Collections go to Network to support their special projects. 
 
This year we sent Christmas cards to those who had been bereaved during the year 
and to the residents of the Hunterôs Way Nursing Home and their carers 
 
Thanks are given to everyone who has contributed in any way to the above causes, 
both with time and money and also thanks to those people who run the groups every 
week to make this church a welcoming place, as an outreach to members of the 
community. 
 

Eurfron Parry 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Leprosy Mission 
 
The Leprosy Mission continues to be well supported, and in the last financial year we 
sent £302.50 for their work. 
 
We have also sent several bags of stamps and a few postcards. 
 
Many thanks to everyone who has given so generously over the year. 
 

Sheila Lomas 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Lunch Club 

 

The lunch club meets on the second Tuesday of the month throughout the year. We 
average about 30 people each session. We provide a three course meal, at a cost of 
£3.50, for anyone in the community who wishes to attend. It is an enjoyable social 
occasion for many people who live alone. 
 
We would like to provide transport for some of the elderly people who would wish to 
come but as yet we have not got the facilities or the drivers to do that. 
 
We were successful in obtaining a grant from Bristol City Council for Kitchen 
Equipment and so we have purchased a food warmer and other kitchen utensils. We 
wish to thank Graham Franklin and David Bainbridge for refurbishing the large 
cupboard at the base of the stairs, so that we now have a designated area for all our 
equipment which can be used for church functions. 
 
We are grateful for the skill and regular support of Joan Lewis, Mollie Spry, Linnette 
Nelson, Audrey Bainbridge and Margaret Postlethwaite. Our grateful thanks also go 
to Joan Davies who helps some of our visitors to attend. 
 
We shall be pleased to see any new faces at any time. 
 

Eurfron & John Parry 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Art Club 

 

We continue to meet on Fridays from 2.00pm to 4.00pm. (Holidays excepted). 
The numbers have remained constant with an average attendance between 15 and 
20. 
 
Members are free to choose their own subjects and media, but, in the main use oils, 
acrylics and water colours. 
 
Not all members are church members and we welcome anyone who wishes to join. 
 
Those, who, at first, thought they had no artistic ability, are now producing some 
excellent results. 
 
Why not pop- in on a Friday for a cup of tea and a biscuit and see what we get up to - 
you might discover some hidden talents! 
 

John Parry 
 

 

 
 

 

Book Group 
 
Our group has been meeting now for four years.  We have eleven regular attendees 
plus a couple of others who cannot attend but like to read along with us whenever 
possible.   
 
We have read books by 31 different authors and some of them we would probably 
never have tried if we did not have the group behind us.  We get so much more from 
each book as we discuss together and experience fresh insights. 
 
The last few books read have been: 
 
ñThe other side of the bridgeò  
ñThe secret life of beesò 
ñWe need to talk about Kevinò 
ñHow I live nowò 
ñThe memory keeperôs daughterò 
ñPompeiiò 
ñDissolutionò 
 
Our meetings take place every 5 ï 6 weeks at 10.00 am on Thursday in Room 1.  If 
you are interested please come along and share with us. 
 

Vera Pelley 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
158th Bristol (Horfield Methodist) Rainbows  

 
Rainbows are the youngest section of Girl Guiding (5 - 7 years old) and meet on 
each Friday during term time. Since last year the number of Rainbows has increased 
to 12 with several more on the waiting list.  
 
An average Rainbow meeting has a story, two or three games, one or two craft 
activities and a time for a chat over a squash and biscuit. Each week we attempt to 
theme the program. The Rainbows have just completed four weeks of games and 
activities to gain a badge to celebrate the Royal Wedding. This involved making 
crowns, icing biscuits, wrapping presents (which coincided with Mothering Sunday), 
making bracelets, making a card and playing a variety of wedding themed games. 
The autumn term provided the Rainbows with the opportunity to develop their DIY 
skills as they built birdfeeders ï this session was very noisy with lots of hammering 
going on. We also went to the Scout hut for a campfire (indoors due to a rather wet 
evening). 
 
I would like to thank all those who have been involved in the planning and running of 
the evenings. We are currently looking for an extra leader. If you are interested in 
joining the Rainbow team please ask me for more information (0117 969 5830). 
 

Rachel Smith 



 
 
158th Bristol (Horfield Methodist) Brownies 

 
Once again this has been an incredibly busy year for the Brownies and the Guiders.  
We have maintained a full pack of 30+ Brownies and recently also accommodated 
most of the Brownies from one of the packs that closed at Horfield Parish Church. 
 
The year was full of centenary celebrations and badges.  Over 700 Brownies went to 
Woodhouse Park in September for an afternoon and evening of activities which 
ended up in the middle of the field in pitch darkness which of course they all loved!!  
The end ceremony was held at Horfield Baptist Church with a live link that counted 
down the end of the celebrations when everyone in the United Kingdom stood and 
remade their Promise.  For the badges we had to complete lots of challenges to gain 
100 points to achieve the badge.  This was good fun. 
 
Pack Holiday was held at Tytherington Hall again with a ñFarmyardò theme.  Various 
activities were completed such as hand puppets, sugar paste sheep, cows and pigs, 
a Farmyard Party and a visit to Cattle County which completely tired them out (take 
note parents!). 
 
Evening activities included celebrating all the usual festivals such as Easter, 
Christmas, Thinking Day, Mothers and Fathers Day.   We helped decorate the hall for 
the May Fayre with flower decorations and again at Christmas with snowmen, 
Santaôs and stars.  We had a quiz and a picnic at Blaise Hamlet, went on our annual 
Torchlight Walk and Chip Supper and held a ñbeachò themed evening and bar-b-q in 
November!  The Brownies wanted to go 10 pin bowling for their Christmas activity ï 
what an exhausting evening! 
 
Another badge we completed was for CLIC Sargent which included lots of ñpinkò 
activities including a ñpinkò night when the Brownies wore pink clothes, did pink 
activities, drank pink squash and ate pink sweets.  5pôs were collected and posters 
made which will be sent to the charity. 

 
Sue Pollard 

Brownie Guider 
 



 

 

  62nd Bristol (Horfield Methodist) Scout Group 
 

  
             

 
 
 
 

  

Wonderful scouting has been happening again this year, the leaders working even 
more closely together and helping out between sections. We have welcomed 
Dominic Arnal as our GSL who has been at the heart of the growth. Plans are afoot 
for a Group Camp this summer, as well as the usual exciting programme for each 
section. 
 
The autumn was dominated by fighting to ñSave the Fieldò. The campaign hit the right 
note however, with two Scouts addressing the Council Cabinet, and this, with all the 
campaigning, managed to get the result we needed! Thank you to everyone who 
helped, which was not just about us, but a space loved by the whole community. 
Going forward? Well there is now progress on training, with many leaders working 
towards their Wood Badge. Congratulations must go to Ray ï the first to achieve this 
accolade!  
 
Whilst well blessed with good leaders, we always could use a few more as running 
such excellent programmes is quite intensive!  So please let Dom or me know if you 
can think of anyone! 

 

 

 

 
 

 
30 children, aged 6 to 8 and a long waiting list! 
Many thanks to Dan and Sophie who have stepped down as leaders during the year 
ï we were all very sad to see him go and will miss them. However, we are glad that 
Ray has taken this section on (switching from Scouts) and with Becky, Kathryn and 
Neil they are continuing with inspirational scouting!  We have also welcomed Robin 
and Alison Mundell and Julie Dennis as new helpers, to strengthen the team!  
 

In Rayôs words: ñWhat have we been up to since Jan?  Well we had an aviation night 
where they learnt how planes flew and then made lots of different paper planes and 
flew them which was manic, we went roller skating another night, had a night hike 
through the spooky Blaise Castle Woods and tried our hand at pancake tossing. We 
had a disability awareness night where all tried all sorts of things like opening a 
chocolate bar wearing gardeners gloves to see how hard it is for older people who 
have loss of feeling in there hands, peeling a satsuma with one hand only, trying to 
pick up sweets with chopsticks only (very fiddly job), painting with a brush in the 
mouths/toes and making am sandwiches blindfolded. Later on, for Mothers Day we 
produced some decorated sweet boxes and lovely book marks. Last of all was a very 

 



different Easter egg hunt inside HMC phew! Whatôs next?ò  Someone said Judo and 
Ray all but keeled overé but all good scouting fun! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

30+ children aged 8 to10 

Many thanks to the leaders Tim, Lee, Trish, Graham and Philippa! 
 

In Timôs words: ñDuring the last year, the Cub section have enjoyed a wide and 
varied programme, including (along with regular programme favourites such as wide 
games and cooking) evenings spent learning circus skills, tobogganing, visiting Rolls 
Royce and meeting the local model flying club.  Last summer we attended both the 
Cabot District camp along with the Scouts and also held our own camp in the Forest 
of Dene, featuring activities such as building rafts, bridges and bivouacs, singing 
around the campfire, playing wide games and walking in the beautiful surroundings of 
the forest.  The pack has continued to be heavily involved in District activities, 
participating in the swimming gala, football tournament and St Georgeôs day parade.  
We look forward to another busy, exciting year ahead.ò 
 

  

 

 

 

35 children aged 10 ï 14 
Many thanks to Dave, Clive, Ray, Nathalie, Alexis, Daisy, Mike, Dan and Rosa. 
 

A monster summer camp (nearly 2 weeks) to Croatia was a wonderful experience for 
all who went. The sights were beautiful (caves in Slovenia, a Roman Amphitheatre, 
clear lakes, historic towns) and the weather baking (with hardly any rain ï not at all in 
the usual tradition). The activities exciting (try making rafts, swimming to an island 
and staying the night there!), not to mention the awesome scorpions and the copious 
quantities of ice-creams eaten! 
There have been the usual winter camps and hikes, a great DIY Concert contribution 
(Iôm a Knighté) by 5 Scouts, cooking from basics (gutting fish and rabbits!), and map 
and rope skills have also been a part of the action. There have been many very 
messy evenings ï whether cooking, flour bombing or just hanging around the huté it 
always seemed to end up with grubbiness! 
 

Jim Richards  
Group Chairman 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
Pam Williamsô House Group 

 
Pamôs house group is a cheerful group of ladies.  As most of the members of the 
group are busy working women, it meets in the evening with the main aim to provide 
space in busy lives for relaxation and fellowship. 
 
Our themes are diverse.  Over the last year we have talked about politics (just before 
the 2010 General Election), the Bible (to mark the 400th anniversary of the translation 
of the King James Bible), inclusive language in the Bible and hymns, and challenged 
ourselves over societal stereotypes; we have been active in support of Church life by 
wrapping presents for the lucky dip stalls at two fairs and by collecting for Christian 
Aid; we have relaxed in each otherôs company during a summer walk, over a 
Christmas meal and at the theatre; we got to know each other and Anita better 
when she came and spoke to us. 
 
Churchways Crescent House Group 
 

Our group is mainly of an older age range and we meet every two weeks except 
when ecumenical groups are meeting. The meetings are held in a friendly and 
relaxed atmosphere where we enjoy reading and discussing books of the Bible. We 
have also completed some York courses in the past. We welcome anyone interested 
in joining our group. 
 
Activities include a meal together around Christmas time and a group pancake 
evening. 
In previous years we have had a trip on the carol train at Bitton station. 
 
We are currently planning a visit to see the Australian group called Sons of Korah 
presenting a Musical Journey into the Psalms.  
 

John Gowin 

 
Wessex Avenue House Group 

 
Our group has continued to meet on a monthly basis to exchange ideas and beliefs 
on topics including Christian ethics and current social and religious problems. 
 
In May we intend to follow one of the York courses entitled ñNew World, Old Faithò.  
At the moment we are ten in number and we hope to welcome a new member 
shortly. 
 
We have also made several donations to groups and individuals within our church, 
which have been appreciated. 

 
Joan Lewis 



 
 

St Aldwyns Close House Group  

 
We usually meet on the first and third Tuesday each month alternating between a 
serious and a social meeting. Since last year several of our group have moved to 
different parts of the country leaving a core of seven that meet regularly. 
 
We have done several bible studies and are now following the E100 series of Bible 
readings (100 key Bible readings) in which we discuss these passages. Please see 
the following web page for info. www.e100challenge.org.uk/ 
 
One of the highlights of the year was our first house group weekend away. We went 
to a National Trust cottage next to a lighthouse, on the north Devon coast near 
Lynton and Lynmouth. We had an illuminating time full of fun and fellowship. 
As usual our house group eats lots of cake and this year has been no exception. We 
have also been introduced into the world of Killer Bunnies ï a most bizarre game that 
can only really be explained by those that have played it and even then probably 
not!!! 
 
Our house group is responsible for the notice board as you walk through the back 
door. If there is anything that you think would make a good board please let us know. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


